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" This stoxy of faots entérs Secrat aervice*ﬂo- an'n-Land" during
“ and after the war. To the public, Reinkard Gehlen, chief of

the "QOrganization Cehlen", and head of the most important German
intelligence and counterintolligensce organization, is & "man in
the dark". It is the first time that we learn, from a well- '

" known Jjournalist, the story of his personal encounter with the

General, around whom rumor has woven.a wab., Juargen Thorwald,
the writer who became famous through the numerous books of con-
temporary history he has writton since 1945, is one of the few
outsideras who saw Gehlen with his own cyes and talked wita him.

T I E_ H AN I ¥ T HEE D A kK

Fixst Authentic Report on ueneral He;nhard-cehlen
' By Juarg gen Thorwald

Winter was descending upon us, the winter of 1951, when I first

‘snw ex-General Reinhard Gehlen, The naue of the man who, in the
" romantic shimmer of secret service ‘adventure, has become the
‘target of so much puzzled conjecture, was still unknown to the

public then.

what proceded my first meeting with this man was a simple story:

My book "Es begann an der Welchsel" (It Started At River Vistula),
wbich was publishad in 1950, was the firat to give, in some detail,
a desgription of Gehlen and of his position of chief of the General
Staff Department "Forelgn Armies East" during the SJecond World War
which was then known only to a fow spscialists. Gehlen wanted to
meet the author of the book who was unknowa to nim, and to learn --
how he hed come to know of Gehblen's important role daring the

Sacond Horld Var.

Since 1 had not had the slightest notion of Gehlen's existence my=-
solf bvefore I started writing my book, I should like to bogin with
devoting a few words to the circunstances involved. While I worked
on the book which describea the collapse of the German Eastern
Front in Junuary 1945, and the flight and expulsion of the German
civiliun population froa the territories east ol QOder and lNeisse,

I paid a visit t0 ex-Genersl Guderian. The General had been the
chief of the General Staff of the Germman Army daring the tragic
battles at the ensism front.
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4t the time I called on Guderian, he dwelled humbly with his wife in
: one room of an old religious establishment in the 1little town of
! Dietramozell, between dunich and Bad Toelzs, During an entire day he
! told me of his experiences in the fateful months in the winter of
1945; and in particular he spoke of the various desperste atiempts
.he hod made in December 1944 to dissuade Bitler from launching his
senseless western of{ensive in the Ardennes; and to persuade him
IR instead to asvemble all available foroes to reinforce the eastern
o front. While Cuderian raked up the memories of all ‘this, he, who
- guffered of a grave heart diseuse, felt once mora the feverish ¢ze
- gitement of those winter weeks long gone by. Him face was hot whem
" he, repeating the words then spokun or both sides, descrided the wild
quarrels with Jitler, and how Hitler Rad simply refused to beliave in
‘ the situation reports which mentioaed the strangth of the Soviet
Lo Armies. It was then that for the first time, as far as 1 ®as con=
' cerned, the name of Gehlén vas, mentionad._““

Gudorian s Btory _

"Thanks to the unequalled, outstanding work of Ceneralmajor Gehlen,
who was the chief ol ay Depariment '‘orelign Armies East' at the time®,
Cuderiun said in these same words, "I knew of the t:ioop: concontration,
_of the plans, and of the strangth of the Soviets almost in detail.
Everything Cehlen reported at the time, proved uftorwards to be covre
roct, when things began to happen., Frequently before had 1 had ogos-

‘ . sion to observe the almost incredible carefulness and exactness-of hle

b intelligence work in regazd to the Soviet eaemy, Therefore, I nevey

‘ ‘quastioned his predictlon that the Foviats would degin a groat offon~
alve against our eastern lront in January 1945." .

i "On Chrisbous ave 1544, I hud again apvealed in vain to Hitler in his

! heudquarters, which was then in Zlegenderg in desse, to reinforce the

‘ " eastern fruat and to protect the German civilian population”, #Guderiaa
continued, "and during the night which led us into the year 1945 I wam$
once more to Zisgenberg. Gehlen had drawn for me exact maps, which
vere understandable at a single glance, , aud which depicted the
operationel plan of the Soviets, DBut when I spread them out befors
Hitler, he swept them aways 'Who dug out that nonsense ?" he criesd,
And when I mentioned Gehlen's name, he yelled: 'Thut man should be
locked up in e mentcl institution !' I oxpleined to him that Gehlen's
vork in the field of intelligence evaluation was probably ths best -
that could bve had on tho Germsn aido. $hould Hitler wish to put Geh-

f len into a mental institution, ha might Just aa well send me along, too.

 Eitler quieted’down,'but did not change hia opinion,

i On 9 January 194YH, in a mood of extremec dewpuix, I drove to Ziegen-
berg for the third time. This tizme { brought Gehlen along with de. It
wus o real sacrifice for him, In all prodability, baseless abuse would

| . be heaped on hiz head. WYhen litler entered the room, he geraly cast a

! glance of furions contempt at Gehlen., Ue stared into Gohlen's face,

' ' grown hagyard und yellowish-palo from gail nttacks and months of

overstrain. [is eyea chowed the hatred of o 'man w§o7wcll enough
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in his heart that Gehlen was right, but who would not for all the
world admit that he was right, since admitting would have meant
his own end, EKitler did not intorrupt Gehlen whem he made ths

. 8ituation report upon my request. 4o usual, Gehlen made his

statemsnts with scientific exactness and with intellaectual
superiority, He ignored Hitler's stare. His report would have
coavinced any reasonable person, Howevar, between Gehlen's

- raalism and Hitler thaere was no bridgas I, too, was unnuccassful
when I added the statament that it was now "five alnutes to -

twolve". - We roturnaed to Zoasen without results., The catastrophe
sat in during the night from 1l to 12 January 1945, and uehlan's

~ prediction found a tragic justification ..,"

_ Gehlon Throws Out His Foaelers .
So I learned for the first time of Gehlen's existence from Gu-

" derian, without the slightest notion that Geblen, with the help

of the Americans, had long ago resumed his intelligence work in
regard to Bastern Europe and the Soviet Union. Guderiants state-
ments concerning Gehlen were confirmed more than once during the
conversations I had subsequently with other surviving witnesses
of the conflicts between the leaderu during the last months of the

war in the East,

.There is no doubt tﬁat, aithout my knowing or suspedting it, a

sort of intelligence exeraise of "how to approach an object" was
carried out, before I met Gehlen in person for the first time

‘aighteen months later, in late Fall of 1951, I have no proof, bu$

I am sure that a few ex-officers who volunteared information whish
could be used as source for the second volume of my description of
the jast German catastrophe "Es endete an der Elbe”(it Ended at
Elbe aiver), and allowed ®e %o interview them in person; ‘had re-
ceived inatruction fron Gehlan to look ms over and find out what
kind of a pexroon I vwas,

Finally I was "openly contacted” by a General who had played a not
insignificant role in the batile of East Prussia, and who had been
dismissed by Hitler because of his consideration for the civilian
population, Many months before I had interviawed 1im concerning
his Cast Prussian experiencaes., He asked me {f I should like to
talk with this same Generalmajor Gehlen whom.I had describeds I
agreed, But even then I learned nothing at all of the role Gehlen

began to play around that itime,

Moeting Place Hunich

- An appointment was made to meet in the ovening of a Thursday, in

Munich, where I lived at the time. That night I had some work to

do in an editors' office in Munich-Harlaching. It was there that

I was to maet Gohlen, Jince I huad no idea of intelligence practices,
I was to experience & fevw surprises in regard to this meeting,

It was already dark outside, when n polite, well-bred young man
entered the ante-room, Ho said that the Doctor wus waiting for me

outailde, in his car,
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"The Doctor 7" T aaked, y

"Yeu" he smiled obligingly, "that is how I address my chief, with
whom you. have an appointmont. He would like to dine tith You in

SCh'abing L) o’

"I 4id not show my surpriso about the discovery that 1n 1951, whan
many former ofticer lived in very reduced ciroumstances, a former
‘General owned a car and ‘played the host, I merely asked what I
‘was supposed to do with my own car, : 4 :

.~ The young man -= incidontally, still dobnot know who he Was --
'u_asnurod ne that ho would drive the car. to Schlabing himself ...

When we came out-on Harthauser Strasao, 1 saw no car thers, excapt
my.own, and the Xercedes which was tha property of the publiaher.

- Kindler, However, the younyg man took me another hundred meters

- along the strest, Thers, under a tres, stood a dark Opel Kapitmen

- with dimmed lights. The door on the driver's right side went open,
and the inside light was switched on for a moment. The only paexrson
in the car sat behind the wheel, a slim man.of about ity years,
in & dark-grey suit, He turned his face to me, pullsd a grey glovn
off his right hsnd, and offared i1t to me. :

"Gohlun” he said, Nothing else. But one singla zlance in the
half-light at the unusually high and wide forehoad told me that
this was the man whonm cuderian had deaoribed in such convincing

temas,

Talk At Night

© The young man closed the door from the outside, and Gohlen drove oa
to the center of the city, There wids a light evening nmist, Howe
ever, it did not take ma long to discover behind us the lights and
the broad radiator front of my own car, FEverything rezlly seemed
to run smoothly like & well-oiled maghinery, Soon, howaver, I had
no more tice to watch the street and the lights behind us, because
 Gahlen began abruptly to speak of the problems of our times, and
to ask questions. And evea during this drive, in the cark of the .
car, he spoke with such captivating clarity that,& aftor hardly ten
minutes' driving, I was aware, with wonder, that here I was driving
- through the Xunich evening side by side with a certainly unusual
type of Goneral -- a type which lacked the single-mindaedness anad
the gruffaess I had 30 ofton onoounterod in numerous prevlous inter-
vicvs.

When. after a short while, we sat opposite onae another in the
drawing-room of & one-family house which had npparently bsen re=
quisitioned by the Amaricans, or perhaps still " wau, snd whieh stood
in ome of the.remotor btrwets of Schwabing -- while, of course,
both cara had been parked in another street, around the corner --
and wore sarved ssndwiches by a vilent male servant, I saw Gehlaen's
head and his figure for the firat time in bright light, And this
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o sight confirmed tho imprassion I had galned on the way. It would
S - nevér have occurred Lo anyons who saw him for thes lirat timo, not
’ knowing of his past, that e hud been a ganaral.

