GEIPEL, Walfer & las vlUNERT, Werner 13 July 1951
Re: Suspected Czech Intelligence Agent - ' VII-uC2h

1. REASON FOR INVESTIGATION:

, _ .as Investigation was initiated in order to determine whather
Subject is engaged in activities on behalf of Czech intelligence.

A b. Reference is made to paragraph 118k, Part I, Section T¥,
Consolidated Orientation and Guidance Repwrt, Headquarters Aéth CIC Detachment,
wherein information concerning suspected agents of Czech intelligence is desired.

2., STNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS INVESTICATION: Ndne in this area.
3. PRESENT INVESTTHATION: |

Name: Walter GEIPEL alias Werner GRUENBRT  Sex: Male

'Birthdatd®i15 Ap¥il 1916 Birthpk ce: PLAUEN |

‘Nationalitys - Ue T tpation: Salesman (unemployed)

Present -Addresst. FASSMANSREUTH '(M51/P19), House 81

Heightt. 51114" Weightt 160 1bs (est) Build: Slender

Hair: Dark blond = Eyes: Blue :

Identifying Marks: Scar on right thigh

‘Marital Statuss Maried . .- . ,

‘Identity' Documents: Discherge certificate #9-13303, dated 2L December

‘ ~ . 1947, issued at Hammelsburg (L51/N57); Kennkorte

No, B-513923, issued 3 March 1948, in
FASSMANSREUTH (Obtained from identity documents
and observation) ST .
-(See Exhibit, "I" - Photo of Subject) (B=2)

L. Subject . has presented himself at. CIC Selb several times during the
. course of the last few months, claiming to have been o proached by Czech intelli.
gence with offers of employment, GEIPEL denied any activities on behalf of

Czech intelligerice, however, he stated he wished to work for CIC. Due to
Subjectts’ shady reputation, his requests were refused, and he was advised that
.any-activity on his part on behalf of Czech intelligence would lead to his
prosecution, : (F-6)

© 5, On 5 July 1951, records of the following German public agencies in
Landkreis Rehau (M51/POY) were checked by the undersigned Agent and no
derogatory information was revealed. The information as contained in paragraph
3 above was verifled: o

a. -Mayor's Uffice, Rehau
b. Housing uffice, Hehau

- BECLASSIF ]
¢. Bavarian Border Police, Rehau Station ED AKD RELEASED BY

CEMTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

d. Labor Office, Rchau
e. Health Uffice, Rehau SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT | gN357)
f. Inbabitant's Office, Rehau WAZI WAR CRIMESDISCLOSYRE AQY
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ge County Registrat's uffice, Rehau . -
h. City and County Police, Rehau (B=2)

6. On 9 July 1951, records of the Hof HICOQ Courts, Hof HICUG Residont
Office, and the Rehau NICOG Resident Office were checked by the¢ undersiyned
Agent and no derogatory information was found, (B~2)

7. Un 9 July 1951:&Br. Karl FENZEL, County Registrat, Rehau, was inter-
viewed.. He stated that he had occasion to observe and talk to Subject in May
1951, when Subject attempted to secure an increase in the space of his living
quarters in Fassmansreuth, House 8l. 'Subject stated that he was presently
working for American suthorities, and waved papers in front of FENZEL in order
to impress FENZEL and to secure approval of his request for increased living
space. FENZEL stated that Subject would not allow him to closely examine
the papers purportedly substantiating Subject's claim of working for US
authorities. FENZEL further stated that Subject bears an unsavory reputation
in the Hehau area and is strongly suspected of being a blackmarketeer and
smuggler, Subject previously worked as a salesman for a Hof liquor and wine
concern, but was believed by FENZEL to have lost his job because he had misued
-company funds. OSubject is said to be feared by his landlady, and gossip has
it that he is known to possess.a gun.,  FENZEL was of the opinion that Subject's
activities are well known to Bavarian border authorities. (F-3)

8, On 9 July 1951,X“Arthur LANG, Pree (MS51/P09), House ¢9, an investizator
for the Hegistrar's Uffice (Housing Section) of Rehau County, was interviewed.
He corroborated, substantially, the information given by Dr. FENZEL., In
addition, LANG stated that Subject mekes frequent trips to Bamberg (MS1/02L)
and Coburgl(HSl/)ZB) on unknown errands. ILANG believes Subject to be a
‘smuggler because he is seen constantly in possecsion of large sums of money,
but has no apparent means of livelihood. F

