27 Jspusry 1971

MEHMORANDUM FOR THE RECQRD: '
SUBJECT: Meeting with General R. GEHLEN

Berg om Starnbergersee
20 Jenuary 1971

1. The End of the History Project

I met GEHLEN at his hoze at Derg; at his suggestion ve drove to
his office in Farchach, several kilometers out of Berge GEILEN will
close this offica ut the end of this month; his contractual errangee-
ment with the Fed Fep has b2en terminated on 31 December 1970. Ie
h:d met with ./E3SEL on the previous day, turned in his completed
bhistory and informed WESSEL that be was bringing out (1n the next
wonths) u book on the history of the BND.

The familiar figure of Frau XKUNZE, GEHLEN'8 personal secretary
for thirty yeurs, appeured as we arrived at. the isoluted farmhouse
vhere GEINL:N and EOHLEN bave been aut work for two years. Two younger
secretaries were working at 'typevrxters.
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2. 'I"xe Conspiracy to Underr"ine Gorman Soclety

If there is one central theme that has dominnted GEHLEN's
thinking t'or the past twenty yeurs it is the Moscow-controlled
effort to subvert German society. The central figure has been
HEINEMAN, toc presént President of the rfederul Republic. Herbert
WEHRER has figured prominently in the cast of charucters although
there was a period in tlhe lute 3ixtics when GZHLEN and WEBNER -
developed u close reclautionship. . During-the Grand Coalition period
GEHLEN concluded that WERNER, whatever his past, was reformed.
Now ke is portruyed as the "muoter brain® behind the conspiracy.
HEINEMAN, Helenn WESSEL und GEREKE contdnue in the main cast of
cha.racters.

Once more GEHI.‘:N ran through the evidence. .He again cited
the report given him¥{aformally by MI-6 describing the urrest of
HEINEMAN in Vienna during the Four Poweér occupation; NEINEMAN had
been arrested ewerging from o Soviet intelligence facility carrying
& lurge sum of money in a small beg. HIINDMAN wus linked, in GYHLEN's
/ opinion, with the Volksbtund fuer Frieden nnd Freiheit, the BONIN

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
SOURCESMETYIDSEXEMPTION 3828
NAZ]MMRIMESMSCLOSURI ACT
DATE 2005 S

W e

cipe s e e



affair .nd the whole episode of Die Nationale Deitung in Munick.
At one yoint GEALTN had gone to HEIMILU! and told him that his
personal secretary in the Ministry wes the former sceretuaxy of
Max Reimann, the German communist leader; she disappcared Irom

this post.

Returning to the subject of Herbert WENNTR, GEHLEN recalled
his failure over the yeurs to get access tothe record of the

“Svedich process ngainst WEEER in the post-war years. GEHLEN

‘8a1d thut & writer named FREDZRICK has Jjust brought out- 2 book

titled "In Zwielicht Seiner Zeit" vhich suggests to GEILEN that
this author has had access to the Swedish files. A now wrinkle
to the GEALEN biographic sketen on wEILIZR 13 that he 1s married .
bo the first or second wife of SED leader ULBRICET. '

CEBLEN raised the much publicizbd "11111 BRARDT contact with
the Itallian Commnist Purty through GACUTSI (rhonetic), o member
of the ICP. GSHLEN believes that soze of the mundwork for BRANDT's
Oatpolitik vas done in {this ICP channel.

GFTHLEN digressed to talk about the trends within Germany. He

. believes that the SPFD is engaged in a systemn;ic effort to alter

the social structure of Cermany, gradually developing a new clasa
struggle. The motto for the radieal wing of tue SPD will be
"Mitbestimmung und t.itbeaitz. ' CHEILE's finol word on WEHNER is
that he contimies his efforts to move NOLLAU into a c:mtrol.lins
position in the 3ND. .

3. The Spiegel Article on thie BND

GEALEN said thyt he understood my response on the Splegel
article and did not disagree with me. GEHLEN said tast horst EIMKE
bad stimulated the Spiesrel effort as part of his effort to end the
"mythos von iremde ierre Ost" und to advance the concept of his
"tronsparent modern intelligence service."” GiHLEN said that the
draft he sent to me has been considerubly altered; he had a copy
of the most recent druft on his desk vhich he found “mare uccePt&ble "
I avoided cxpresung mrt.ner 1n'oerest.

