Jacliadal

JOUTHH

"BONN (AP) — A claim that
tler's top aide, Martin Bor-

‘ , was 4 warlime Soviet

was supported Monday by
"‘B'ﬁa' B rmer Czechoslovak journal-
is
:,f, Rudolf Stroebinger, a
io journalist who fled 1o
®st Germany after the Soviel
i asion of Czechoslovakia in
said Soviet lcader Josef
]m himself confirmed Bor-
mnns spying aclivities in a
vale discussinn a quarter of
4> century ago with  former
CY%ech President Edward

#ﬁgcs
rochinger said the dis-
cussion was reporied to him in

by Gen. Josef Bartik, a
confidant of Benes who
ded Czechoslovakia's war-
e military countercspionayc
A,Lond(n
> Bartik, who died in Praguc
In 1968, led Czechoslovakia's
litical intelligence service
rom 1944 until the fall of the
Bencs povernment in 1948,
“According to him, Benes's

s to him oin 1946 were, M
annc sl today,  he
‘never be he anged because

vas an agent of the Soviet
; Tni on,” "' Stroebinger said.
.\,15lroebmc:cr~. statement  fol-
lowed a similar claim in_ me-
moirs wrilten by former. West

Germ aun mtelligence., chief
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ST DOCKS UM
Bormann Was Russ

IR

Reinhard Gehlen. Seristial

of the memoirs started in the
newspaper  “Dic Walt! :
weekend. : 5%(3%

Gehlen said Bormanm-rgom
aged to escape to the Geviet
Union after the collupse ofHit-
ler's Third Reich ¢ led
there a few years ago!

ITowever, bnochmger said
his informant could n )‘COD
firm this. Al
According it Barm\ Re ﬁiﬁdﬁ
Stalin told L. 25 that
was captured by Soviet
rities some time durifg
1920's as a German Fiy
insurgent in the Baltid%a
Bormann won his- relé é“ by
promising to spy for M
BlaLkm.nI B3t

'}hc sl;;ncd stateme #&
completely for,,mlen uﬁm‘ he
Soviets rodlsco\or
1941, Strochinger said: ‘
they blackmailed him lb’%
ine for them.’

Strochinger, a depuiy” v.-d?tbr
of  Prague’s  “Lidova  Demo-
kracie™ until the- %mlct .
stan, said Bartik gave
infarmation durin ;. ad
view he did as ]mxl of 8
wto the history of the Czech
intelligence service.

Barlik asked him not tohp'ub-
lish the Permnann story -9be
cause he intended inelu uh
m»hxs own. memoirs, - ="

- “Bartik -diod .intJupe jor July
1448 -Stroebinger-: gald.” “No
ute cwoudd have lbelieted. me

Gehlen

wvolll ‘Gehlen eamu fwith . U

saamae kiad aF nforation
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- Bonn Says Legal Status Nog ¢ Clarified

By HENRY RAYMONT

NEW YORE (NYT) — A
<harp controversy in West Ger-

ny over the forthcoming
...emoirs of Gen.  Reinhard
Gehlen, Bonn's former chief of
intelligence, is having a sig-
_nificant effect on negotiations
here ‘for the publication of the
book outside Germany.

The possxbmly of prosccution
of the "author and his pub-
lishers was raised this weck by
Conrad Ahlers, the West Ger-
man government's spokesman
in Bonn, when he said that any
disclosure in the memoirs. of
conlidential information would
be a violation of tae law,

Eorlier, Gehlen's claim that
Martin Bormann, Hitler's de-
puty, had been a Soviet ageat,
wus challenged by such ely
differing figures as Adm. Karl
Doznitz, the last wartime lea-
der of Nari Germany, and Dr.
Simon Wiesenthal, head of the
Jewish Documentation Center
in Vienna, which specializes in
tracking down Nazi war crimi-
nals. -

As the debate unfolded.
Chrislopher Shaw, publisher of
the World Publmhrng Co., an-
nounced that ‘an inlernational
publishing group hcaded by his
‘company had oblained all book
and serial rights o the Gehlen
memoirs outside Germany.

The group, known to include
the Book-of-the-Month Club and
William Collins Sons and Co.,
Ltd., of London, was said by a
publishing official to hav~. of-
“ered “‘substantially over
$500,000.”

But Shaw said that a number
of French, Haliun and  Scan-
dinavian publishers as well as
U.S. poperback houses have
been asked to - suspend their
bidding until the lega) status of
the manuscript has been clari-
fied,

“We first wnnl to await de-
velopments in Germany,"’
Shaw said. “We also have de-

cided that other publishers in-- |

terested in the book should
firs' sec the English transia-
tion, which will contain mate-
rial thut canaot be published in
the German cdition.”

Shaw hinted that an English-
language  translation, which
could be used as the ‘““master
manuscript’  for translation
into other languages, might
well provide a way to circum-
sent the West German laws.

In his statement, Ahlers said
that under a law dating from
the 1880s, any former civil
servant wrmng about informa-
tion he obtained while working
for the government had to sub-
mit his manuscript for clea- .
rance before it was published

in Germany. Ahlers did not in-
dicate how the law affected
publication abroad.

The conservative newspaper
Die Welt (The World) of Ham-
burg was scheduled to begin
publishing excerpts from the
sehlen memoirs Friday and,
as far as could be determinced,
had not shown them to the
Bonn authorities.

Shaw said that Pcler Ritner,
World's .chief editor, would
work- directly with Gehlen on
the translation into English of
the - 150,000-word manuscript at
Gehlen's  home. in Bavario.
Shaw said he ecxpected the
book would be ready for pub-
lication in the United States
next spring.

“‘Generul Gcehlen has advised
us that he would he available,
and findeed welcome, closc
questioning about the claims
he makes in the _book,” Shaw

said,

Gehlen's allegation that Bor-
mann, a convicted Nazi war
cnmmal had found refuge in
the Soviet Union and died.
there in 1969, drew sharp criti-
cism from a varicly of places.
Only Albert Speer, former Nazi
minister of armaments, has so
far said publicly be shared
Gehlen's assumption. ,

Controversy Affects Publisﬁﬁng Negotiation:

- Doenitz, now &t
lived in retiremer
burg since his reles
Allied waur crimes
Spandau in Rerlir
ago, said, “"The g
Bormann is com
sense.”’
Wiesenthal, who
iy scarching for es
war criminals on
Jewish victims of
secution, said in V
he still holds to the
Bormann is in Sout!
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