By HENRY RAYMONT i
NEW YORK (NYT) — A manuscript
- described as the memoirs of Gen, Rein-
hard Gelilen, former head of the West

Germun  Intelligence  service,  ¢claims

- that  Martin Bormann, Mitler’s  top
licutenunt, was a Soviet agent duving
Warld War 11 It also suys that after the
war Bormunn became an adviser on
Germun policy in the Soviet Union and
that he died there less thon three years
ago, - :

‘T'hese assertfons about the Nuzi lea.
der, who was last scen leaving Hitler's
bunker in April 1945, are contained i
forthcoming bovk which Geblen is sai
to have written since his reticement in

an povermment posed o 825,009 re-

The memoirs discount previous ace
counts of Bormann’s fate, which pre.
sumed him vither 1o have died outside
Hitler's hunker in Berlin or to be hiding
in South America,

In fact, the memoirs say, as the Rus.
slans closed in on the bunker, the Nazi
leader crossed their lines and gained
sanctuary in the Soviet Upion. The in-
formation is atributed to a series of
Sunimpeschable”  reports, presumably
from Gehlen's agents in Bussia, the last
of which, reporting the death, reaching
him in 19469,

Bormanu was tried and seatenced to
death i abcentia % the international
wiur crimes fribuna! in Nuernborg in

1846, He was officiully listed as gead.in,.

934, Ll 10 ydars - Inter. the - Wost -Gt

wad for bis capture,

The account of Burmann's doeuble role
is one of muny details of Last-West in.
trigue in the reminiscences of Gehlen,
who, after being chilel intelligenco of.
ficer of the Wehirmacht on the Russian
frant, was recruited by the Central Ine
tellygence Agency and eventually rose 10
director of the  Bundes  Nachrichten-
Dicast, West Germiany s scerel service,

‘The existence of the memoirs — ol
negatintions far the manuseript’s  sale
by o osmadl West German publishing:
bhouse — became kpown heve during the
past few days.

An mmouncermient  §s o expetted  this
week bt ids e Wie world rights e
the anuseript gqutside Germany  have

S leen - a9g4es: by the s Worl- Peolishing: —
»Cony oy a suwstdiagy, of She [ Tines-

2968, » k: ‘reported, l.u bc or )
.@nﬂﬁfﬁﬁwx S1-gh .uo, :

i

s American und British
s {Cuntinnied o ‘Pdjie 33 *

Mirror Compiany of Los Augeles, and
Avon  Buoks, a4 paperback  publisher
owned by the Hearst Corporation, The
rumluhlllg house of Willhin Calling of
andon 18 also Known to have offered
$100,000 for British vights.

According to information assembled

“ {rom- pubdishers -here-and: in West-Geps ..

many, the Gehlen memoirs were first
offered for sale early this year by Vol
Rer Hansen, director of Hase & Koehler,
a o small publishiug  house  in Maine
known for books on military  subjegts.
Hansen, whose father was o Geyman in.
willgence officer durmgz Waorld War 11,
.\l';ml he held power of attorney for Geh.
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Gehlen Says Bormann
Was Agent for Russia

rCuntineed ioean Page 1)
gone 1o Mainz, where they were shown
up to three chapters of the 12-chapter
manuscript. Requests 1o visit Gehlen at
his home in Bavaria were tarned down
on the grounds that he wished to ve-

main secluded during: the negotiations.

but that he intended (o make public ap-
pearances to promote the book after its
publication. o

Publishing sources. both here aiid in
West Germuny, assert they have con-
firmed the reliability of the m;ncrwl
through persons close to the intellience
services of hoily countries,

Marita L beevn, clinrman of  the

Martin Bdrmami :

board of World Publishing, said: “We
are totally convinced that the. memoirs
are authentic. We ure cqually convinced
that they will creute an international
sensation.” '

Tl:e'ss-yc;lr-oltl peneral's fear of re-
Sprisals against his family und  reluc-
tance 10 have his views used in,internal
West German political controversies are
reasons given, by persons who claim to
be Lamiliar with his thinking. for Geh-
len's  continued  reluctance (o receive
visitors. :

I this has indeed been Gehlen's ut-
titude, recent information  about the
munuscript indicates u drastic change.
For, in addition to describing wartime
and cold-wur intelligence operations, it

W ETARS AND STRIPES

Teumstancees of

Mondoy, Sesisnshei6, 1973,

contains & detailed analysis of Soviet
political and military poals for the next
two decades, us well as an urgent plea
for o Western military buildup to con:
Lain Communist expinsion, )

The argument for o tougher [)oht.‘): of
containment suppests that the publica-
tion of the memaoirs is certain (o be wel-
comed by the foes of West German
Chancellor Willy  Brandt's “Ostpolitik,”’
his policy to improve relations wilh the
Sosviet hloe, s .

