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THE GENERAL WAS 4 SPY

Thus.we are told, in the book's one stariling dis-
closure, that Martin Bormann, Hitler's personal secre-
tary, was a Soviet agent who made his way to Russia
at the end of the war and dicd there some years later.

" Since this version is at variance with others, it should

be bultressed with facts. Instead, Gehlen asks us 1o
believe that he reccived “conclusive proof” in "lwe
separate repons from behind the Iron Curtain,” The

- memoirs are-full of sibylline phrases like “I am not

permitted to disclose.”” Reading them is like watcehing

"+ a Dance of the Seven Veils.in which the veils do not
. drop; tantalizing perhaps, but unsatisfactory.

We must. urn to the books by Cookridge and the
two Der Spiegel reporters, Heinz 116hne and Hermann

" -Zolling, to gain some understanding of the legendary

figure of cold- war espionage. Doth books are solidly
researched and crowded with information. Cookridge
‘is more complete on Gehlen's warlime activities as
‘head of Foreign Armics East, the German army's in-
telligence branch on the Eastern front,

He also has a grudging admiration, which 1 find
difticult {o share, "for the single-mindedness .and
shrewdness of this grey, sccret man behind the scenes,
whose motive force was his almost parancic hatred of
Communism.” Héhne and Zolling are much more
horough on the years of (.ehlcnq decline, the last
five years, which in Gehlen's 400-page memoirs are
dealt with in a fast 22 pages. They seem to have had
access Lo the files of Gehlen's successors, which allows
them to offer the best inside view of an intclligence
agency I have ever recad.

What ‘emeries from these books is.ihe pmlrmt of

* a hero of our timrs, who was not so much a paiviot as
. a company man. le was not loyval (v a counlry or 8

government, but to an worganization, which he con-

* sidered his personal property, and he udopted the

ideology most suitable to the maintenance of his or-

* ganization, a crusading anti-Communism.

Between 1942 and 1945, he so iuur.ntoly 1ep0rted
on Russian military operations that.litler fired him in
a rage: He could have ohained no higher references.

& By Heinz Holne and Hermann Zolling . e mierofilmed his department’s files, buried- thém
: in the Bavarian mountains, and calinly awailed the
y Coward, McCann and Geaghegan. 347 pp. $10. 00 arrival of the Americans. lle had foreseen that the
} - American alliance with the Soviet Union would de-
J GEHLEN, SPY OF THE CE,\ TURY velop inlo a cold war, and he was able to offer a use- .
: The Truth Al General Gelle 1 His Spy ful commodily, the only intellizence files that had .
. e druth About General Gehlen and Js SPY - geadily. built up information about ‘the Russians.
g'- ‘Ring When he turned himself in, he reached a “gentlemen’s
i agreement” with the head of G-2, General Edwin
% ,B)’ E M. Coo""”'ﬁf’ _ Sibert, that he would operate a ¢landestine Gerinan
: Random House. 402 pp. $10.00 Inltlllgcn(e organtzotion funded by G.2. Three years
! » later, in’ 1949, he was transferred to CIA control.
G A : e 1t was not'until 1936 that the Gehlen Org was placed
: C e ; AN under German control and became the Federal Re-.
.? By SANCHE DE GRAMONT public’s official Intelligence’ Service (Bundesnach-
5 richtendienst, or B3ND). Since the Gehlen organiza-
3 .. tion was an orphan. passed on from one fosler home"
! ‘OF THESE TIIREE BOOKST the most disappoinling 1S 4 anoiher, it needed o find acceptance in German
: the one hy Gehlen himself. 1lis memoirs make up in palitical circles, and did favors for those -in power.
4 self-juslification what they Jack in candor. It is only  Gohlen formed a. special bureau to feed “ififormation
natural for the head of an intelligence agency o g10SS {5 Adenauer, who began {o refer to him in cabinet
over. its'shortcomings and §lrcss its nchncvgmcnts. It is meelings as* “my dear general.” He conducted sur-
also a habit of ‘the intelligence community to make  yojllance of the most {rivial sort on. other German
: statements without backing them up. The reader, like  poljticians, such as reporting the number of whiskeys
: the successive West German chancellors who em-  \yilly Brandt ordered at the Hotel Bristol while on a
¢ ployed General Gehlen, must take on-faith the oracu-  yisit to Paris.
lar words“based on lo]pscc.r'ct sources that cmanate Spying on other Germans was not part of Gchlen s
from the “old man in the crypt. mandate to collect intélligence on Eastern Europe.