Fhere was nothing about him of that helploonneea ‘and 1orlvrnneas,'
nothing of that feeling of vanished ground under one's feet, and
of being unable to [ind cue's way in u ohanged world, which
charaocterized so many officers in those timos, - He ssemad to
radiate stoadineas, clarity, security, superior intellé¢ctual ana-
lysis ol post-war times, combined 'ith tha p:actlcal ability %o
’ find his way in chsaos,

: .. ... He was of medium height and alim, but stronp. His'suit was in-
. , ... oconspicuous and simplse, negligently worn, one might -84y, in the
' ' ' manner of some Knglishmen, or elss .in the manner of persoms whoue
minds are uctlive, whose ocoupation keeps thea awake, and who are
not yasticulurly concerned with their outward appuarance. He wore
g grey suit with u grey pullover, and brown loafers with crepe
soles, Ths tie was in a negligent knot. Yo dweation it right at
~ the start: his trouser pooket did not bulge with a heavy gun, as
.. 'someone has said somuwhere recently, nor did he wear a holster
"over his shoulder with a pistol under his left am, ¥eudless to
say tk+t he did not wear the dark glasses without whicxn vome peopla
secem 1 capable of viszuslizing aa intelligence mani, MHis 12t breast
pocket contained u few revolving pancils, end s lhandkerchiet.

P ' o ‘Unnoticed 1u the D-Train

It is very probably because o& his natural inconspiruouuﬁoga in
dress and manners, that 3 few months ago, at o time whon Gehlen's
name was on everyone's lips, Cehlen oouléd, with s companion, ste) -
into a second-class compartmeat of a D-train which was filled with
Journalists -- of ull people. Gehlen sat wmumongat them, read his
‘newspuper, and listened to the oconversation about himzell,  aad
hoard one of them say thut 1t was a "disgrace” that no onu hud as

 yot succesded in gotting hold of Gehlen in Boan or in lunich, or at
~least in taking a picture. A‘taz several hours lohlen. daucended ad
his place of destinationy t had occurred to no one that he mlght
be the person they #uzited so dely. It was this culwWerd iacon-

spicuousness walch kept my miad buay ...

At {irst sight, this inconspicuousness could even ba unplind to his
. fuce, 11 onas took in only his thin blond hair, his light skin which
3 rather abruptly was red oa his cheeka, and the cartainiy not very
L  ekgant shorl moustuche. However, if one looked et hic forekead,
and vuspecially if one fell cdirccted upon onusell the penotrating,

: seurciing gaze out ¢l deeg-sel uyes, the sensation of incouspicuous-
# ness vunished, This glance wos a strunge mixture of the sesnuitive
’ intellectunlity of o man of learning, and of the wide-uvake snergy
of an organizer, but also ol the guarded versntility oL « diplomut.
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This, then, was Gshlen sho sat over againat me while I, in vain,
meditated upon the question what kind of person the Eaataorn front
General 5Staff officer and intelligence expert might have becoue,
whom Guderian had so singularly praised. hila Gehlen ate only a
foew morsels, and drank little, he went on with the gensral
political-hisioriocal conversation he haud begun in the car, and
which confiimed that ne felt no ressentinments whutaver toward the

past, or toward ths viotors.

Gehlen explained that the laaders of the uoviet Union, unless they
should betray their own ideclogy und dastroy the ground under '
their own feet, would never, and could nevar, abandon the plan of
communist conquest or infiltration of all of Europe, and ulstinuntaely
of the world, It was the mission of the western nations, he said,
firat to join fornes, end then, overcominy war ressentiments and

- the historical nationsl contrasts, to build up a power which would ,

by combative action, render: 1mpoasibln a sudden further expansioa of
"the Soviet power. ,

Sush equilibrium of political power, he oontinuad, must not be ‘She
vasis for mnother attempd to destroy the Soviet power and the Sovies
nation throuyn war., Even if it should be possible to - anquish the
Soviet system, the eastem nation, with its millions of nation-
conscious inhabitants and with i%s enormous economic resources,
would still remain an tremendous world power, or would at any rate
soor. Tegain that positions No -- the present power policles permit
the carrying out of patient long-te tm policlas for the poaceful Tre- .
construction of historical Zurope and Carmany, Trua, he said, one
must be flexidble and patlient, und one must learn to recognize, and
%o expleit, tho phases in which the partner i1s willing to negotiase,
the phases when he wishes to stake back, or when ha fesls the need
for reat. “Evon the Soviet nation mu.t nseds go through such phasas,
in consaquence of domestic economic proolems, in conszquence of the
nationalism of tha so-called saitsllite nutlions, mud in the first
place, in consequence of the -- while comnunistic -- more nationaliasic

developments in East sisia,

Howevor, Ushlen pondered, the basia required for such long-term
policies would be.the never-ending pursuit of exact krowledge of

the developmsnts inside the Soviet Union in ull walks of life, It
would be only by such knowledge that protection could bde granted
againot L[llusions and wish-dreaming with their fatal dangers, while
the Soviet Coverntent would never lesave the ground of cold realistic
thinking, Only such knowledge could safeguard the reaslity of our

own political work, and would prevent us and our own primary need for
securlty from dropping of into sleep bvecause of such wish-dreaming.

fhen Gehlan had rcuched thils point, I asked him: "Do you think the
westarn intelligence services ocan cuiry out such sorvices now, con-
sidering that during the war some ol them defenusd Soviet aims which

had in part been deplcted wrongly ?"
Gehlen looked at me, It was a8 if he gazed from out of a fortrecs of
supremo knowledge.
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"listory", ha aald oraculurly, "will probably determine one day,
‘whather those intelligence services you have in mind have
painted a wronyg or a correct pisture, and how mvch of it was.
right or wrongs or whether, and to what extent, governmunts .
- - were unwilling during the waxr to listen to realistic situation
: reports.

‘In The Service COf Tha 0SA -
"4An intelligence service truly devoted to its misaion is never
engaged ‘in.political affairs. Ite sole mission is to draw an
. infallible picture of the asituation, with all means i% has at
its dispoesal, and with scientific exactness, regsrdless whether
‘the pioture is pleasant or unpieasant, It will have convincing
power only if the government to which it presents the ploture,
knowe by experience that tha service is incorruptible, not ine
fluenced by domestic politics, or otherwise, and purtuss %ruth
with iron detcrminatiorn, These prerequisites have not ulways
existed in the past, and naog evoxythere, ilncluding Germany.
. . Howmever, that is whait the future is for, namely to learn from
B the past, and I am sure that much studying and buildlng up is

beinw done at preuent ...‘

The guestion was on the tip of oy tongue to uhiuh coxners of the
world Guhlen's department "Foreign Armies Fust” might Lave been
scattered which, if Cuderian was right, had collected more knowe
o , lodge about the Zoviet Union than eny other intelligence ssrvica
B ' of ‘thv westera world. But Cchlen, diplomuaticully, prevented thae
B gueustion which would have gone right to the core of the work he
was performing Juast tien, Instead, wse talked about how 1 had
come to write my book, and how to preseat correctly his rola
during the last tregic wesks of the Second World War in the Tastg
and did I think I might one day went to write the history of the
Cerman counturinyulliteuce, 1ncludine perhaps its fate after the
collapse.

And that Lrought our cenversation to an end, Yhen we parted, a
sort of ahyness prevenied me rom asking frankly what Gehlen had
done with his 1ife after the wur, 2né whether he had found a goad
position in some business, as his uppearance seezed to indloate,

At any rate, I made s mental note of what he had said about ruture
policies and the minsions of westexn intelligence services, and
today, when it has come true thutl a polioy of wide-awzke realistic
flexibllity is neceuvary, I find tar-sightedness in what he said

as well se u definite waraning against the i{llusions of these times,

Our cars drove away in different directions, in u thick fog,

Two weeks lator & lesrned from a not exsotly taciturn polditician
in Bonn that Reinhard Gehlen had long ego turned his department
"woreign Armies Fast" over to the Ameriaans, neurly intactd

Neit instaloentt _
Birsh of the Orpanization Gehlen,
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Picture of Oohlon Among A Group of Soldiers.

' chend:

' 311 Pictures of Generai Reinhard Gehlcn
Are At Least Ten !ears 01d

. This picture shows Gehlen (the person who atands alone

in front) surrounded by his soldiers during the war,

' There exists no picture of Gshlen taken after the war.
 Even the great photo agencies did not succeed in taking
"~ his picture, although they had promised high rewurds.

" Picture of Gensral GQuderian

Legeml: .

Five Hinutoa To Twelve

shoved the clock when General Gndorian called on Hitlar

to obtain from him reinforcement for the eastern front,
In vain. GCehlen's work, which Guderian had terumed "un-
equalled and .outstanding”, had been futile,

Picture of Hitler

Lagend:
' *That Msn 3hould Be Looked Up
iIn A Mental Ingtltution”

said Hitler when he was shown Gehlen's report about the
plans for an offensive of the Soviet Army, MHitler
refused to balieve -- but Gehlen was right. (On the
lat4 side, behind litler, Fieldmarshal Xeitel, on the
right side Ceneral Halder.) ,
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‘ Faotual Report About Oeneral Gehlen
By Juergen Thbtwald

It was one of tha first wintry days in 1951,
A dark Opel-Kapitaen was rapldly orossing
the streets of Munich, in a light evening .
mist, driving toward the center of the city.
A little later, the two passengers of this
oar sat facing each other in a little villa
in Schwabing, This was the first meeting
between the myasterious General Reinhard Gehm
len, chief of the largest German intelligencs
organization, and the well-known writer Juere
gen Thorwald, Thorwald wrote this report on
the basis of this private conversation, and
the subsequent encounters. It throws a lighst
upon the life of Gehlen, the mysterious "Man
in the Dark"‘

Gehlen was horn in Erfurt on 3 April 1902, as the son of the publiahor
Walter Gehlen; afterwards director of the Ferdinand-Hirth Publishing

‘House in Breslau, He attended the classical Gymnasium in Breslau, and

passed final examination there in 1920, That same year he became &
"Fahnenjunker" (officer-aspirant) of the First Battery of the Artila
lery Begiment 6 in Sehweidnitsz,

‘This deeision was unusual in those’ days; Germany was belng disarne&,

the officer's career offered soant prospeots, It was even more ro-
markable since Gehlen, like his brother who became a scholar, pose
sessed all the qualities requirad for a scholarly profession, His
father, who had been a professional ofiicer before he beocame a pube
lisher, had no doubt influenoced him in this respeots In 1920, his
father ocould not possibly knew to what extent the planned Reichswehr
would be reduced. It was only in 1921 that it was decided to fix the
number .of military personnel at 100,000 men,

A% any rate, in the oourso of thae following years young Gehlen went
through all the ‘phases of tne officer's career in the Reichswehr, On
1 Deeember 1923, after two years of servioce with troops, and after
having attended the Infantry and Artillery School for a year, he
beocame & Lieutenant, In 1926 he was ordered to attend the Cavalry
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School in Hannever, where he was promoted First Lieautenant in 1928,
In 1929 he returned to Schweidnitz as an Adjutant of the Artillery
Doetachment atationed there., - He remained in this position until
1933, when he was detalled to -a General Staff training course,

This order was a special honor at the time, bofore the sudden in-
flation of military personnel due to rearmament and Second World
Ware It is certainly a matter of dispute whether or not the metheds

" .of seleotion were one-sided, which Generaleberst von Seeokt had

established. At any rate, these methods asked for considerabls in-
telleotual faculties, Rarely were more than sixty or seventy young
officars of the entire Reiohswehr, in one and the same year, ad-
midted to General Stafi training which was then still disguised as
"Puehror-Gehilfen-Ausbildung" (training of leaders' aesistants).
Ona of them was Gehlen.

