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- Reinhard Gehlen was a
Nazi general with an obses-
sive hatred of communism
who may have had more in-
fluence on the course of the
Cold War than any other
man. Sovict articles refer to
him as a fasclst warimonger
who was the biggest single
factor in (he prevention of
an LEast-West detente, These
two "books tell his extraordi-
nary sfory. .

From late 1841 {o the end

of the war Gehlen was Hit- .

ler's ehief of inteltizence for
the U.S.S.N. and. Fastern Eu-
rope. Then, having arranged.
to be captured by the Amer-
icans, he soon emerged us
the principal source of ClA
intetlizence 1 r o m the com-
munist -world  until 10535,
when he became Chancelior
Adenaucr’s chlef of intelli-
genee for the West German
Republic,

Gehlen was one of the
planners of “Operation Bar-
“barossa” the 1941 Germian
attack on the Soviet Union,
which sent Nazi divisions six
hundred- miles " into  the
USS.R. in seven weeks.,
placing 50 million Russiang
under Hitler's rule. When
Gehlen hecame chief of in-
{clligence for the Eustern
Froni, he  immediately
began organlzing a Russlan
-Army of Liberation among
antl-Communist prisoners of
war and partisans. By the
spring of 1843 he had organ.
Jzed this army under Soviet
Gen. Andrel Viassov, who
had heen captured ‘hy the
Germans and turned soainst
Stalin, Viassov and Gehlen
estimated that there were
hundreds of (housands of
antl-Communist Russians
prepared (o joln with the.
Germans in the overthraw
‘of Stalin.

Hut Gehlen's plans ran
head-on  against  Niller's
view t{hat the S!avs were
‘sub-human beings  who
should be controlled by ter-
ror and mass executlon. At

first Vlassov's propaganda
leafiets promising  good
freatment (o deserters and
cpnlovment in the Viassov
movement produced massive
defections, but <oon Hitler's
ruthless treatment of the
RNussians brauahit an end to
thal. Had Hitler not been a
maniac. it is concecivable
that Gehlen’s plans would

have provided the hasis for .

a German viclory in the
East, certainly a substantial
prolongation of the war.
Gehlen remained ‘loyal to
Hitlér, but secing how the
war would cnd he made
plans for bis future, e ar-
ranged (o have all his intel-
lizence Jiles on the Soviet
Unian packed “in 50 stee!
cases and hidden away until
he could be capiured hy the,
V.S, Army. As Stalin's az-
gressive program in Fastern
‘Furope, the Balkans and
Iran began (o unfold. it was
apparen{ 1o the Americans
that they were totally unpre-
pared, without intelligence
about the Soviets, But Gebli-
len. was preparcd and had
snon negotiated a remarka-
ble deal in Washington giv.
ing him authoerily to estab-
lish an all-German intelli-
gence apparatus with com-
plete control over its per-
sonnel,

In the little village of Pul-
Jach outside of Munich in
‘alarge housing dovelaprnent
formerly  for &S officers,
Gen. Gehlen buill a walled.
M headauarters for what
was soon to hecome the ¢pv
Lase of (he Cold \War, pro.
viding the CIA with 70 per
cont of its Intelligenee en
the USSR and Vastern Ku.
rope. Thus, In a matter of
manths MHiter's chiel anti:
Saviet oy hid hecome the
Soviet expert for the United
States, :

There can Le Yittle doubt
that the Sovie's fenrine the
Germans  more  than  any
peaples, were areathy infiu.
eaced in their assessment of
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The revicver,

counter-intellizgence,
) Felfen, was a Soviet double
a former 3¢nt. The Felle Alfair,

* Senior Fellow al the Brook-combined with changes in

came more cffective in pen-
ctrating  his
and planing fake informa-
tion. Nut the greatest bhlow
to Gehlen was the discovery

orpranization

1962 that his chief of
lleinz

ings Institwtion and @ spe- GCrman political leadership

cialist on international com-
tunism, is a
writer and lccturer on for.
cign affairs, :

U.S. policy hy the fact that

Gichlen was selected for this  rightist
rivid anticommunism proba-

rote, But there can be little

and the new technology of
consuliant, P¥ plancs and satellites all

contributed
impact of .Gehlen. He re-
tired in 1968 at Gh.

Gehlen prohably was the:
“spy of the century” hul his.

to the fading

proclivities  and

doubt too that given Stalin's hlv contribuled ta prolong-

agaressive moves the UK.
would use the only available

ing the most dangerous pe-
viod of the Colidd War and

source of intellivence. Probh- _may have siowed the evolu.
ably the revisionist histori- tionary political process in

ans of the Cold War wiil be
debating for years the es-
sence of the conclusion E. .
Cookridge reaches in  his
bhonk: “Whether we like it or

the LSS and Lastern Fu-
rope. A proponient of revolu-
tion
Yieved that all conmununism
was had anfl dreamed of war

not .cvolution, he be-

not, Western  demacracy . Ty .

must be prepared in times t":‘:‘l‘n ”"";I,d L:,':'“.I n.n.d
. N e Ron PRy Y L 0% . < o ERLL

of danger o accept such thy for mnational

strange allies as Reinhard
Gehlen in defense avajust
totalitarianism.”

who is a British author of
many fine books on csnio.
nage, the C1A pumped over {
$200° million into the Glvien

orcanization. Rut th.
more than paid off. A;
ils sensational explaits wire

Yact German upvisines in
19570, the Hunsarian revold
in 1934, and ke Soviet inva-
sion  of Crzechostovakia in
1942,

Gehlen secured the text of

nism, Titoism,
fsin. He didn't sc
R e , licve that the patit
“According ta Cookridue, ' ceq in Mascow and E
Cwould wtow far i
struggle for poawer belween

JLuraope

ns the

of Khrushchey
the a2ceurate (erecasts af 132 ions

Stalinists and
revision-

rightist
anti-Stalinist

his opera-

continued  to  give

weight (o (he arguments of
those
who -most feared the Gere
mans and who werce most op-
posed Lo relaxing the Statin-
ist tactics of tyranny and

Communist  leagers

Khrushehev's seeret speech qerror,

denouncing Stalin, and zave Both of these haaks are
B I3 is i . , .

it to Allen Dulles, Mis intel lively reading. well docu-

ligence aherations oxpersed
some of the most successful
Soviet  seeret agents.

mented  and
1tis tially the same cvents. The

cover  essen-

plans led to the: G00-vard  Cookridge hook is better or-

tunnel the CIA duy info
Bast Rerlin, where the main
{elephone trunk lines lead-
ing to Moscow and other
copitals_In Fustern Yurope
were  tappsd for nmine
manths unfil this incredibly
successful oporation was dis-
eovered. In June, 1967, CIA
Birector Richard 1lelms wag
able to muke ldah marks
from Dresident Johisen hy
neediction the exact date of
the sixday Tsraeli altack In

General

panized and hetter written,.
but spy buffs may enjoy the
apcrational detail of *“The
A Spy" by
Hohne and Zaolling, two Gere.
man newsmen who write for
Ner Spiegel.
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DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY

the Middle Fast. tis sovree:” CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Gen. Gehlen, .

It wasnt until he hecame
head of German inteilivense
that Gehlen hepan to have
defeats mixed with his sue-
cesses. ‘The Communlists he.
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