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SQURCE .

For description and vitel statistics of Dr., Hens Wilhelm
THOST, see Preliminary. Information Report, Reference No,
8020/USDIC/PCL, dated 16 October 1945 this Heedquerters.

THE_"DOLMETSCHER BEREITSCHAFTSD IENST" ,

Vihen the war broke out Source was an independent writer
living in Berlin, Grunewald. He had just finished his book
"Als Nationalsozialist in England", which in some ways was
opposed to the official foreign policy of RIBBENTROP, Finan-

.¢ially, Source was independent because of his real estate in

Ieipzige

~ Because he was severely wounded at the end of World War I,
he was not fit for front line duty egain, He expected the. war
to be over soon and did not care to change his personal statud,

However, one day in the winter 1939-1940, he received a
letter from the "Dolmetdcher Bereitschaftsdienst" Berlin,
Halensee, Kurfuerstendamm, with a quéestionnaire to be filled
out, stating that everyone knowing a foreign language mus‘%
report there by writing. Source believes that they secured
his address from the Police,. to whom everybody had to fill
out questionnaires regarding "special knowledge" in languages,
driving autos and trucks, piloting airplanes, etc., He
reported to the "™odmetscher Bereitschaftsdienst" in writ:.ng,
statmg that he knew English fairly mell.

A, Assig;@ nt in Translation,

Source did not hear anything more about the questlonnaire
throughout 1940, but in February 1941 he was visited by an, SS
officer, Hauptsturmfuehrer ZUCHRISTIAN, who inquired whethor

" Bource would be prepared to do some tremslation work for his -

office, tvhich he said was some sort of political infarmation

~institute., Source agreed and ZUCHRISTL.N left him meny London

newspapers, telling him to read them through and pointing out
the articles of interest,

B, Source of Material,

The items of importance that Source was to familierize
-l
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himself with wore as Tfollows: Political lsalers as to the internal

-situation in Grzsat Britain; all the ners thereabout, including the

reports from Parliaments all news relating to the output of war
factories as far as they Vould be traced in the commercial presssi
and all advertiscmeats revealing saortages in England,

At first Bcurce worked in hlS quarters-. making some sort of
report from these newspapers. translating perts of them and giving
a general "Lagebericht® (report of the situation) as far as he could
gather from the London Bailies, A

A8 ordered, Source brought this report and the papers .to
SUCHRISTIAN's office. Berkaerstrasse 32-35. and the work vas favorably
received. This vwas the time when large parts of British public
opinion were opposed to the CHAMBERLAIN Government and to the conduct
of the war,  In additicn, there vas a "popular front" movement to end
the war and, on the other hend, a movement to activate a British
War effort and to bring Soviet Russia to the &llied side,

Source had to vork through more bunches of newspapers, folloved
by periodicals such as "New Statesman and Nation", "Time and Tide",
"The Ninetecuth Ceéntury and 4fter”, "The Spectator" etec.. He also
was given the book, "Guilty Men", and had to make an extract out

“of it.

111,

QPERSTIONAL LCTIVITIES OF -MT VI.

Ao Initiation into fmf VI,

Towaerds the cnd of February 1941, ZUCHRISTIAGN told Source that
the officc would accept him as its permanent translator and interpreter
during the var, ZUCHRISTI.N explained that Source would be ordered to -
do some sort of var vork and that it tould be better for him to work
vith his office rather tham tait until somec military’ or industrial
organization drafted him, <Source acccpted this offer. ZUCHRISTIAN
introduced Source to his superior, the late S3 Sturmbannfiishrer ’
Pr, GRAEFE (he died later folloring a motor accident), and to
Brigadefuehrer SCHELLENEZRG. DBoth received him only for & very .
short interviei:, admonishing him to keep everythingsecret, even the
type of vork done at hom:, Tater, Source had to sign a statement.
to the effect that he Tas conscious of the fact that he would be
subject to punishment by the S% and Polizeigericht in case of any

-&-‘.- . e
v ¢

breach of scercey or other wviolstion of the rules laid dewn by the Lm
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His main work sbill consisted in reading through all &f the
importent netvspapers of England (The London Press, Yorkshire Post,
Menchestog Guardien, Glasgow Herald, eic.). plus the periodicals
apd occasional political books printed in hng_La.nd~ AlY this
-ditereturorcached Berlin v:La Lisbon within one week end arrived
fairly regularly,

B. D-ocgménts from Belerade,

After one or two months, a heavy case wes brought into Sourcets
room, coming from Belgrade., It consisted of letters, papers,
documents, etc., collected in the British Consulate of that city.
Source rvas ordered to sort it out and meke the most use of it,
“There-were numerous passports, identity cards, check books, money
orders, etc, and these items vere taken to VI F for further
exploitation. The letters found rerc mostly of a non.political
naturey dealing with affairs of the Church of England abroad,

What intercsted &mt VI was the relationship betreen the Church of
‘Bnglend and the Orthodox Church of Yugoslavia and about thich
subject Source wrote a short report., These relations seemed to

‘be very cordial and a means to e¢loscr relationship betteen the
British Colony in Yugoslavia rith the Royal House of that countrye