Mllitary Aoademy in 1934

" When the Jilitary Aoademy in Berlin was reopened in 1934, Gehlen was
one of 1ts first students, In 1934 he was promoted Captain.  In 1935

he was attached o the General Staff of the new German army, in the
position of Adjutant to the Oberquartiermeister I (Deputy Chief of
the General Staff). That, too, was an honor, since most Military
Aondemy students were transferred back to the troops. From 1936 to
1937 Gehlen worked under von Hanstein who was then a. General in the
General Staff's Group rFortification, He then served with troeps,
like all other General Staff officers., Gehlen completed this as-
signment in Liegnitz as a Battery Commander in Artillery Regiment 18,

When the Second Werld War broke out, the hurried, sometimes improvised

.establishment of reserve divisions brought Gehlen back to General:

Staff service. He became First General Staff Officer of the 213th
Infantry Division, which belonged to "Wehrkreis" (military area) VIII

-in Silesia, and which formed part of what was called the "Third Wave"

during the Polish campaign.

Immediately after the Pelish campaign, Gehlen (who was now a Major)
was ‘sent back to Group Fortification in the General Staff. During
the French campaign he was the Liaison Officer of von Brauchitsch,
High Commander of the Army, for the Army of Busech us well as for the
Armored Groups of Hoth and Guderian,

Halder's Adjutant

Before the war in ¥rance was over, Gehlen had become the Adjutant of
Generaloberst Halder, Chief of the General Staff of the Army, and six
months luter he was ths head ol Group East of the Section Operation
in the General Staff, under General leusinger. While he was thers,
he was promoted Lieutenant Colonel.s Foxr the firat time he was con-
fronted with the problems of the Bast which were to play so great a
role in hls future life. Up to that time, however, he had never had
any connection with the Intslligonce Serviece., His appointment to
Chief of the 12th Depertmenit of the General Staff in Spring of 1942,

-upen Halder's instigation, came as & surprise even to Gehlen. This

— TR T
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department is better known under the name of "Fremde Heere Ost"
(Foreign Armies Bast).

Bver since it had been established, the department "Foreign Armies
East" we its countarpart was the depariment "Foreign Armies West"
- had had a mission which, in a way, mas of intelligence nature,
The real military German intelligence service, "Abteilung Abwehr”
(Department Counterintelligence) in the High Command of the Armed
Forces, under Admiral Canaris, supervised through i¢s sub-department I
the proourement of intelligence concerning the military strength
and the military plans of the enemy, This intelligence was not
evaluated theres ‘The muterisl collected was passed on to the
Genarsl Staffs of the various branches of the armed forces, These
General Staffs then insiructed Ie-Sections, for example "Foreign

~ Armigs. East'" and "Ioxreign Armies West", to compile this intelligsnoe

in ooherent situation reports,

In addition to, and in competition with, the Intelligence Servioe of
the OKW under Admiral Canaris, the "Reichssicherneitshauptamt der Ss".
set up its own extensive intelligence service, i.e. Section 6 under
3S-Brigadefuehrer bchellenberg.

At first, Reichﬂelchezheltsh¢uptumt was gompoelled to reutriot these

sotivities to political inteliigence, since the Military Intelliganoa
Service of Admiral Canaris blocked its way. However, it was their

_ intention from the start to get Canaris out of the way at the first

opportunity, and to push Section 6 to the top of an extensive polit-
ical-military-economic Intelligence Service., However, these efforts
werea doomed to fail because of the ideological fanatism, the one-
sidedness, and the dilettantism with which the task was tuackl ed.

This intelligence service, for the establishment of which they were
straining every nerve, could not become the ideal succwsssful intelliw
gence service which would procure sober and absolutely objective in-
formation, simply because it looked through.the colored spectacles of

'its own ideologye On the other hand, it was just this fact which

gave it a chance in Hitler's eyes, a better chance than the champions
of incorruptible objectivity would have, since he, too, wanted %o see
the world only through his own colored spectacles,

The Department "Foleign Armies East" had every reason to know this,
even before Gehlen became its chief, Hitler's first steps on the mi-
litary grounds had been uncertain; when several victories convinced
him that he had been right, his uncertainty turned intc o dangerous
certainty of his infallilbility, and thereafter he wanted no more '
exact situation reports, This had become very clear when the Soviet .
Union was attacked, Actually, the blame was not his alone.  General.
oberst Halder, Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces, knew
quite well that his Department "Foreign Armies East" had not worked
satisfaotorily until the end of 194l. Halder's strange fate hud led
him, since the putseh in 1938 against Hitler had failed, via many
victories ascepted by him with mixed fueclings, into futile opposition
against the attack upon the Soviet Union; he felt that the Departe
ment "Poreign Armies East" had provided him with quite inadequate and
unconvineing material, which was not strong enough for him to use for
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his opposition,  His opinion nas that the department, 1nc1uding ite
chief, was antiqnated.

¥hen in winter 1941/42 the disaster set in for the Germen army in-

. the East, when the first signs of the collapse became discernidle
.and justified Halder's pessimism, he decided upon 8 thorough -reorga-

nization.

The Birth of Organization G.

'Halder had not yet abandoned all hope that he might convince Hitler

of the fatal dangerousness. of his boundless military adventures by

"confronting him with strong facts, A new department "Foreign Armies

East" was to furnish him facts and arguments. Halder put forty-year
old Colonel Gehlen in charge of the organization of this department;
he knew why he selected a man who knew nothing whatever about intel-
ligence acotivitiss., He knew Gehlen., He knew the .qualities which

had made this man an outstanding figure even then, Not only was

Gehlen energetic, .and had the qualities of a great organizer; he
also possessed all the taleats of un incorruptible, covl, scientific
systematist; he had the intellectual farsightedness of a man whose
thoughts went beyond military affairs into the fields oI economy and
politics, Last, but not least, he poussessed that touch of empathy

' and intuition which is indispensable in intelligence work. If Halder

has ever shown psycholbgical insight, it was in this instance.

. I do .not now what Gehlen'thought of Hitler and his national-socialis$

policies during the first years ol the war, He was probably. as in-
different as many other officers who afterwards became the victims of-
the 20th of July, At any rate, whon he assumed his new duties, his

intelleot, cool as it was, had already clearly distinguished between -

. 1lusion and reality.. He, an o0ld and close friend of Stief and Fincke,

¥new what to think of Tltler's p01101ea and Uitler's warfare, -His las?

~1llusion, if he hed had any, muri have Leen the one which madd him

eocept the mission, It was the hope nursed by Halder wnd mony others,

“that they might still persuade Hitler,through the force of circumetanoea,

to turn back and desist.

Shortly after he had taoken over, Gehlen had speken to a young officer
who had been detailed to his staff shortly before, and what Gehlen
said is charaoteristic of what he had in mind in regard to the East,
which was to be his future domain. His words were charecteristio elss
for the plans he had for his devartment end his work,

The young man's name was Herre. - He was a Major, and he jad just gone
through the ordeal of the heavy winter battles near Stalino with the
German Mountain Corps. According to leera's notes, Gshlan asked him:
"Tou probabdly expected to be given another assignment N

"Yes, Sir",
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Eitler'é Illusions

Gehlen', "I'm sorry. My General Staff ofiicers must he young, and
they must have had battle experience, and they nust know Russia.

“You can count those who are eligible on the fingers of one hand...

The Department I have: taken over here has done carsless and thought-

' less workc"

'It will be our task"‘ Gehlon continued, "to ebtain’ an& objective,
comprehensive, and convinocing picture of the situation, and to draw
this pioture with such exactness that no one in Supreme Headquariers
ean overlook 1ts import. That is our chief task, which has first

priority, and we can ocarry it out only with fresh and vigo*ous per- .
- sonnal," - .

And:  "The result of our first task will make it mercilessly clear
to us that it was a perilous illusion to belisve that our military

‘forces could defeat Hussia, We must get used to speaking openly,
" The Fuehrer's idea of conguering Russia by force, with the aim of

incensiderate exploitation.as if it were & German oolony, cannot but
bring ruin upon-us, The work of our Department will make it clear
to us, with scientific exaciness, that there is but one chance for

us to settle the problem of the Soviet Union satisfaoctorily. We oan:

remove the Soviet system only if we suoceed in making allies of the
Rusoian pepuletion, Vhat you saw when you advanced, pictured the
situation throughout the country: - namely, that the population is
singularly inclined to. welcome us. They were spontaneously williag
to help us., However, the instruotions of the Supreme Command eof the
Army forbid us to use this willingness for our purposes,..Evérything
depends on whéther or not we shall suecceed in .making the results of
our work so convineing that the Fuehrer will realize that there is
absolutely no hope for his policy of power, and will accept the faot
thet this war can be brought to a good end only in cooperation with
the Russian masses..e.which end must not mean that Fussia is going te

. be a Utopian colony of Germany...".

