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DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
BOURCESMETHOOSEXEMPT I 0K 382¢

NAZI WAR CRIMESDISCLOSUR
BATE 2008 E Al 15 July 1963

SUBJECT: Ambassador McGhee's Request for CIA's Current

" Eveluation of General Gehlen

l. On 12 July 1963 Ambassador McGhee informed [
A thcncting chief of the CIA Blce in Bonn, that
{a) th; Chancellor told the Ambacsador on }! July that in
the Chencellor's opinfon G;neral ‘Gehlen is and atways hes been ntupﬁl:
~ (b) that it was only- becruse of Mr. Allen W. Dullee’ pc'ruonn.i '

interest in General Gehlen that the Chanccllox.' hae pat np.wlth Gez;eral
Qeblra all theee yaars. The Felfe ca;c aigain attests to General Gehlen's
stupidity and incompetence. -

(c) The Ambassador expressed 2s his own opinion that

perhaps the CIA does have a vested historical interest in Genaral Gehlen

and that pcrhapc General Gehlen has outuved his uééfulneu. The
Amhun.dor wanted to know CIA's curre.nt evalutlon of General Gchlen
and roqu.uted this m{ormation soonest and general lumdling of this matter
in 2 moet careful mennar.

2. | ClA quﬁartera replied on 12 July 196A3 as follows: .

(n) CIA understands Chwccﬂor‘kritxdon re Felfe cac® 28

resklt raported widespread preca attack on manzgement of BND by Of”’“‘”

Gehlen, This is the latest incident in twelve months pariod of




increasingly cool relationchip between Chancellor and Geoneral Gehlen,
Thie was nccelorated by BND involvemaent in Spicgel I\Ifﬁir.

(v) ‘ln our view Gencral Gehlen has compiled good record
in many areas in re-establishing Gerrr;z;n lntolugcnc:o“Scrvicc. Like

o;hor elaments German government he is faced by very serious security

problems which stem primarily {rom division of Germany and great

namber Germans who were in Soviet b&z;ds for extended period. General
Gehlen hag until the Felfs arrcst relie& greatly on ''words of honor of
I&rmuf aksocmt‘ea and mb-c.:rdh;ates" ;x;etc;ncl of dc‘pend!ng on thorough
seéuri.ty background investigations.‘ This has changed ;ince the Felfe |
arreet. It must be noted, howeaver, that other FedcraIARepublic element;
bave had simﬂarly serious ca;ees of hostile ponctration as discusged in
NATO Secret Working Paper !AE‘/”Z&:S'_-':_:‘v_‘.\l"é:;/f_l.9._datcd 31 July 1961.

(c}) From its inception in 1946 until its transfer to .

Federal Republic control e the official German service, General Gohlen .

~ wae the man in charge and we do not recall that the Chancellor every

questioned Genersl Gehlen's {itness as head of service. Also, decision

by Chancellor that General Gehlen's organization would one day become
~official service was made by Adenauer before Allen W. Dulles became

Chief, CIlA.

{d) However, question whether Genaral Gehlen to remain
28 hend of gervice is one exclusively for Federal Republic decision. No

United States official should become involved in this controversy. Any
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intervention on our part would L;levitably become known and could
prove embarra;sihg.
(e) We aakedl:- —:Jl-to determine whethor the
Ambasggador expected to discuss tl:;is matter egzin with the Chnnéellor
and stated that the ;bove comments may be used in such furtiur
dincusaioﬁ at the Ambuudbr's dinér_etlon.
3. On “15 July 1963 & Jreported that he had passed the
CIA Headquarters comments to the .Amb.u sador thet morning but
exptesscd his npprehenslon that tha ClA Headqurtors commente hsd
not wholly sat{sfied tbe Ambaeandor wha pressed hard for dh-ect m'wore
jwbich the Ambaesador proposes to use in furtherAdlncuciom of this
metter \?ith the Chancellox. The following whtu wérc made by tha’
AmBﬁsMorz- : | _
| (a) Tha Chanceéllor said tkat bath Mr. Allen W. Dulles
end Mr. ‘John McCone had asnured ‘him of General Gohlcn‘c proﬁeacional

\

competence end obilities {n clendestine mwlugence fields. The Ambaswdor

.uked what {s C;A'n current eveluation of General Gehlu;.

‘(b) Since the BND §s CIA's creation CIA cannot escape
its recponeibility in the BND security failuxe 5. |

{c) Anjr investigution of the BND will ieveql ClA's Pant

" role.

t - (d) The Ambaca.dor iz convinced that the ?élfo. case will
/

“reverl an Intelligence Din.stor" und no zmount of "double talk" cam
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hide the fact of ClA's reoponeibility for erganicing, cmppore&ng_ and
gulding the oerly activities of the BND. Tho Ambaccedor fecls tht-

this will be evemtunlly moot embarressing to the United Stetes zod be

is reporting kic gpchian to the Departmaont.
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