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" ment with [ 3. api teld & b&xvet‘a‘_a‘hion Listdng from 5¢15 until 6400 -

. euss varlous hypotheaaa off the record, - -

" 6PD, the pmb Blank and the IV who might be presumed to have-ve

- take an attitude upon: such @ matter, If the wuppoaition is’ trus that

B8 4n not on the track of some scopp .but is mmingiuto & matter that.
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19 tiovember 1953
‘Yemo of Conversation with Riolgnd Hottelet . . .. '3 f .
B ) Rt _
SUDJEOTS Preas Intere b in Ehelgehlen Orgartsation cs5)
. ' L W&,i‘f '/
1. On 17 November Bichard*Hobté £ the OBS arrdnged an appoint_

Bl : - L.

-+ 2, Hotellet .said thab he, as well as other com'aspondonta, had
collsoted material of their om on the gehlen Organiszation and wishcd
to-know, in light of the incréasing commants in the German press

they should handle the subject and if they coild-check it out’ wi%h
Amerioan authoritdies, Hottélet asked me what I could tell lim of the ™
bagkground of the Gehlan Organizataon. I'told Yrs Hottelod that I had
heard well of lm, -that ha was undmibtedly & reascnable man end that I
could .obvigusly tell him nothing, It was anta.b.ﬁuhld that T Had offi-
cially given lim an answer of "no comment,® nawsm, we ngi’eed t.o di.a-

.~ - 3 Ths first hypothesis I outlined was that he and other nble ,
correspondents, inolnding besides Imr! , also British ani Qerman, .
-had- been -stunbling -over leads to thu cn - story-for-sone - time,~ XL - <
they followed these leads they eventik)lly wouwld come.to & dead epd when

the correspordents attampted o get“in touch with responsible of ficlals’

or leaders, Almost ‘no sexious papers lisd carried this subject ﬂmough

to a conclusion and most of the comenta-had appeared in tha mors .sdn-
sational press. If it were tme{ a8 stabed, that the gehlen: grgand.cation
was an incipient ferman intelligence organigation surely-this would be

a matter.of interest to and probible protest from many sources, m of s
these would normally be American 0IC, British.F8S, Franch Surete s‘.ed. :

interest, HICOS-and (ISAREDR. - The-Jiet-would-be quite large i€ .oné - .
‘counted all of the organisations that might wish o Anvestigats or

an incipient german intellipente orgamization has existed for soue tisin -
-and if none of these very iriterested pertias have “compludned and 4L in-
8 lead to blank endd eb all of" these souraes, is 1t riot: & ressonable .
hypbthesis that this matter, if i} 4s7es stated, has somshow or other been
coordinated wath all ‘the interésted partiesy Il thls-hypothésis i# mma

‘neems o have Badh' ratheyr thoronghly ‘coerdifiated ameng the properly Tt
intaresf.ed gn-tiaa. . ' -
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** built into the system on the-Gexman side, The fear-of-such-a-devélopment- -
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L The second bypothesis 16 to consider tha accusstion that this =
organization has been spousored by the Americans, If we follox thip Hig
.supposition to its logical oonolusion we must realize that on the o y ¥
American eide would be involved at the very least the Depirtmsat- of thé s
Army, Department of State end Oentral Intelligence Agemoy, If thess o
thres departments are involved in any matter over a long period of time s

it would seem obvious that the coordination between them would enfail a
Lrequent review of policy and & ocoxresponding review of budget. . Bath.
polioy and tudget reviews on & ang-ud.ating project ars common ‘withih
the Amerieen Government struoturs, If this is grantéd-to be trde-dnd -
Americans are imvolved but the correspondent believes there is aomething
wild or dangerous about the scheme, then ha is leaniug to the sensahonalixt
gtand that the Ameracans anwolved are either knaves who are deliberately -
squandering Gevernmant mongy or fools who are having the wool pulled over

- their eyes by the incredibly astute Gemans, Is the answer probably not

. some place in between the Americens are nedther kravas nor foola? - -

5. 'The third h,ypotheais dealt mith llx‘. Rottelet'a expressed fear
that an independent Qerman intollirence organization might be & parer - -
factor that oould gat oub of hand, I suggested that the hypothesis that |
thie organization was to be a OIS did not lend itself to sush.a conclusions
.If it is to be a Central Intelligence servios it is obviously coming lite - -
-on the soene.. Amt Blank has alreedy vested interest in the militery field
and the IV has vested interest in the field of intermnal seourity. This
would seem to insure that the necessary cheocks and balamoes are slresdy

~

~

was always possible but the checks and balences already existing plus 'the

nnrsasa

6 " The nax{‘. hypothesis concerned what camehts should be radé
A)nerlcann in official positioms, Suppose, I said, that this organisataon
might be a fubure Qerman ssrvice and mippose it md ght presenfly be supported
by the Americans. Would it not, therefore, seem’highly logloal thet mo .-
Amarican in an official positaon would make any cosment upoen somwthing .
%thaet would one day be-an entirely geman matter? "Any commant given wler

~ the present relationships betwesn Amarica and germany would besome-a :
permanent part -of the reserd of such an organisation md would in the loag

* run be neither good for the germens nor the Americans, o Hottelet
therefore should expect -to receive onJ.r one “answer; naxely, 'mo oomeeit, ¥

_ 7. The last podnt discusyed wag the touchy ons ot tho pumaa to
be served, if any, by Amsrioan carrespondents pushing | tns story,
.asked-Hottelet- 4f-he were under pressure by his front od'ﬁ.oe to px;odunu ) .
, omething on this mattar and he admtted he had received no such {nstructionss
T asked him 4f ho felt he owed it to his publio to produce this story and - -
he conceded that ho would fesl tiis nesewskty only if it served tha public .

* interest, “From oir previous hypotheses I suggested thuat it might be cln-

cluded that the public interest tuuld not be served unless g;vea [ couphu\
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_ story and that all an inoauplete story might do wovld bs to stir wp
the lunatic frings. of public opinion. Hottelet sgreed that on the
basias: of the various assumptions ve-had-darscussed he would: think the ~
matter over samounly before broadcasting enything on this matter, He
pointed out, however, that the correspondents wers in- the dfficult °
position of being on the track of what smelled like & ‘good and- fagcl~
nating story hub had no idea howr they should handle it. I asked him if
he thought a backgrouna braofing of reliable correspoxdlents was one way
to handle this, He said thabt at would be valuable for them in order to
guide thedr handling of materiel on this matter which wes almost inavitably
coming into thair hands, T told biw I would investigate the matter of -
whether such en off-the-record briefing was-possibla, He in turn, as a
good correspondent bocking for a sooop, sugzested that correspondents not .
be invited to & briefing but any of thea who purkuod his subject to "
.HICO's upper reaches might be given a background briefing, I told him I
would dinquire into this matter and let him know aonatme in thamear fnture
whather any such mm.ng was possible,

R P ¢ nemionsd this conversation with Hottelat to M, Dwnng end
he stated that Don Oook of the New York Herald Tifbune had brought up the
“subject with him, Mri Dowling thought that the prévess of making no oﬁmﬁeﬁt
but beang willing to thrash out various hypotheses and mppositiom with.
‘ogrtain chosen reporters might ba an advisghle way to get the leading
corrupondmts on our side in this matter, My only opposition to such
-disoussrons or to briefinge 45 that I dielike ssfting a precedent whershy
reporbors will beat their wiy to this office on mattera which s eem to be
1n our field, They wou.l.d take up many hours a waek,
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