These words prove that Gehlén, who had just emerged from the anonymity
.0f General Staff officer, did not think of the mission he had just’
‘started on merely as a speciel mission, Despite the frequent stomach

troubles of the chronically overburdened worker, he soon mastered the
task Lalder had pegged out for him.

Agents in the Ural

He selected young able-bodied organizers, He knew how to make ef-
feotive use in his depuriment of persons who knew Russia, persons who
were technical, economic, agricul tursl, and political experts, some
of whom hed been misassigned io some orderly job in a stsff offices

When Gehlen disocovered that there was only a very thin sfreém of in-
telligence flowing in from the department "Counterintelligence" of
the High Command of the Armed Forces, fqr too thin for him to obtain-
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a true piloture of the situation in the Seviat Union, he used his

. own initiative, OCanaris, wise and skeptieal, foresaw that he

would not hold his office very much longer; he net only gave
Gehlen suthority, but helped him, too, Canaris realizaed that
the endeavors of the Reichssicherheitshauptamt to have him- relievad

" and to take over his agency, would be suacessful in the ‘end, He

thought that shifting his 1nte111gence activities in the Bast over
to the department "Foreign Armies East", whose previous work had

- largely consisted of mere intelligence evaluation, might be the
‘only way to stem what was evolving.

As time went on, Gehlen succeeded in colleoting his om’ 1nforma-
tion about the Soviets. Other officers were appointed to positions
in -the" counterlntelligenoe agenocies of the Eaat front armies which

- had often been inadequately filled. "Frontaufklaerungstrupps®
- (frontline reconnaissance units) were establighed in Army Groups,

whose sole missxon was to estublish exactly how st:ong the enemy

 wag, und what he planned to do.
"Every prisoner was interrogated; ‘oombat patrola nere‘eent ont to

capture certain persons; every Soviet soldier's pay-book, every
Soviet newspaper, every -Soviet APO letter, every imprint on cap-
tured weapons and installations was studied, The total information,
when evaluated, produced an amuzing amount of intelligence i:ateriel,

b<oyatemat1c collesting and studying of all available newspapers, of

world radic news concerning the Soviet Union; the interrogetion cnd
employment of civilian Soviet specialists on this side of the German
front (it was the first time that this was done); the evaluation of
aerial photes, and the employment of Russian anti-Soviet agents
which reached as -far as the Ural -- all this made the compilzation of
situation reports possible of a kind never known before,

Gehlen adjusted his raconnaissanoce activities to the Soviet system,
end extended them over long periods, Realizing the difficulty of
finding collaberators in high Soviet Party or Covernment oftices,

"who would collect highest level information, he sent young antie

communist Russians back %o the Soviet territory with the instruction
to work their way up in the Party und to report back after ten or
fifteen years or so.

It seemed at the time that hs could not have more- ‘than a ten-percent

chancde to suoceed. That his chances were actually much better, be- -
came evident many years after the war when such @en in high functions
actually gave signs of life.

Canaris' Downfall

In May 19244, when Schellenberg finally reached hls goal of getting
Canaris out of his way and taking over the militury intelligence

service, Gehlen's derartment "Po*elgn Armies East" had long before
becomz an independent Intelligence Service which covered the eantire

- eastern area.

T
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" definitely with the system of one-sided military aspects, and ine
. 6luded- everything of a political, economic, industrial, und even

-7~

This wae the seoret of Gehlen's suocesst organizational skill;
oreative imagination in weaving the intelligence nat; the ability
to win honest friends, and their eonfidence, among the antiwSeviet
Russians of those years; .and the systematio aseembling of minute
mesaics which had been neglected before, and which now revealed
plotures of the over-all situation,. In his methods he broke

philesophieal nature, Gehlen's situation reports were justified,
as early as in 1943, by subsequent events, with a precisioen which
had an’ alarming effect upon experts. _ ‘

Fext issuer . - '
Flirtation With Death |
Gehlen Mukes Conditions to Americans
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Legend:s

Tegends

Legends

Legend:

Picture of Gehlan

A Penetrating Eye -= in Energetio Chin

are the distinguishing points. 1n Gehlen's faoe, This
picture was taken during the war, it is one of the

" very feow snapshots taken of him, and it alraady shows

‘the clarity and self-<assurance, the supreme intel-

.leotual analysis, all the qualities which have always

been mentioned oy Gehlen's oovorkars.. N

Pibture of a Sehoololass

A Slim Toush of Eighteen L
Thiu pioture was taken in 1920, . A reader of WELT AX

© JONNTAG kindly sent it uas, He was Relnhard Gehlen's

classmate during nine years, in the Koenig~W11he1m-
Qymnasium in Breslau, Gehlen is the first person in
the first row, on the left side,

Plcture of. Canaris

Admirél Canaris

lent G, a helping hand. When the SS felled Canaris,
the Gehlen organization had already taken over many
of Canaris! missions,

Picture of Himmler

Himmler Interfereé

Himmler tried to increase his influence over the
nilitary Intelligense Service of which Admiran Canaris
was the head, through the Reichssicherheitshauptamt,
Department 6, under 3S-Brigudefuehrer Schellenverg.
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"Die Welt", -
Sunday, 27 November 1955
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?actual Beport on Geneml Gehlen and
His Organization

By Juergen Thorwald

III.FLIRTATIOH WITH DEATH

'hon Gohlen took up the poaition of chief of the Departmont "Foreign
Armies Eaat" in 1942, he thought that his mission should not consist

‘of more collocting incontestably olesar situation reports on the

strength and on the intentions of the Soviet enemy, the deadly grim-
ness of which,one hoped, might still deprive Kitler's nilitary ad-
venturousness of its basis, :

Halder, whose thoughts had been trained along purely military linas,
might be satisfied with the idea that he might succeed in deviating

'Hitler's mind from further offensives in the East, which would then

make it possible to stert on a defensive action according to plan,
However, this was no solution for the unproveoked fighting in the
East, considering what might happen afterwards,

Haider, Too, Was Overthrown

| @ohlen, whose mind'already reached fufther, beybnd purely military

matders, joinesd men who had discarded all thoughts concerning the

- appropriation of Soviet soil on the part of the Germans, and who

wished to conclude an alliance on a confidence basis with those
nillions of Soviet citizens who were ready to rebel against Stalin.
Gehlen was aware that these endeavors (he knew that in this idea
Ben like Wagner and Stauffenberg agreed with him) could be succeas-
ful only if put into praotice swiftly, as long as the East was still
avare of the German power, and as long as Stalin's government had .
not recovered from the first shock, Hitler's and Himmler's policy
of "destruotion of subhumanity" had already greatly shalen hope and

¢éonfidenoce in the oocupied territories, -Should this policy of con-

tempt and murder be continued, it could not but result in a wave of
hatrad, never to be overcome, ihstead of in the readiness of millioms
to believe in the Germans as their helpers in their fight against the
government in Moscow. It could not but drive the masses towarad
Stalin, and it could not but provide Stalin with an opportunity to
take the lead in a war of liberation against the Germans, Gehlen

' foresaw that this development would make Stalin a national hero, and
. that the Soviet population would gather around him -~ not in oom-

munistioc unity but -~ in a patriotio fervor like they had never known
bafore, Not only was it necessary Yo bring Hitler to his ssnses in
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regard to military affairs; 1% was also necessary to sbandon the
idea of Germanic colonization,.and the absurd conception of Russian
"subhumanity" .

When Gehlén had ‘assumed resp9n31bility, he did evarything in his power

"to support strivings to thet effect. His decisions were of a very

stimulating nature.  There was an interrogation camp for captured v
Soviet officers in Loetzen vhich was under his command, and where

- Soviet prisoners were indiscriminately treated on an equal basis;
" numerous Bussian and Ukrainian persons emerged from this camp who soen

played a leading role in the various attempts at establishing Russian
troops and at organizing liboration movements, It was his departmemt-
which picked out General Vliassov in Loetzen, dbrought him to Vinitza,

- and- tried to prepare the ‘road for him to become the head of a Russian

liberation movement against Stalin.

I do not know exuotly how long Gehlen believed in the. possibility ")
put such ideas into praotice, under the prevailing circumstances, on

" the one hand, concidoring the speed with which he obtained knowledge

of the reallty of Soviet 1ifo, he must soon have reulized the diffieule

"ties with wh? ~ the former Soviet citizens were confronted because of

the dissimilarity of thought among Greater Russians, Ukruinianbepara=
tists, or Cuucasiuns, They may have overcome the dirficulties in the
end. However, it proved hopeless to convince fAitler of the deadly
grimness of the situation, at least of the military part of it,

'Halder's hopes were completely frustrated. Hulder was overthrown.

Gehlen realized that there was no chance any more ot chunging Hitlex's
thinking, dominated us Lt was by obsession and obstinucy. 4And there

were already signs oi the birth of a new Kussian nation undsr com-

munist-nutionaliast bunners, welded togegher in the struggle for libera~
tion, and proud of their common successful fight ugainst the German
intruders, :

Gehlen, pivot of an intelligence service through whica he obtained a
pilcture of the truth which became clearer by the day, lost any i1lluaion
he may have had within the shortest possible time., I have reason to
believe that in 1943 he was still following a trend of thought which .
was being pusued by several of those men who afterwards became viotims
of the 20th of July 1944. This trend of thought had to do with a
radical change of policies in the Last, and with starting an untram-
meled liberation movement against Stalin after the forcidle disposal
of Aitler, Himmler, und Rosernberg, He olung to the hope that in this
way, in the East, he coull attain u gsemblance of peace within a
reasonable time; that he could explein to the world that the Gormans
had turned their back upon Hitler's policies of acquisition; and that
they might become strong enough in the West to bring about a peaoe
which would not neocessarily require unconditional surrender.

* When I had my second, iong conversation with Gehlen in 1953, in the

course of which we talked of his connection with Vlassov, this point
vag touched only in passing. Uowever, I am sure thut Gehlen reaslized
vary soon that such hopes and pleus were unreal., £t the end of 1943,
it was irrevoesably too late for any successful political change in the
Fasts Gohlen would no longer lend himself to awaken hope in Russians
or Ukrainians whilc there was nothing in Germen leadership to justify
such hope, He thought that it rould be a crime to get anyone of. them
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into Y position which could not but stigmatize the person as & traitor,
and as a German hireling., He tried to help all those who had openly
joined the Germans at ,the times when there had still been a hope that

- the political attitude of the Jerman leaders loward the East might

- chenge. He certainly did so when it became necessary to bring as many
of tham as possible to the Weat.