This is the reason given hy German
publisiiing  sourees  why  the  German
newspaper serial riphts were acquired
by  “Die Welt,”" whaxe  owner,  Axe!
Springer s oan influential eritie of the
Foraodt jovermnent, U Die Welt™ is o ores
ported (o have paid $250,088 for the se-
rial rights, S

Rudiger Freiherr von Wechmar,
Rrandt’s spokesman, said in Bonn Sat-
nrday that the govermment had not heen
aware of the impending serialization of
the Gehlen memuoirs, He said, however,
that high officials had known about the
existence of “an alleged Gehlen man-
useript™ and were investigating whether
there hind been any violation of laws
restraining former civil servants from
revealing stGe secrets,

Unpublished Materials

A portion of the text of the memoirs,
including the account of the Bormonn
cuse, was distributed hy Hansen as evi-
dence that Gehlen's hook would contain
important  and  hitherto  unpublished
malerials., )

The memoirs say that the revelations
about Bormaunn, the man litler had
named as his: successor, “offer the key
‘1o one of the most cnigmaltic cases of
our century.”’

The author says . that he first heard
suspicions voiced about Bormann in a
private conversation in 1941 with Adm.
Wilhelm Canaris, head of the Nazi coun-
terespionage service, who was executed
for his role in'the July plot of 1844 to

—assassinate Hitler.,

According to the memoirs, although
Bormunn was believed to have tles to
“Die Rote Kapelle,” the famous Soviet
espionage cell in Nazi Germany, the
Nozi Jeader was never placed under
surveitlunce for fear that he would use
hix influence with Hitler to destroy the
intelligence service,

Gehlen is represented in his memoirs
as o saving: My own investigation could

Chegin only after 1946, when 1owas able

Lo examine the mysterious  ¢ire
lormann’y, flight from
Tider's bunker in Berlin, and  his  dis-
appearance, My inquiry, which became
immensely dilficull, always cuded at
one point: Nobody harl scen Bormann's.
corpse after the Reichsiciter (Bormann)
was seen walking in ‘the direction of the
Sovict lines. , .

"When scnsational press reports after
the war sought to report various ‘‘resur-
rections' (of Bormann), I did not break
‘my silence. Nevertheless, I sought to
trace all kinds of informution. Two re-
ports, which reached mce  personally,
convinced me in the 1950s that Bormann
was alive. He was, according to these
reports, in the Soviet LUnion, working
under an impenetrable cover,

CAccording  to further  information,
which 1 viewed as highly reliable, the
former Reichsleiter was acting as ad-
viser to the Soviets on il questions con-
cerning German policy. Only after my
retirement  from active  duty did |
esizhlish from one source — which can-

sot bhe disclosed -- thit Bormann dicd
some (wo o years ago in the  Soviet
Union.™

Gehlen, who made his reputaiion as
an analyst of Sovict strategy on the
Russian front, went underground as the
war vnded to surrender. with his entire
staff o Gen, George S, Tudtor s 3rd

Army with an offer to cooperate wit)
the victors,

In 1947, 1he newly created CIA aulhe
rized him to establish a full-scule Ger
man intelligence organization, which he
staffed largely with professionals fron
the disbanded SS security service am
the Wehrmacht intelligence agencies.

The Gehlen memoirs reportedly as
sert that for 23 yeuars he wus paid $6
million a year by the U.S. to conduct
his ¢spionage operation against the Rus-
SHInNS,

Feevin said that the authenticity of the
numuseript had Yeen verified by Peter
Ritner, World's chiel cditor, with tnr
help of George Bailey, an author forme-
rly connccted with U.s. military intel-
ligenee in.Germany, when the two men
visited  Muainz  late. last - month, Two
years ago, Ritner, then working for the
Macemillan Company, was the editor of
Albert Speer's “Insidc the Third
Reich,”” u best-seller that is said to
have contributed to Gehlen's decision to
issue his own memoirs.




