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Rights To

German Spymaster s Memoirs

World Publishing Company has acquired
world rights, including all book and
serial rights and excluding only German-
language rights. to the memoirs of
General  Reinhard - Gehleno German
chicl of Wehrmacht intelligence on the
Castern Front during World War [l and
then hcad of the clandestine Buro
Gehlen which operated in West Ger-
many, sccretly finunced by the Central
Intclligence Agency from the war's end
until 1956 (117 Currents, September
20). World plans publication in May of
1972. From 1956 until his rctirement in
May, 1968, General Gehlen was chicf
of the official West German Intelligence
servicc, the  Bundesnachrichtendicnst.
He was onc of the most influential,
fearcd, brilliant, mystcrious and suc-
cessful figuresin the history of espionage.
The publication of General Gehlen's
memoirs will relcase a vast amount of
information previously  unavailable
about World War 1! and the cold war
period that followed it. The publishers
helicve, on the basis of their current
knowledge of tlic manuscript’s contents,
that the whole historiography of World
War {1 will have 10 be substantially
revised after “its publication. Gehlen's
revelation that  Reichsleiter  Martin
Bormann was u Sovict spy during World
War [l a disclosurc which has arouscd
intense intcrest in the world press. s
only an cxample of the extraordinary
nature of the material the hook will
ofler.
World's purchase of the rights to
General Gehlen's memoirs culminater
several ‘yedrs of interest and pursuit by
James O. Wadc, editor-in-chicl of thc
adult department of World Publishing
and formerly senior-editor of the NMac-
millan Company, where he -commis-
sioncd a still unpublished biogruphy of
the gencral. Last month, Mr. Wade
‘fearned that previous arrangements for
publication of the memoirs, understood
to have been final, hud been cancclled.
Mr.. Wade immediitely reported this
news to Peter V. Ritner, vice-president
and director of World's general pub-
lishing division. Mr, Ritner, publisher
of “Inside the Third Reich" (Macmillan)
by Gehlen's wartime colleague, Albhert
Speer, went to Germany to look into
the situation personully. He spent a
day in Mainz in the company of George
Bailcy—an old friend. ABC correspon-
dent and former American intelligence
olﬁccr——rcvlcwmg parts of the manu-
script and assuring himself that it was
both authentic and scnsational.
From Volker Hansen, head of Huse
- und Kohler Verlag, the German pub-
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lisher acting as general agent for the
property, Mr. Ritner obhtained o two-
week option, Approaches were made to
other publishers and medin, with the
result that by September 7. an offer
well i excess of $S400.00K0 had been madce
1o the German publisher,

In West Germany, Conrad Ahlers, o
government spokesmian in Bonn. told
newsmen that any disclosure of con-
fidential information in the memoirs
would vielate West German faw, As a
result, a great deal of material falling
into this category has had 1o he deleied
from the Hase und Kohler Verlag text
and from alt other forms of publication
in the German  language, including
serialization in the newspaper Die Welt,
which, having paid a record cquivalent
of $250.000 for scrinlization rights,
published the first installiment of the
memaoirs on September 10,

West German law cannot. however,
control what is published in  other
languages outside of the  country.
General Gehlen hus consequently in-
sisted on many additions to the English-
language version over what can bhe
published in Germany and has further
insisted. as a point of his contract with
World. that all trunshuions into other
languages be made from the full and
definitive text that will comprise World's
Fnglish-language version.

While General Gehlen's: knowledge
and authority may go unquestioned,
recent articles that picked up the Bor-
mann story have suggested that he may
huve mixed molives in releasing  his
hook for publication. even though they
have failed to suggest any substantial
motive that might distort his telling of
the myriad facts uniquely at his disposal.
{t has been known for some time, for
cxample, that Gehlen's  organization
operated illegally in West Germany
after the war, with sceret financing from
the American Government through the
CIA. and it has bheen surmised that
Washington kept the arrangement seerct
out of embarrassment over the nced 1o
employ (the 4000 men with whom Gehlen
staffed his Biira, most of whom were
former Nazis who worked under the §S
or Giestupo, but who were nonctheless
the only men qualified to  conduct
espionage and sccurity operitions in this
arca of the cold war, Hitherto, the
matter has been taken tightly by the
press. possibly because sullicient cvi-
dence wus publicly unavailable, General
Gehlen's memoirs now provide that
evidence.

The book also shqws how the Amer-
ican government knew the Buy of Pigs
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tnvasion would fail; how Gehlen, a close
nersondl - friend  of  General  Moshe
Dayvan, helped build the Isracli intel-
ligence  organization  Sheroot Yediot
(SHAD; how the ClIA was restrained
from interfering with the anti-Come-
munist coup in Indonesia that ended in
the sliughter of 600000 Indonesian
“Communists™; why lormer West Ger-
man intelligence chiel Quo John may
hive “defected™ to the East; how Bonn
had five days advance  wuarning  of
Isracl's “surprise™ attack on the Arabs
in the Six Day War of June, 1967, three
weeks advance natice of the building of
the Berlin Wall, and six weeks advunce
notice of the Sovict intervention in
Czechoslovakia,

The German publisher, Volker Han-
scn, is the son of a World War [ oflicer
who was i close associate of Gohlen's
in the Wehrmaceht. (Gehlen's uncle ran
a publishing house in Germany before
the war, and Gehlen's father run its
Brestau branch). Gehlen and Hansen's
father were both in communication with
Canaris, Stauflenberg and the other
ofticers who were planning to assassinale
Hitler, and Gehlen warned StaufTenberg
that the plot would fail, (What realty
happened during the plot of July 20 is
also covered in the memoirs.)-

After the war, Hansen's father spent
Il years in-a Russian prison camp.
When he returned to Germany he picked
up the threads of his life, and onc of the
old fricnds he looked up was Gehlen,
Hansen senior and Hansen junior spent
years convincing Gehlen to write the
story ol his carcer.

General Gehlen has also expressed his
intemion to make himself avaitable for
promotional appcarances and intervicws
in the United States upon the bhook’s
publication. World plans publication in
May ol 1972,

ABA Starts New
Book & Author Series

The Amcerican Bookscllers Association,
in cooperation with Book World and the
National Book Committec. will inaugurate
the 35th scason of book-and-author
tuncheons in New York City on Octoher
4 at 12:30 p.M. in the Grand Ballroom
of the Waldor(-Astoria Hotel,

Speakers for the first program will be
John Kenneth Galbraith (“liconomics,
Peace and Laughter™). Melina Mercouri
(**1 Was Born Greck™) and Don Ober-
dorfer (" Tet!™).

Belle Rosenbaum, associate editor of
Hook World, has arcanged the program.
Once again, Maurice Dolbier. book
review editor of the Providence Journal,
will he master of ceremonies.

Dates of the remaining luncheons in
the 1971-72 book-and-author serics are
November 1. Junuary 17, February 14
and March 20,
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