The 8s Agalnst Gehlon

: Gehlen's ekeptioism, and his smiling sarcasm conoerning the talk about
the dangerous power in home policies which, it was believed, may
aocumulate in the person of an intelligence service chief, date back
‘to those tikes, The weapons of any large intelligence service, truth .
.and reliable information, are desarable for the truly powerful only if
their power is combined with wisdom and insight, Therefore, by 1943
Gehlen had realized that even the most perfect achievementa of Lis de~

partment were no longer of influenoe upon the fate of Germany in the

- ‘Second World War, . : .

“Phe legendary General Gehlen" one of Schellenberg's closest coworkera

~ told me, -years after the war, ahortly before Schellenberg died, "wantéd
Hitler removed Just like the 20th-of-July group wanted it, We were

. sure of that, Had not Guderian, in those first days after thz 20th of
July, proteoted quite a nuwber of members of the General Staff against
whom there was no immediate proof, by swearing to their faithfulnees to
Hitler, we might then and there have succeeded in getting Gehlen at
least removed from his position, Ha-d the war lasted only six more
months, i1t would have happened at any rate, However, Gehlen must
surely have possessed too reliable information as that he could still.
hope, in mid-1944, for a successful attempt at Hitler's life. He
oertainly knaew that the masses in Germany, and the soldiers and young
officers still believed in Hitler, not in some unpopular General Staff
officers, Fileldmarshals, or long-forgotten old politicians,..I am con-
vineced that it was this which prevented him from joining the groups of
assassins, although some of them were very eloss friends of his, He
bated illusions and day-dreaming., He accepted the defeat already as
an inescapable certainty...We stlll clung to illusions, Ee had none,
He 3ay only the naked reslity, We knew that, At least we guessed it,
and that was one more reason to remove him, But there was no more time
for it, Developments were golrng over our heads,..".

The man who sald this did not know that I knew Gehlen, But he did knew
of Gehlen's role, His frank words were probably a correct description
of Gehlen's development during the last years of the wer. He did his
work to the very lust with his usual exactitude. However, his hope for
some sort of effect upon the leaders, if he still nursed any such hope,
cannot have besn but very slight. In those days when Guderian wus doing
his very beat to obtain relnforcement for the eastern font, the last one
outside the German borders, his hope was directed upon the reinforece-
“‘ment of this frontline and, as far as 1t was still posoible, upon the
military protection of East Germany at the sacrifice of the western
front, He would have no illusions about whaet was in stors for East Ger-
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many :should the pendnlum'of Hitler's conquest policies swiﬁg back.

. However, Guderian's endeavors were, at the best, desperate attempts

atvreacuofwh;ch could not ochange the general fate of Germany,
Not later than in mid-1944 did Gehlenbegin with naking extra copies

" of all reports, files, studies, and material in archives which nad

bearing on the Soviet Union, and to ztore them safely in secret
airraid shelters in fortified Upper Bavaria. The contents of the

"arohives of the department "Foreign Armies Bast" were reproduced so
~ that it was practically impossiole to destroy them. Gehlen's pur-

h pose was not.at all of a personal nature, as has sometimes baen

asgerted in the course of the past yearss He nevar thought of safing'
his own skin, or muintaining his living standard, or maybe obtaining

". some nebulous career, by ofkering the invaluable m»terial of his

arohives to the Americans.

Plans for A Courier Service

- Gehlen's objectives weic of & different nature. . What he wanted, in

. view of the disintegration, expected with certainty, of the ullianoe

“"between Russia and the weastern powers, was to @9 his share in in-

forming the governments of the westem powers, Americus in the first
place, of the real aims of the Soviet Union, and of the display of
its power, with the aid of the material accumulated in his sarchives

f_ahd staffs, The logical consequence would be %o realize the necessity
) to restore Central FEurops, and, naturally, also Germanys. Cehlen had

no illusions about the speed of cuch development, He had evern lesc
11lusions about the willingness of the West to accept his offer. 4nd,
incidentally, Gehlen's officer's training under a national asystem

. could not simply be cast off. e realizod that netionalists might-

easily misinterpret his behavior as that of & traitor,

| Whez T telked with Gehlen in 1953, I asked him sbout this side of his
- gotions at the time. "The simple mnswwer he gave me mude me guess his

inner struggles in 1944/45.

On_or :shout 19 April 1945 the departuent "Foreign Atmies East" sas

trans?iaved from Camp Maybach nsar Zossen to Upper Bavaria, in the

‘vicinlty of ¥iesbach, and so the safety of Gehlen's triple archives
.was 28 gnod as guaranteed. He then divided his department into several

sectiony, and assigned to cach section key stuff members whox he had

~-lat into his plaanss They had instruction to let themsslves ove taken
. prisonsrs by tho Americans, not to congeal their identity, and to make

Yo preciss statements. A sort ol courier service was installed, by
which they -could remain in touch evan after the arrest. un principle,
exact statements were to be made only when Gehlen would give the word,

varsighted Aherican General

While the tnnks of -the American General ! Putton rolled through Bavaria,
Gehlen and the closest of his :taft lived in two clpire farms somewhere
near Miesbach. Gehlen himself lived in the soc-called Flends-Alm, He
intended to give himself up as soon as the first troubles of ocoupation
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would be over. The Amerieans did not climb the mountains., Only after

. gome time did they search some of the motuntains for SS-troops possibly

hiding there. Unly once did they come near the Elends-Alm, When they
did not return within a few days, Gehlen went down to liiesbach, and
gave himself upe He handed over his papers, He explained who he was,
and that he wished to talk with a h;gh-rauking American intelligence

officer dn higher echelon,

~.Ho Amerioan intelligence service was in existence at the time with any -
‘pesemblance to the huge, and apparently very efficient, "CIA" organiza~

$ion of our dayss There was a political intelligence service with vexy
limited possibilities. It was under the strong influence of leftist

liberal "parlor pinks" who played an important role in American politiaai

life in those times. In addition, each branch of the American Armed
Forces had its own rather limited military intelligence servics, They .
ware not interested in information about the Soviet Union. There was the

+ CIC (COunter Intelligence Corps) which was an organization supposed to
‘protest the American troops again:st agentis, saboteurs etc., This CIC had
"inflated ih the briefest possible time in proportion to the immenseness

of the territorises the Awmerican Army covered while advancing -in Europee -
Numerous communists obtained iwpourtant functions in it, The activitiss
of the CIC consisted chiefly of hunting down nazis and "militarista",

It was in the nature of its activities that it was blind to communist

infiltration.

The first office to which Gehlen reported was a CIC agency. At any rate,

Gehlen was of sufficient intersst to be passed on to higher authorities,
It was the period vwhen General Staff officers were subject to so-called
"automatic arrest”, and when the plan was conceived to banish German
General Staff qfficers for ever to a remote island,

In the course of the next weeks Gehlen passed the usual intermediate
atations, and was finaully taken to the so-called "Intelligence Center", .
Headquurters Seventh Army in Wiesbaden., It was here that, after several

‘routine interrogations, Geulen happened to meet the American Intellie

gence officer in the rank of a General, to whose initiative the present
Organizution Gehlen owes its existence.

',1his General was one of the few high-ranking American officers who was

uware of the fundamental contrast between the political und iddological
world of the Soviat Union and that of the western powers (at the time
he was. at varisnce even with Eisenhower and with the entire ufficial

American policy and strategy).

The name of -this General has remuined a sec‘et to this duy. He took it
on his own responsibility to releasc some of (ehlen's most important
staff members from interrogation camps snd POW camps, The most imporie
ant parts of the files of the Department "Foreiga Armies East" were
shipped to Wiesbaden from the socret places where they had been stored.
Shortly after, still in Summer of 1945, Gehlen and several members of
his staff traveled to Washington, with the files., -There, too, in the
top organization of the Americen Army's Intelligence Service, were a
few officers who watched the new world constellation after Hitler's end.
They had no influence yet on political and militery decisions. But thek
were powerful enough to mke their own decisione in their own fields,
Their names have also remained a secret, When I asked Gehlen in 1953,

he [latly refused to give an answer,
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Phe reasons for this secrecy wiére clear at the time, and in a way
" they are still clear todaye The agroements those officers sub-
ssquently made with Gehlen on their own responsiy¥ility were
actually high-handed and wnlawful actss These rots were in contra-
diction with the policies itheir own ocountry was following, and it
was only by subsequant developments that they Were justified.

Generous Partners

_ What Gehlen had to offer wass & well-funotioning intelligenoe

organisation against the Soviet Union, the only one then existing
in the world., This must have meant much for men who foresaw that
the American Intelligence Service would soon be compelled to deal
‘with the problem of the Soviet Urion on a world-wide scale., To -

‘make use of Gehlen and his men meant that the American Intelligenoe

- 8ervice would very soon.be superior in. this field,

What Gehlen .demanded in return was indeed extraordinary, The ob-
vious thing for the Americans would have been to empley Gehlen and
‘his staff as German assiatanta, as they did with many German ex-
Generals and specialists in the so-called "Histovical Division".
One of the most prominent Germans employed there was Halder,
Gehlaen's former chief, who had appointed him chief of the Depart-
ment "Foreign Armies East".

‘Gehlen refused to be employed in such eapaeity. He demanded»that
the suecessor organization of the Deparitment "Foreign Armies East™
be a purely German organization, under his sole control, but with
an American liaison office, and with a fixed Ameriocan Dollar
budgets Secondly, this organization should work for the United
-States.only as long as there was no sovereign Germun Government,

As soon as that Government was established, Gehlen, being a German,
could not but feel responsible to it. .Thirdly, Gehlen demanded
that His organization not be forced to furnish information with no
bearing on the East, nor muterial directed against the interests of

a future German state.

Striectly Secret

One is forced to cast one's mind haok to the situation as it was
then, in order to understand these demands, Hardly anyone dared
 believe in the restoration of Cermany. The Morgenthau. dreams had

not ended yet. The policy of unity emong the victors, of friend-
" ship with the Soviet Union, was prevailing. Offiocially it was
prohibited in Germany to speak of the Soviet Union other than of a
peaca~loving demooratic power., In this eltuation, it certainly
required an unusual amount of knowledge of political realities %o
make such demands. )

" On the other hand, even more was demanded from the American officers
_vho actually accepted Gehlen's demands, It .would have baeen easy to
employ German assistants, Soon after, the British Iuvelligence Ser=-
vice, too, made use in secreoy of German advisors whose previous
vork had had bearing on German eastern polities, or who had been
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‘-Thus the ”Organizatxon Gehlen" was ostabliahed.