9. Un 9 July lyslj\Georg HOFFIMANN, Rehau, Sophienstrasse 9a, a clerk in
the Bity Uffice of Rehau, was interviewsd. He corroborated, substantially,
information as given by Dr, RENZEL and LANG. HOFMANM Lelieved Subject to be
well known to Bavarian Border Police becsuse of his border activities. He
further corroborated informstion as given regarding Subject!s possessing money
without visible means of support. Subject's last pes ition was as salesman for a
Hof wine concern. Subject!'s fioiti.) Johanna GEIPEL, Bamberg, Hammerleinstrasse 17,
is believed to be employed by US authorities in Bamberg. (B=3) ‘

10, On 9 July 1951)Qﬂugust NAGEL, Oberkommissar, Bavarian Border Police,
Rehaus Post, was interviewed. He stated that Subject was personally known to
him and that Subject was a person not to be trusteds However, Subject is not
known to be in difficulties with the police, nor has he been known to have
illegally crossed the borcer into CSR. NAGEL was of the opinion that while
Subject would dabble in blaclkmarket and smuggling activity, he would not vork
for the CSR as an agent., LANG stated that Subject was previously employed by an
American intcllizence unit; he believed that Subject wae fired in 1950 for
having misued funds entrusted to him, NAGEL could gi-’e no further information
regarding the circumstances of the incident,, WAGEL further stated that Subject
was recently fired from his position as sadesman for a Hof wine concern on the
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ground thut he embezzled or misued company funds. Subject bears an unaavér&
reputation in the neighborhood, and NAGEL bolieves that he would bear watching;
he based his opinion upon the fact that Subject could be persuaded to "do

anything for money.". (B~3)

11. On 9 July 1951, Agent "A" was interviewed. He stated that he had occasion

to talk to Subject several months ago, when Subject came to his office to seek
work for American intelligence. Subject stated that he had been employed from
1948 to 1950 by another US intelligence organization and claimed that his
‘release had been effected to cover shortages in funds which were the fault of an
American member of the organization and Subject had suffered the disgrace of being
branded a thief. Subject stated that he had been approached to work for Czech
intelligence, but gave no details. Suvject was reminded of his delicate position,
and cautioncd, bhat engaging in such activities would make him liable to prosecution,
Subject promised to be cooperative and further stated that he would make Agent "A"
cognisant of any further attempts by the Cmechs to recruit hdm, Subject offered
to work for Agent "A" and volunteered to gc into CSR on any mission. Subject
stated that he had contacts in Prague &nd that his previous job for American intelli-
gence had been to run and supervise a net for the gathering of intelligence on '
behalf of the US Forces., Subject was told that his services cou%d'ngt be utilized.

: F-6

12, Technical coverage has been initiated on Subject, (B=2)

.. "13e QEIPEL again contacted CIC Seld on 10 July 1951, and stated trat he had
-been again approached by Czech intellizence, but still refused to ive details,
He repeated that he was innocent of any illegal espicnege activity, He was again
. cautionsed against engaging in any activity on behalf of Czech intelligence. (F-6)

14. UNIEYELOPED LEADS £¥D FUTURE ACTION:

a. Region VI: Investigate Tohamne GEIPEL (paragraph 9 above), and
determine whether she has any connections with Czech intelligence.

b. Region VII: Observe and report the activities of Subject and his
‘asgociates,

15. AGENT's NUTES:
a, Background information:

(1) Technical coverage was maintained on Subject from 21 April
to 1 December 1950, without positive resultse

(2) According to IRS, Hgqs 66th CIC Detachment, subject: PURLIC
OPINION SYRVEY DuTACHMENT, file D-66335; VII-3332, dated
11 August 1950, Subject was a Source of DAD then under
investigation by that agency for insecure conduct and
alleged ermuggling sctivity,
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(3) According to Agent Report, Region VII, subjects

(L)

CLANDESTINE COURIER SERVICE, file VII-27LY, dated
26 March 1951, Subject stated to the manager of
the Anker Hotel in Coburg that he Was going to
stop working for the Americans and use his right
name of GEIPEL. He was then using the alias
"Werner GRUNERT," and was employcd as a salesman
for a liquor dealer in Bamberg, '

GEIPEL has been from time to time the source of
information concerning the police of Plauen and
certain individuals in this area involved in inielli-

- gence activities,

b. Comments and opinionss None

e Reco#nnéndations: None

APFROVED:
JAMES G, BIDDIE
-Special Agent .CIC
CE Team Gcmmander

. DISTRIBUTIUN:
L Hgs 66th CIC Det
1l CIC Central Fils
2 Region VI
1 Region VII File

JEXHIBIT "I" - Photo of Subject.
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