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9 August 1967 -
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
VIA: Deputy Directpr for Plans

SUBJECT: Gerhardt Wessel

l. This memorandum is for your 1nformat16n.

2, A fortnight ago the Spiegel broke the story
that Wessel would probably'reﬁisiisﬁshlen,aa Chief of
the BND. More regently both Vessel and ;Herre have
indicated that the assignment of Wessel may be closer
to a decision than reflected in the Spiegel story. On
7 August. 1967, I met with Herre to glve ﬁIm a routine
briefing on the Middle East situation; because he
brought Wessel with him, I changed the briefing into
a broader introdustion to the intelligence problems
of the area &nd the importance of the Middle East and
the growing Soviet threat to European interests in
the Middle East. At the end of the briefing Vessel
discussed his own future., Chancellor Kilesinger has
sent word that he desires to meet with Wessel during
his vigit hsre next week. Wessel appears reasonably
certain that the Chancellor wants to talk about the
BND asgignment. Before the Chanscellor arrives Wessel
would like to formulate his own thoughts on the role
of the head of the BND, the relationship with the
Chancellor and other elements of the Bonn Government.
He posed questions about the following:

Position of the President of the BND

To whom is the DCI responeible? Who appolnts
him? Is it & Presidential appointment? Is it
subject to legislative confirmation? By the
Senate or a smaller group?

Funding

‘ How is CIA funded? Is the budget publle?
How 18 the budget presented to Congress? Does
any outside agency review the allocation and
expenditure of funds? Are operational expendl-
tures concealed? How are funds transferred?
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Hiring and Fifing 4 -

Does the DCI have a clear authority to
take on new employees and to separate those
that he believes are no longer useful? Does the
DCI have authority in the personnel field that
138 provided by law? Are his actions in pereon-
- nel matters subJect to an ocutside review? By
whom?

; The Funetion of the DCI as an Intelligence
Advisor to the President ,

' How does CIA report intelligence to the ‘
President, ¢the principal Cabinet officers, Depart-
ments and Agencies? Does the DCI subait 1denti-
fiable CIA items directly to the President? How
is this handled procedurally? Does the DCI haVe
represantation in the White House? i

Relationships with the Political Parties

‘Does the DCI make an -effort to maintain con-
tact with the leadership of the opposition party
as well as the party in power? How is this done?
Is intelligence made available to the opposition
party9

3. It must be remembered that Wesael has not been
active within the BND Headquarters for fifteen ycars and |
has been separated from the Federal Republioc Defense
Ministry intelligence activities for more than f;ve.

On the other hand, his experience in Paris in the early
'fifties, his experience in Bonn, command duty andithe
exposure to the larger world of the NATO Standing Group
in Washington have given him a perspective that will
probably serve him better than prolonged duty uithin the
BXD Headquarters in Munich. Wessel hzs not made an ef-
fort to stay abresst of BND bureaucratic arransem_nts :
with the Federal Republic., Therefore, we cannot assume
that he has thus far been a beneficiary of the exposure
in some depth that CIA has been giving to senior offi-
cials who have remained in the BND or to that given Dr.
Hertl, the President of the. Bundesrechnungshof (the
closest thing to a Bureau of the Budget that the Federal
Republio has) at the time that the official relationship
of the BND with Bonn was worked out. :
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4, I suggested to Wessel that a few minutes of
conversation with you would provide the must useful
answers to the questions he raised. I proposed that
he consider holding such a conversation with you. :
(Dinner at Wessel's on 1l August 1967 might provide an
ocoasion.) ‘ . ’

‘5. I touched briefly on the basic legislation
(copies of which the END has in both English and Qer-
man), the spscial committees in Congregs which provide
the leglislative relationship, the absence of any
structured arrangement with the "out party" that was
in any way comparable to Gehlen's liaison with the SPD
dating back to feptember 1950, the practice of the
President offering intelligence briefings to the opposi-
tion nominee during Presidential eleotion campaigns,
the general pattern of the DCI's position in providing -
intelligence directly to the President and White House
staff, the evolutionary charaocter of all but the

“legislated basis of the DCI position etc.

6. Beyond this, it was agreed that if and when
& firm decision was reached on his appointment as
Gehlen's successor, the Clandestine Services would set
up a series of briefings in some depth on matters of
interest to him,

T« £ 3, Deputy Chief of the European
Division, was present at the briefing and this conversa-
tion; I am preparing this memorandum at his suggestion.
since the exchange was primarily between Kessel and me;
[ 31 made the appropriate offer to Wessel regarding
future brilefings and assistance. ’

8. Earlier Herre had suggested that Chancellor
Kiesinger might take soundings in Washington on Wessel's
standing in the USG. ' As I recall, Secretary McNamara
spotted Wessel as an unusually bright troop commander
during a visit to Germany four or five years ago; I as-

- sume this reputation has endured through Wessel's tour

in Washington. I am not aware that Wessel is well known
at levels of the State Department and the White House
vhich may be in contact with Chancellor Kiesinger. It
seems unlikely thet Kiesinger would, at this early date,
broach this subject with any Ameriecan official.

JAMES H, CRITCHFIELD
Chief, Near £ast and
South Asla Division

ce: DDLI
DD/P
Chief, EUR