.

German. officers .in Ukrainien and Bussian anti-Stalin fofmations.
Fut the restoration of a complete German intelligence organiza-
%lon -- ‘that was a game with considerablo risk,

In ltrict secrecy, in the disguino of an Anerican eivilian sgancy,

Gehlen and his chief staff members resumed thoir work in seolusion,

in a ramote ‘place. in’ the Spasssrt.

,One after the other, the former staff menbers and speolalists wers
‘released from their respective camps, some of them under mysterious
. eocirocumstances, 0ld cennections were reestablished. Anerioan

oigarettes were a useful item of the first budgat.. ; L vy

o

Its security system woTked 80 - uffectively for masny years, that.

" hardly an outsider in Germany had the least inkiing of its existenee, - 3
aven after its activities had been asccepted in Washington as a pard

of ths new line in American post-wayr. polisciss,

Re;t issues

The fisiting Card ~- Aocepted !
Espionage Trials Causse Sensation,
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Legend:

Legends

¥ountain Seemery

' When the war had ended, Gehlen withdrew to

' A'Remote Paxt of Uppe. Bavaris,

_His archives were also safe, Prom here hs
."desosnded to the valley and gave ‘himself

up to the Anericans

Pioturé of General Vlassov and of Female Workers

Female Workers Ltstép to General Vlassov

Gehlen wantad to eonguar bolsheviem with the aid
of the opposition against Stalin in the Soviet
aphere of power. N

Piqture‘of Gehlen

¥ith Vliasaov's Troops
-Gehlen Takes the Salutey
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Faotual Report on- General Gehlen and
. o His Organization

By Juargen Thorwald

iv. "Agent 00}1" Becomes Loguasious

Once or twioce, in recent reports about Gehlen and his or-
ganization, it has been pointed out that the first great
"success of this organization was the dreskup of the extire
net of agents in West Germuny of the Czech Intelligence

Service in 1948 and 1949. No more was divulged.

At the time the American Intelligenoe Service claimed all
the oredit for that destructive operation. To the press
conference, especially convensd for that occasion, Prasidant
Truman stated in November 1948, on the duy after the largew
scale arrest action against the Czech agenis, that this was:
the greatest feat of the imerican Intelligeace Service.

Aotually, this feat had solely been accomplished by the
Organization Gehlen, although it is true -- and this

" Justifios the Amerisan point of view -- that it owed its
.existence to the USA, and that it sas still a part of the
.American Intelligence Service, much as it aspired ufter

© independence. . Surely, a& man like Gehlan -- ruserved, exe
“tremely suspicious of nationalistie self-praise, and a very
clever diplomat -- would never demand that the true faots
be published, and that the American reports published at
the time be corrected. Nevertheless, the actual facts
differed from what could be divined from the rather brlef
reports published at the time,

On 9 November 1948,. the American Military Police arrested about forty

‘men and women, most of them in Bavaria., They were mostly Sudeien
Germans, Some were sent to Landsoerg, others to the interrogation
camp in Oberursel, and for a few months they disappeured from the

soaene, Naxt to nothing was publiahed about it. Of the little that
was said, the population of Germuny hardly took notice, after all the
arresting and- interning thut had. been done during the preceding years,
and in view of the struggle for the dally breud which was still

going on.
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An espionage case tried in Munich a few months later, on 17 February
1949, in an Ameriocan hospital in Koeniginstrasse, came quite 23 a
surprise, An American Military Committee, presided over by Brigadier
Genoral John L. HoKee, sat in judgment, The Prosecutor was Lt.Col.
Thomson, The American Colonel Crawford had bsen assigned Ghief
Counsel for the Defense., Only one man sat in the dock; he was about
thirty-one years old, His name was Prantisek Klecka, He had been a
waiter on the Orient Express, and had been arrested on 9 November
1948, -At first the trial was overshadowed by the general security.
Tegulations, Aa usual, vhere was only talk of violation of the Mili-
tary Government Law Ho.8, according to which persons who endangeresd
the safety of the American drmy were subjeot to trial by a Military

" Court. _However, surprisingly, the secrecy ban was lifted in the

course of the trial, by order of General Clay and upon instruction of

_Major General Maxwell Taylor, wbo wus then the chief of Staff of the

Auerican Porces in Europe.

Twenty Years Hard Labor

The proceedings were turned lato a public trial so late that the -
sentence to twenty ysars hard labor was pronounced almost immediately
thereafter. However, the public, if it was interested aut all in i%t,
at leagst learned thut Klecka, upon instructioa of the Czech Intelli-
gence Service, had held an important position in & net of agents,
wnose miselon had been to spy out the location of American and Britiah
troops, the development of German industrial enterpcises and traffic
routes, and the polltical attitude of the expelleea in the American
zone of occupation,

Three Yomen Accused

Soon after, the Americun Court under ¥oKee reconvened. Agah Lt.Col,
Thomson acted as- the Prosecutors There were five men and three womam
in the dock, who were accused of having held decisive funotions in

.the net of agents of the Czech Intelligence Service in West Germany,

They all belonged to the group which was arrested on 9 November 1948,
There was 26-~year old, spirited, intelligent Gerti Doerre from ’
Moschendorf; the wife of Dr.Habliek, at the time in charge of tha
rosidence permit offi ce in the Bavarian State Coumissariate for Ex-
pellee Affairs, Maria Hhblick; and Edith Dittrich, student and jours
nulist, the last two {rom Liuniche The men were: the waiter Adolf
Frank, wnd Franz Bayer, Rubeit Kiuse, Walter Friedrich, und 24-year
old Egon Richter. Almost all of them were Sudeten Germans, Thay wars
all nccused of having systemuticully betruyed military, economic, und
political secrets to the Czeth Intelligenee Services All of them had
mude only purt confessions, 4ll of them pleaded that they had been
the vietims of & delusion, or,at tha best, that they had furnished
faked or worthless iniormation, in an effort to protect relutives
sgsinst reprisuls who still lived in Czechoslovakia, Ou the first

day of the trial Gerti Toerre still smiled to herself, wad Edith
Dittrioh flirted as If she were in a dauce-hally apparently they were
sure that little could happen to them.

— T
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Suddenly, on the second day of the trial, 3 March 1949, the first
surprise bomb went off., A stranger entered the courtroom as a
witness for the Prosecution, He had coarse features, thin blaock
hair, wide cheekbones, a turned-up nose, and a flabby, pale skin,
He looked neither at the Prosecutor nor at the Members of the

Courto

As soon as he entered the courtroom, the faces of several defendants
grew.pale and showed unutterable, paralyzing terror, He was none
other than the chief of that field office of the Czech Intelligence
Service with which all defendants had cooperated:s Staff Captain
Ottokar Fejfar, ocover name "Filipowski", or otherwise known by the
number "Agent 0031", It was brought to light that his ~agenoy had

_controlled all Czech agents in West .Germany, -

The American Proseoutor, after a side~glance at the defendants who .
ware frantically trying to reguin their composure, stated that Fej-

. -faxr had left Czechoslovakia after the overthrow of the Czech Govern-
-ment Benes, since he was opposed to Gottwald's communistic regine.

When he emigrated, he took along with him all the material of .his
agenoy, -his order book, the list of ull Caech agents in Weat Germany,

“and carbon copies of the reports the agents had nade, Yejfar and.

his files were now at disposal, to bring the crime home to everyone
of the defendants in Court -- and not only %o them, but also to

- numerous others who hud heen arrested months ago, and who would by

their trials receive the punishment they deserved.

From this momgnt on, the situation of the defendants was hopeless,

. The Prosecutor, assisted by Fejfar who mude his statement, zad pro-
rduced proof, in a low voice and with downcast eyes, but coneisely

and oleerly, unrolled a full picdture of their aoctivities., From 1946
to 1948 they had, more or less frequently, orossed the German-Czech
border illegally near Huchlbaoch, Rehuu, or Grafenau, They had met

_Fejfar's mediators in the customs buildings on the Czech side, and

had then proceeded to Franzeasbad with Czech identity papers, They
had handed over their mzteriul in the hotels "Europa" and "Coraso",
and had reoeived rewards in the amount of between 10 Dollars and

"200 DM, and had then been given new assignments, All of them had

cover names, For example, Gerti Doerr was "Annabellu"™; Xdith
Dittrioh was "Manon"; Maria Hablieck "Leila"; fRovert Xruse "Don
Joséd", :

And The Second Witness ,..

The Doerre girl, who worked ia the CIC ofiice in iloschendorf, had
made reports soncerning Hof, Rehau, and the CIC. Ditirich, who had
been an IRO seeretury for a tiwme, had provided information on the
airbases Neubiberg, Schleisscheim, and Fueratenfeldbruck, #Haria
Hablick had taken to Czechoslovakia documents belonging to her un-~
suspecting husbuad and which had bearing on his official duties,
some ‘8t11l in the envelopes of the Bavarian Ministry of the In-

_terior, Franz Bayer had furnished material on the troop drilling

grounds in Paderborn; Egon Richter provided information on Bxitish
troops und instullations in Lueneburg, Humburg, hrlangen, Hof, and
Kitzingen,
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However, the Prosecutor did not content himself with Fejfar's

- testimony. On 8 March 1949 he led into the courtroom another

Staff Captain from the conirolling agenoy for West Germany of .
" the Czech Intelligence Service, This was Staff Captain Vojteoh
Jerabek, known to several defendants ay Hofmann. That his :
- 'testimony was of 8o decisive importance was due to the fast that
he had been a olose ocoworker of the Czech Staff Captain Janda who
_ had been Fejfar'e predecessor as the chief of the controlling
offige "West"™ until 1948, Jerabek testified to the number of
‘bardererossings of the defendants, 1noluding those made before
Fejfar'e time.

a The- evidanco was ‘80 overwhelming that. the Ansigned Counsel Craw-

ford and the German Counsel Weinberger could net but restrict
_ %themselves to explanations of the ~- sometimes tragxoal -
- ¢ircumstances which had driven the defendanta into their role of

".agenta.

