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I made the statement in a recent:pouchithat the only thing Gehlen
lucked in his repertory was a sympathetic press. The opening pages of
Jurgon Thorwald's 'es begann sn dor Weichsel indicate that Gehlen.is, in
fact, not suffering in that regard, - Thorwald's book, which is now in its
third printing, portrays Gehlen in the first chapter as one of the un=-
sung heroes of the German Army.

The book opens with Guderian tossing fitfully in his sleeping com=-
partment as his specisl train takes him, on the night of 8 Januery 1945,
across Germeny to .a fateful interview with Hitler on troop dispositions.
Hitler has cons:.a'bently and obstme.tely refused to. withdraw the-intact |
‘but isolated’ Arnv .Group Nord.or to release for the Eastern Fronb' the re—~ "
serve divisions .of the broken Ardennes offeusive. i Gudérian’ rei‘lects- o
"The General Staff of the Germon Army allowed itself no ‘illusiéns con-
cerning' the scale of the coming. Soviet offensive, General Gehlen,: head :
of Fremde Heere Ost, who consolidabed the reports on the eastern foe, S
was as clever. as he was conscientious, and his estlmates of Soviet. troop‘ e

» .concentro.’clons md Soviet intentions carried ean mcontestlble welght. S
-Guderien had.no reasmn to: questz.on for a second the- rellab:.llty of- hls"
collesgus..sThe reports which G, hlen had presanted gince November had.

-at Pirst.giveneven. Guderum-—-desplte ell: previous ‘experience-=em
impresslon of mprobablllty, but nevertheless: they were repeated.ly'
domonstro.ted as bemg true. . o

After a slaepless night, Guderisn goes to his office car, and
buries himself -again”in his thoughts. He is startled out of his con= '
centratlon"by--a.n open:.ng door- ) c S
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.:‘»“In the. oorwagy stood General Gehlen. K:Ls sharply chiselledv‘i‘ace
 wagt pal'e, wi'bh yellowish \mder'bone. Ee suffered i‘rom the. occupa’bional
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, “'!Ierr Generaloberst,' he said, 'T heve compl ted anothar specia.lpfz,.
ostimate of. 'bhe strength ratio in the Baranov beachhesd .ares,: Jand:-have
“included:. the -very ‘latest information.- “According to this infoimé: 'p' :
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: bmso self contmned u.rmored corps, smd i‘ive u.nnored
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ho’ reiteratéd. - 'This is.the last chance 16£%.for us, Gehlen, don't

_room, H;'blor entered e.nd she conference begen-

et Hitler's leﬁ: side. Hitler gazed .dcro

| ..erect and ex‘pres51onless. Hitler, sensed? _ _

41 “of cold, wyielding realn.ty--a. ree.li'by ‘o' wh ch"he_would not: surrender R

- until-it £inally:engulfed him’ and. forcad hiE"p ; -

. "South, and -the:West: to: psy the. .price:of’ h’
iassmned on: oxpress:.on ‘of re;jection. o

o you personally againesefor this. purpose I have brough“b m.th me -
o -Genera1 Gehlen hlmself...'" _ - ‘
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brigades. The ratio of infmtry strength now is 11:]1 in favor of the
enemy, in armor it is 7:1, ond in artillery 20:1. Soviot artillery

is deployed at some points in concontrations-of 250 pieces to the kilo-
meter The conclusions are so evident that they should convince even
the Fuhrer that wo foce & cat tastrophe unloss somethlng is done,!

"Guderisn looked squarely into Gehlen's face. Gehlen, too, judged -
on sober reeson. Ho had no contact with the world in which decisions
were based on 1nstmcts, inspirations, und moods. 'Gohlen! Guderian
said, 'today is our last chance.!”

Only.a few days before, Guderian hed pleaded with Hitler end
gone over the ‘same ground, but Hitler "refused to recognize that his
despised oppoment, Stalin, could assemble the reported strength. He
spoke again of the 'rendom rabble'! and 'plunder divisions! remaining
to Stalin. He had scresmed that General Gehlen, in company with his
estimates, belonged in en insene esylum.' He ignored Guderian's ob-
jection that Hitler could put him :m the same asylum, since he con-

--curred m Gehlen's opmlon.

. "‘Iow Gudoman s-bopped h:.s pe.ca.ng. Te must ach:.eve it today,

et yourself be’ swayed by . any't:hmg during our: conference., Remain calm

er permrbs himself to be- drawn mto 1nsul+,ing 'bhe
: < | O - 2 _

A ﬁdéﬁtddd. He sproe.d out hi_' ."maps tmd pa.pers. } Wﬁlid E
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They o.rrz.ved in Zlegenberg, ‘were- conduc'bed to Jodl's brleﬁng '

"Guder:.an, h:.s fe.ce be‘bra.ymg his. deep:feehng, took his: place
‘at’Gehlen,” who remained
Ge.hl'en the - persomflcation

ob stins.cy.

) ’"My Fﬁhrer,' began Guderian, 'I como. back to present the facts -




- ZIPPER .before publication, Guderien's memoirs, cwrréntly in manu-
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J&x_-genﬁl‘horwald, you will remember, is the nom de plume of ?

Heinz Bongartz, & formor special reported for the Germen Navy, and
o ZIPPER Speoial Commnection. According to [ _ 2y the
menuscript of es begam an der Weichsel was read and toned down by
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serirc, have heen subjected to the same moderating influence,
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