h. "Der Dlenst” - - - B _ -

I told GEHLEN that I had heard that he had revised his
publiching plans and now planned to bring out a modest political
blockbuster. GEOLEN said this vas an overstatemsnt although he
hoped the book would have political impact end populur arpeual.
I asked GEHLEN if he had written it hingelf or employed a
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professional ghostwriter. I questioned whether his rhetoric on the
"Red Menace" would have much popular impact. GEHLEN laughed and
sald that there would be no polemics and that he hod used some
professional tulent in writing the present version. '

"Der Dienst™ will nave ten chupters and about 400 pages.
The first chapter will discuss the origin of "Der Dienst" in
Fremde Eerre Ost. The second c: apter will be mauterial covering
the period from 1945 to 1956 when the BHD was legally created as
an instrument of the governwent. Along about chaptexr four or
five he will get to the "Panne" of the Fifties and early Sixties.
In response to my question he said that he will not ignore the

FELFE case.

Much of the book will be an analysis of Soviet strategy and
technigues, exply illustrated by live exnmpleo out of the history
of the past quurter contury. '

GEHLEN assured me that "Der Dienst" will not be an attack on
the present German SPD government. He added that "Der Dienst"
vould, to the discerning and sophisticated reader, indirectly
challenge the wisdom of current Germsn policy.

I asked CEHLEN if re were in any way clearing "Der Dienst"
vith authorities of the Fedexral Republic; be replied that he had
informed WESSEL that he was writing a book. WESSEL had expressed
no intcrest in reviewing 4ns text prior to publication; GEJLEN

Planned no other ection. I said that we also would prefer to
exercise no claim to prior clearance; we would, I said, like to
have an adva.nce copYy.

"Der Dienst" vill be published in Cerman first. He may let
the Springer Verlag handle the internationsl editions. XNe is still
in contact with Canfield in London and, through him, Allen Dulles®'

.book agent in the U.S., GSHLEN has made. no commitment in this channel. -

5. Justus merrvanger

GEHLEN noted that his daughter end rer husband were still in
Paris; that f'.mattm nad only 25 years until retirement and would,
given the current’ inflexibility of Fed Rep policy on retirement, .
Fresumably retire on scledule. Tiere followed an exciange on the
SDECE and .its leaders of tie past decade which was not -of interest.
The 'mermnsers are currently building a home in Bergx GEHLEN 18
providing on-the-ground technical supervision. .

6. A Man Hbo bas not "Stacked Arms”

My reaction to this conversation with GEHLEN is a mixture of .
sorrov and admiration. He is a man who hes found it vtterly
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imposeible to disengage from the politics of the BND, Germany, d
Europe and-the world. He 13 as much ecaucht up in the politics of
Europe us he was twenty years z2go. There 15 no flscernible nlteration
of his view of the world as it existed twenty y_.- =~ ago. Much of

our conversation was an almost verbutim replyy of our last conversation.
Taere is, however, no evidence of senility. Ue is simply a stubborm
old man vho belicves he has 6ot it right. Chaxucteristically, GEMLIW
said that tbe income from "Der Dienst” will be used to either aid tnose
whd> have suffered economicilly as a result of colluboration wit: GEMLEN
or to finsnce t:e "few orexations that I am contimuing on my owm."

T {Herr 2ITZBAT:

the BND but-has rcndered vany services. The Fed Rep, GEHLEN said, had
ordered the DND to terminate all connections with persons who dealt
in 1lldicit arms traffic. For a variety of reasons Herr ZITZEWITZ: vas
Plinning to move his residence to France or Svuin.

8. ©Zric WALDMAN

GEYLEN very early asked me if I had seen wAI.DIAN. I said I had
not but wus in touch with, him by mail. Also, I had copies of muny
of his articles and speec: 1es of the past year on t.e subject of the

"Red Menace" in Germany. GEHLEN said that he thougnt WALDNAN's credentials

tad gotten him unique access to many Cerman circles, including the SED-
Westbuero, with vhich he hud spent much time. GEHLEN bad Frau KUNZE make
& copy of WALIMAN's latest axrticle on the political situation in Germany.
(I left 1t with (= - 1 he will forwaxd.)

As I took my leave to drive through darkness and driving sleet back
to Munich I had the feeling tiat this might be the lact business
conversation with GEJLEN-~-that time had finally overtaken this warrior
of the Cold W How history will judge him is not novw clear; certairly
he will not be Judged 88 a man vho had d.oubts or cquivocated.

/S/ JZ‘Mm‘ H. C“L“hc\""d -

James H. Critchfield
SAC/IDP
Distribution: )
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