There was no denying that Janda and Fejfar, and their staffs, had
systematically sought to get a hold over Sudeten German expellees
in Cermany by enabling them to contact their parents and relatives
who had stayed behind in Czechoslovakia., VWherever this bait did
not have the desired effect, they did not hesitate te make them
give in by threatening that they would take it out on their
.relatives,

More Trials

However, the efiorts of the Counsels for the Defense had but little
effect, Frank and Xruse were sentenced to 18 years of penal ser=
vitude; +the Doerre girl to 12 years; the Dittrich woman to nine
years; Bayer and Friedrich to eight years; XNaria Hablik to s even
.yeare~ and Egon Pichter to one year,

!he Court was still in session for this trial, when two more trials
‘were opengd in Munieh, and others in Central and North Germany.‘ ,
‘Hot one of the agents who were arrested on 9 November 1948 escaped
' the verdiet of the Law. ,

Heantime gvery observer had realized that this had indeed been a
deoiaive blow, They had hit the core of that part of - the Czefh In-
telligence Service which worked in West Germany, ' After this success,
By whioh they had obtained the lists of all the agents at the time
‘employed in West Germany, the raiding of the nest offered no diffi-

~culties,

“'The Gzech Intelligence Service which had been compelled in 1945 to
bagin from the bottom up, faced complete ruin in West Germany,

" Bevéral yaars' hard work was wasted, and its result blotted out,
They waere compelled to start all over again with building up their
organization, and it would take years,

Gehien Puts Two Men To Work

But how had this been achieved ? Was it mere luck and coincidence ?
Had the flight of Fejfar and his staff to the West come as u surprise

| [ave iramey | 4 pen-emem
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to. the Americans;? -Qr had the American Intelllgenoc Sexvieo brought,
or: lured.u$hese~tvo men to the West by a sarefully. worked out plan 7
'Bnds;- what. oirouagtances had they come to Weost. Germany, f-eNo one
a.npwerqd tbese questions, .- - . I saw i

-!‘oday i.%"ia“impera‘tin to give an anhur, "4n arder no% ’to pass over -

- Bertain’ ehatasteristio moments: in;the’ hiatbry of: tha Organization
Gahleh whicli“whsof inportance for ¢Ae'Pejutation of the organiza-

- Hiony. and iterprestige.in. the. eyes,of. the:.Americans, who: wera to be
Shedr putnw;s £or many.yeaxrss; -In.Sunmer- of 1948; tho organization
had learned;fromsa - fow fogmer: meabexs: of, the:Section; FForeign Armies

. -Basth, whey being SudetenGermens, still.lived.in Cseeboslovakia,

- that; the. so=~palled Field: 0ffice. ! TOMICKA". in.xarisba¢~hgd new ...

' menagersy iMTQMICKA” belonged to.the Second Department. 0% the ]rirst.
Czech.uilitary District, and was believed to be the controlling

~ sgenoy for West Germany of the: Czech Intelligence Service.

- B¥aff. captsin Ja.nda., who had been. the provious' ch-tet, and. pho ‘may

" have been arrested, had been.replaced on 1l April, 1948, by, Staff Cap-
tain.Felfary,:vho h&d been a, . meaber of.the Second Departmant ainoe
-Spring .of 19471..: It-was,belleved Yhat Fejfar did not possess a very
active mind; he had been a follorer of Benes, and he expected not
much good to”come from Go ttwaldfs" communis t reg:me 1n ‘the 1ong un

C(includthz for his ‘o™ parson).

It was believed that FPejfar may be persuaded to change over to the
Hest, 4

The refore Gehlen put two of his men to work in Karlsbuid with the
‘instruction to start out with watching Vejfar's private life, and to
. establish private connections with him or with his family., 1In Karls-
bad ‘this mission was a matter of life or death.

Although the two men tock months over feeling their way to approach
Fejfar; although their work was eased by the fact that Fejfar was
not averse to slcohol, -- the dny came that the yroping abvout had
come to an ends They were compelled to vomsz out into ithe open and
speak with Fejter,s If they did, laney would have only two uwlierna-
tivess success or fallure, If they failed, thsy would be arrested
on the'spct. Some trifle, a touch of fsar on the part of “ejfar,
-might ve fntal at the very last moument, '

Howevar, the man who talked with Fejfar, found a man who was ready
for anything., JFejfar was possessed of fear of his own regime, He
-declared his willingness 1o escape to West Germany, on these con-
ditions: (1) complete freedom in the West; (2) sufe transportation
to the United States; under no ciroumstances did he wish to stay
near @8zechoslovakia, or in Burope at that, In retura, he was willing
to take with him on his flight all important files of his Contrelling
Ofiice, and those which contained the officiul correspondence with
the superior office in Prague, the Second Department, and certalnly
the code~book and the pupers ubout radio communicationo,

Muny weeks were required in Fall ot 1948 for the preparations of the
flight, It was necessary to confide in other officers of the ocon-~
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Counsel for the Defense and Defendants
“in the Eapionage.Trial in Munioh

_s‘:Legend{

Sittings ~John F, Deery; Counsel for the Defense,
Behind him the interpreter. Standing (from NEINX
- left to right) Egon Richter, seen from behind;
‘Adolf Frank, Walter Friedrich, Maria Hablick, Gertie
Doerre, and oonoealed behind her, Robert Kruae.
Picture of Generél Cqu
Legends R ‘
Puhlioc Prials
demanded the American General Clay to be held
against the Czech apiea.
Pioture of Gertie'Doerre
Legend:

Cover Nume "Annabella'

The defendant'Gertie Doerre, The twenty-six yesr old:

girl forgot to smile when "Agent OO31" dppeared us
a witness for the prosecution on 3 March 1949,
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Faotual Rnport on Gonoral Gahlen and
Eis Organization :

¥y Skilfully Cloaked Branch Offices

It was in Fall of 1953, approximately seven years
after the establishment of the "Organization Geh~
lan", and about four years after the Ozeoh Intel-
ligence Service was raided, on which copasion the
organization had attracted the attention of the
insiders, that Gehlen and his organization stood,

_ for the first time, in the limelight of publioity.

Lhe reason was a propaganda campaign launched by the naw
Chief of the State Security tervice of the Soviet zone, Woll-
weber; he started the campuign on the oocasion of the first
successful abduction of a suvordinate member of the organiza~
‘tion from West Berlin, and the infiltration of the first
agent, whose name was Geyer, into one of Gehlen's lower
echelon'control_agenoiea in West Berlin, The story of this.
campaign, with a2ll oconcomitunt oircumstances, will be told in

. snother ohapter, At this moment, only one thing is of im-
"portances the oampalgn, launched with the assistance of the
whole Soviet propaganda organizetion, showed olearly -thse
effectivennrss Gehlen's organization had developed, The fact
that Wollweber, after a while, put u price on one willion
D-Murk on Gehlen'’s head -- the offer still stands -- is
further proof.,

At this point, the Organization Gehlen had already lef't the Spessart,.
the scene of its modest beginnings which were based solely on the
trust of a few americans. By Fall of 1953, it had grown into an orga-
nization with two to three thousand full-time employees. (By now the
number has grown to three or four thousand.)

Gehlen had moved to Pullach near Munich, with the best of his men,
There he installed himself 4in u striotly secluded settlemaent, sur-
rounded by barbed .wire, which had been built some time after 1933 as
"3udolf-Hess-Settlement", had later on been used for military purposes,
and had been enlarged by a number of wooden buildings, It consisted
of aome two dozen buildings, and American troops had requisitioned it
at the end of the war. -Not only Gehlen and his staf?f, with the tech-
nical assistants -~ radio operators, seoretaries and others, including-
the drivera -~ were hounsed there, but their fumilies, including Geh-
len's own fumily of five, lived also theras,

17 "7
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Life As In A Caap

"The unusial genesis of this organization, the ehaotic first years in 7

postewar germany, and the fact that at first the relations between— -
the ocoupation powers were confusaed, had made it necessary to stay
hidden even from one's own fellow-countrymen. Thus, they lived quite

. .isolatad in the camp, with a camp school for the children. Had the

children attended normal schoos during those first years, they would

‘have bsen asked questions about their fathers' occupations; other - =

ohildren would have wished to visit the "Gehlen-children" in their
own home; and all this would very soon have resulted in disoOVery.>
The consequences of the disclosure would have been immense, con=
sidering the distrust of the French and the British of any German ine
telligence organization, even if it was supposed to have only limited
independence, -and also in view of the considerable influence the

-8oviet Union was stlll exercising -on the ocoupation policles in Ger-

many.

By 1953, the situation nad greatly changed, 4 akilfully thought-out
security system concealaed the entire organization under a maze of

. industrial, commercial and research institutions, and allowed almost

full freedom of movement. Only the existence of the so-called "Board
of Diresctors" in Pullach indicated that there was something unusual
about the set-up, This was of no importance, however, since it was

‘hermetically closed to outsiders as an enclave of the American oocu-

pation power., The telephone lines were under American control; the
cars stationed permanently there had American license plates, Thoss
of the German civilians who had bince moved %o dwellings outside of
the cump.~- if for no other reasons than that the number of available
dwellings was inadequate to house all tbhe families -- were easily
concealed among the large numbe. of American civilian employees, or

 thay pasaed for independent industrialistas,

Gehlen And His Family

. By 1953, Gehlen himself, and his family, had already been living for

Jears in a wooden house on Lake Slarnberg, asad he had driven the 28
kilometers between the lake and Pullach back and forth in his Merce-
des 220 with no one out there ever suspecting him of being anything
but a successful commercial industrialist who worked in Munich, and
whose private hobby was elementary woodwork, and other playful occu~-
pations, The family led the same life as millions of other Cerman.
familkes, There was iittle difference as regards the olosést of his
staff, : : ‘ ' : :

Thoseparts of the Organization Gehlen which worked outside of bullach
headquarters, merged into VWest German civilian and economic life, at -
least outwardly, Organized by comrereial sxperts as "General
Agencies, District Agencies, and Branch Offices", and actually working
under the cover of all sorts of business lines, the lower eohelons of
the organization spread out as far as the zastem borders of the
British- American occupation 'ones, and later on of the federul Re-

public,
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The "branch offices", the lowest echelons of the organization in
VWest Germany, had the immediate control of the agents who yorked
in the Soviet zone, in the Soviet satellite nations, and in the
Soviet Union propers No branoch office handled more than six
agents or "V-Haenner" (Vertrausnsmaenner w confidential agents).
No V-¥ann Xkaew the chief of the branch office; no branoh office

ohief knew his superior, his distriot chief; no distriot ohief

" xnew the General Agent, No V-Mann knew his fellow agent, except
in very special cases, Bhe forwarding of assignments, and the

. transmission of’ information, wore done by csuriers in all sorts

. of oivilian disguises, or by reports deposited in, and collected

from, ever-chenging places, and by radio messages.,

It is ‘a2 fact that by 1953 the or@anization Gehlen, as a result ‘of
years of hard work, had infiltrated its agents into impertaat
_Soviet zone party oifices, ministries and 1ndustries; and that

was not all; the orgenization had ulso sgents in high positions

in Czechoslovakia, Poland, ana the Soviet Union, not counting the
large number of agents who watched certain events in these oountries
from the outside. : : :

The infommation which reached Pullach through radio operators and

oouriers via branch offices and commercial representatives, were

udded to the results of minute evaluation of any material on the

" East Bloo printed, or broadcast, or obtained by radio monitoring
" services "Remding vetwean the lines", an art acquired during the

war, had become & maste:ly skill long ago.