However, he scorced some notable successes in his
chosen ficld, such as obtaining the text of the 20th
Communist Party Congress secret speech, in which
Khrushchev denounced Stalin, and planting agents at
high levels of the Fast German regime. But far from
restricting himself to Eastern Europe, Gehlen meddled
Jn many other arcas of th® world, like a management
consultant rcady to accept (onlmcls from any <client,

even those in irect compclition, Thus. he supphed'

agents to train the Egyplion secret service against the
Israclis, at. the same time that he was assisting seeret
operations by Isracli agents on Arab territory. This is
sometimes called working hoth sides of the street. It
paid of{, for onc of Gehlen's great feats was.predicting
the exact dafe of the 1967 Arvub-Israeli Six-Day War, at
a time when the American ambassador in Tel Aviv was
reporting that everything was normal,

Closer to home. Gehlen was faulled for failing to
pwdxcl the building of the Berlin wall falthough
the BND did rvive warning that a {olal shuldown of
Basl Rerlin was forthcoming) and for packing his
organization with former 8§ and Gestape men and
with his own relatives. Héhne and Zolline estimate
the totul of S§ and Gesfapo velerans in the BND at
hetween 23 and 30 per cent, and the number of
Gehlen's relatives in.senior BND posts at sixteen,
including his brother, who as the BND man in Rome,
was famous for having twice wrongly pr('(h((((l the
outcome of a papal clection,
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{In the Sixties, the Gehlen or"aniz.r\. was shaken
Dy two crises that crippled its ch’ectucnc“ In 1961 it
was discovered that lleinz Felfe, for years (he head of
“the BND Soviel espionage section, and Gehlen's fuir-
haired boy, responsible for a number of cspionage
coups, wis workirg for the Russians. Over a period
of ten years, this (‘mman Philby had fed the Rus
sians more than 15,000 microfilmed documents from
the Gehlen files and betrayed close to 100 agents
working in East-Germany and other Eastern bloc
countries. The damage done by Felfe was followed by
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the Spicgel affair, in which Gehlen was accused -of
feceding the -German newsmagazine. classified infor-
malion to discredit Adcnauers defense  minister,
Franz -Josef Sirauss. Adenauer was so furious he
wanted {o have Gehlen arrested.

Gehlen did not find much symp‘t(hv among Ade
naver's successors. One of Ludwig Erhardts first
decisions was 1o evicl from the chanccllcry the small
_BND liaison- staff, with the words: “I will not Jive
under the same roof with these people.” In 1968,
Gellen retired and was succeeded by one of his as
sistants, Gerhard Wessel. Chanccllor Kiesinger or
dered {hree senior civil servants to conduct an inquiry
into the BND. Their report deseribed mismanagement.
nepotism, nnd defective leadership, and summc(l up
that the DND was “a corrupt institution.” The ultimate
merit of these books, including Geblen's memairs, it
that they raisc the question- whether a 20th-céntury
parliamentary democracy can tolerate a Gehlen-style
clozk-and-dageer espionage network, with'its atten-
dant sins of partisan 1cporllng and political snooping.
Perhaps mlellngcnce is too important a maller to be
»)efl to sp»cs. . )

SANCHE DE GP "0\”1‘ a former New York Herald
‘Tribune. correspondent, is the .author of The French:
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Reinhard Geliden, ufter his vetivoment in 1068
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