During the war already, Gehlen had extended his field of activities
far beyond purely military intelligence service, and this development$
was continued in posi-war years. By 1953, the so-called military men
were by far in the minority. The civilian experts —-- among vhom were
meny who had grown up in the Soviet Union -~ wore the deteraining
factor, They worked outside the organization which was cloaked as an
economic set-up, 4s research institutes of all types. While else=-
where in Germany there was ao agency who had a clear idea of the
development of atomiec science, for example, here there were specialists
collecting pebble after nebble of the mosale, Numerous exrerts were
at dispossl for consulietion, fror linguistic philologists to geo~
logists, who actually worked in their own professions cutside the or-
ganization, Some of them had been initiated into the sesret. Others
had simply been commissioned by the resenrch institutes to carry out
special taaks. :

The Warning S'stem

Whenever a2 bhranch oiffice, or an institution, was endangered, in other
words, whencver the camouflage seemed to be no longer safe, it was
dissolved, Specialists of the organization saw to the legal side of
the liquidation, especislly the transactions provided for by the
commeroial lawa., ‘arning systems had been worked out for the agents
employad in eastern territories, which werec set in action whenever the
arrest of an agent, or of a "V~Mamn", Jjeopurdized the sufeily of other

Parsons.
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The purpoeo, of which an unbelievably large portion was actually
achieved, was to avoid losses by selecting as ocarefully as possible,
by training meticulously, and by anticipating any kind of danger,
.The final goal of all the work, however, was to collect information
. . on the situastion in the East, and on the. intentions of the Bast,
" the exactnoss of whioh would be confirmed by subsequent events.

. I do not think that I am betraying a secret if I say that the si-
‘tuation reports made by the Organization Gehlen foresaw the results’
of the conferences in Berlin and Geneva with a clarity which was a»

- bare of illusions as it was cool and bitter. I should add that. I '
"aoquired this knowledge not from’ Gehlen, but from Germans and . '

-Amerieans who attended these confsrences after having read Gehlan's
reports, and who had in their innermost heart nureed the hope that

for onvce this roalist may be wrong. .

How could thie organization be set up at all ?- When T came to know -
Gehlen a little eloser, I, too, had for o little while believed in
the legendary miracle-working power of the Dollar,  Whoever keeps in
' mind, however, that Gehlen's annual budget has never exceeded five
or. six million Dollara, ‘or approximately 25 million DM, and whosver
conpares this with the fact that (to judge by the information I have)
the police of the Hansa City of Hamburg.swallows 66 million per year, -
and Munich's City Police 11 million per year, will cease %0 believe
in the miracle~working Dollar in Gehlen's cdase. Twenty~five millien
I¥ for an organization whose arms reach as far as Siberia, will seem
an almost ridioculous amount as compared with the 66 million for the
police in Hamburg whose radius of action "comes to an end in Poppeﬁ»
buettel", as the "Splegel™ once put it, : .

Not Only Dollars

No, it wasn't solely due tc¢ the Dollars, and the time# had soon come .
to a2 close when American cigarettes and food items could be had from:
Gehlen, a currency highly favored then, No one could get rich hera,
Instead, one could ruin one's health; the men at the top wore ex-
posed to the pressure of an 1acrediblp worklond Just because the
means were, after all, always inadequate. It 15 a faot that young
men betwaen thirty-five and forty have had strokes beocause of the
overload of work. Even incredible achievements, however, cannot be -
the only basia for a development like that of the Organization Gehlen,

The basis for this devalopment is probably formed by the elements of
which {(ehlen's work consisted during the luat phase of the wars above-
average organizationzl effioiency, combined with incorruptible

- Bclentifie exactness, extreme thriftiness in the use of personmnel and
means, This thriftiness embraced, as Gehlen told me in 1953, "the
refusal of any assignment, the expected 'result of which would not
Justify the risk; refusal of that man-wasting magnanimity so often
encountered in our field; thorough preparation and working out of
each asaignment, taking into consideration any possidle danger; ro-
Jeotion of dilettantism, which may ander ocertain circumstances replaoce
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experience and knowledge by idealism, and which, in intelligende work,
invariably leads %o catastrophe and useless sacrifice of meny™
/

Veny Dangerous Adventuro

" An experience I had myself made 1t clear to ne how deep thie viewpointv

s rootod in Gehlen's mind.--».

. It was the time when certain - information from Uppor Sileaia was
. oausing & sengation in Germany, The information said, among o ther
 things, that the Soviet Union ‘had begun with sending Chinese to Upper

‘S8ilesia to fill the gaps in the labor market and to populate the

'<f'areas avacuated by the Germans,” An editors' office hit upon the idea
that a reporter might. sneak into Upper Silesia through the East zone

and all through- Poland, perhaps in the disguise of a Vistule boatman, -
But who could be persuaded to ascep! such assignment ? Only a man who
‘had troublo keeping his head ubove wator.

A Speoial Aseignmont

 0ne evening in mid—March 1952 I met a xoung Journalist and hia wife in

a café who found himself in considerable finanoial diffioulties. The
‘woman's tears attracted my attention, and I suspected that something
was wrong, After some hesitation I was told what was amiss, The .
younz man wes to meke up his mind until the next day whether or not he
mould -~ with a camera in his trousexr pocket, in the disguise of a
boatman, wit-out knowing a single Polish word, with an advance payment$
of a mere 1,000 DM, and against a ridiculously low reward.in case of

‘success ~- undertake an adventure which was almost certein to throw him

as 4 spy into the hands of the security asuthorities of tho.Soviets ¢r
the Poles,. or perhaps already those of the Soviet zone. The boy,
finding himself in a situation which seemed to leave no choice, was ine
clined to aocept, desplte his wife's despair.

I was-determined to preVent the undertaking of this adventure, if only
for the reason that I have always been opposed to mixing journalism and
espionage. I remembered suddenly what Gehlen had said about the sengow
lessness of such amateurish doings, I had no means to get hold of Gghe-
len direetly, by calling a secret number, for instanoce. After a 1idslas .
thinking I found a way, and appealed to someone who had collaborated:
with me when I wrote my first books, and of whom I had reason to beliéve

_that he belonged to the Organization Gehlen. Gehlen learned of the ocasa
-0f the young journulists and of the plans for the undertaking, Two days

later the young men, who had speaking and writing knowledge of several
languages, had found work in some office unknown to me, and was in a po-
sition to decline the "suicide mission", A few montha later ‘he found
employment in his own profession, .

This may have heen an exoeptional case, Numerous other senseless ad-
ventures of agents end saboteuru have been arranged.and ocarried out
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‘on other oocasions by one of those "information agenoies" which

existed in West Germany at the time, some of whioch, surviving to
this day, have been confused with Gehlen by persons 1gnoxant of

. the trne faots. -

The Secret of Sucoosa

That Gohlan suoceeded in leading his. organisations, untouohed, up

. t0-1953 despite the confusions, the colliding opinions, and the

anti-intelliguncs tendaencies of German domastic political life, is,
in my opinion, due to these few faots: S

w that he rostricted hinself definitoly to the field Gehlen _

' pegged out when he became the Chief of the Seotion "Foreign
Armies East"s procurement of intelligence from foreign
countriaes, with 8- definite orientation toward the eastern

'_world; o . :

:. %% that he prepared himself for the taak of serving the sovereign

. German’ FPederal Government —- regardless of which democratic
- party might be its basis -< as an unprejudicod, neutral in-
formant}

§¥*, that he kept the organization out of the jungle, which existed '
" for many years, of mutual spying. on politiciana, power groups,
and parties in German political life, . .

On this poxnt, however, I an touohing upon one of. the most 1ntcreat-
ing chapters, namely, how the conneoition with the Federal Government.
was esteblisiedy and with the opposition, especially with Kurt Schu~
macher, which connection wus ‘surrounded by numerous misunderstandingsaj
and Gehlen's position in regard to the Agency for the Protection of
the Constitution, hiu connection with its noterious President John,

. and with the Information 0ffice of Blank's Agency und 1ta lirst chiaf

Heins,,

Next Issues

"A Sordid Business Dual seved”
The Case of the Traitor Otto John
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; Entrance to a Park

- This 18 th.e'ga'te whioh Gehlen passed daily
‘on his way to the aeoluded hoadqua"ters of
his organizat:.on. ' :

The area ocoupied by an. Ameriean agenuy 1n Pul-

- --lach near Munich also embraced Gehlen's wffice,

. Unrecognized and unknown, he and his family

lived for years in a wooden house on Lake Staxn.
: .barg, about 28 lm frem Pullaoch, -

Allen Dullos

Allen Dulles, a brother of John Foster Dullas,

Chief of the American Intelligence: Service, wiﬁ
whom Gehlen usgsed to oooPerata.

Village Squars
An idyllie spot in BaVaria
harbored sacrets’

A village ‘hotel stands next to the churoh, In

this, Pullach near Munich resembles many othaer
small country towns.’

Ernst Wollwober

. Sinister 0pposite Number

Ernst Wollweber, Chief of ‘the State Security

Service of the Soviet sone, put a million Dnﬂadk
on Gehlen's heads