C; Regort from Foreigg dgents.,

Occasionally Source reccived reports from the agents of Amt VI
to read, but only infrequently since these reports vere mostly in
German and vere read directly by his superiors without his help es
translator. These reports shoved the number of the agonts and
sometimes the place from vhich they operated (mostly from Medrid or
Lisbon). Vhen they werc given to Source, he had to find. out
vhether or not they verc simply extracts out of British nevspapers
as some agents spent lazy days abroad simply compilimg their
reports from London newspapers and forrarding this material as
their own information, These reports came mainly from neutral
countrics and first vent through the department dealing with those
countries (i.ee, VI B for Spain and Portugal, VI 23 for Sveden).
They vere rewritten in the respective department and only then

© forvarded to Source's department (VI I2), The name of an agent
was never mentioned in Source's presence except the cover name,
Source concluded that Amt VI's best agent in Spain was "THEOY,
‘who was supposed to have been e high placed diplomat of Sriss
nationality having close relations vith FRANCO; he managed to
bring very intimate reports out of the Spanish Iegation in London,
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In Steden dmt VI had an agent together tith the Military
Intelligence thosc cover nams was "JOSEFEIINE", He vas supposed
to be a Germen doctor who had his sub agents directly in Englend
and had very gOJd conacetions with :i0dish hewspaper men,

D. Esplgnago in E_;ng.L;J,;;xg_.-,

Concerning agents vorking dircectly in Englend, Source was told
- that there werc only very fow of them, mostly ncutrael and Latin.
American diplomats vho were roceived directly by SCHELIENBERG and
whose names and reperts woere unknorn to the ordinary departments.
Only later Source got to know the following agents:

X, BEHD:.Y, former Irish Minister to Germeny, vho during the
war worked in Romo (or Vatican City) attémpting to get Irish
priests as agents to Britain, Source does not believe that
BEWIEY was successful; but he had first class information con.
cerning the internal situntion in IYtaly, VI B, however, derived
the benefit of his informetion and not VI B2, ,

2, GOID (not positive $f this is the corroct name), He wos
& Polish sailor, very intelligent, who made several trips in a-
Polish boat to British ports and reportcd back in Lisbon. Early
in 1944 he wes ordered to buy motor taxis in Paris, sell them in
Spain, and thus finance further trips to England. He disappeered
in France after the Allied invasion,

_ 3, COLLINS, a former Prisoner of War, corporal in the British
4rmy and not very intelligent. Ho spent several years in Berlin,
-first as a Prisoner of Viar and later as an ogent in traininges For
a long time he wes a student in the wireless school of &mt VI,
situated in Lehnitz near Berlin, and came several t imes into the

office,

Iater, a strict order from SCHELLENEERG prohibited the wisits
of agents to the main officc Berkacrstrasse and ordercd that all
agents should be received in certain private flats, some of which
were. hired by the &mt especially for such pu;r‘poscs° "Because of
this Source did not get to lcno‘/ morc of thesc agents,

“E. Apgents Ca tu,l:@.d._nﬁg...l.ltss.l‘gnd.cm

SCHELLEL"F‘J‘E‘IRG;S ner order vas the result of a foolish act
committed in 1943-or carly 1944 by the head of VI D2, Obcrsturioe
fuehrer Dr, SCHUEDDEXOPF, Ho brought tro Irishmen (vho were
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to be dropped by parachute over Irelend) into the Main Officc,
where they bceame acquaintéd vith practically 4ll the staff mombors
of VI D, Sourcc does not remember their names, but they tere

caught by the Police immediately aftor lending in Irelend end thoin
story was reported thoughout the entirc &llied Pross, 4&mt VI '
was certain that the enomy got all the information they rvented about
vhat vas going on in the Berkacrstressc. 48 far as Soureoc knows, .
these two Irishmen had even worked in the Borkacrstrasso ; they cams
1nto the offlce at locst every tvo or three roeks.

Fo Qommangers of VI Da

S3 Sturmbannfuehrer Dr, GRAEFE vas only hecad of VIR for a
~weyy short time, He transferred to VI C and was later killed in
a motor accident. His successor was S5 Sturmbannfuehrer DAUFEIDT
(from Kiel) vwho laid spceial stress on completc files of chemy
. politicisns under the following procedure:

l.. Onc 1list of British politicians hos¥ile to cvez;ythine;

24 One list of those fricndly to Gerxnany, but hostllo to
Nazis and Fascists.

3« " Onc list of those who did not like Soviet Russia, .

'L, One list of those vho madc ‘hostile remarks about Frence,
US.A., and other Allicd nations,

This type of classification was supplementcd by nevspaper
clippings of the spceches they made in this respect.  DAUFEIDT
used to say that a well made "Kartoi" (files) was the basis of ovory
Succcss, Io 'had cards filled out on &very person mentioned in
Wiho's Who" and othor referonce books e :

Bccauso S3 Hauptsturmfuehrer ZUCHRISTL.N did not agree with
his sup¢rior D.UFEIDT, hce vas transferred to Paris. DALUFEIDT
howover, left this office shortly afterwards and was succceded
by Sturpbannfuehrér SCH.NB.CHER, tho vwas heced of VID for only
a couple of wecks, succceded by -'Oborsturmbannfuehrer Dr, PAEFFGEN.
VI D2, vhich vas primerily called VI D7, was temporarily in the
hands of SS Hauptsturmfuehrer CARSTENN (who later went to Finland)
and tas later finally hcaded by SS Obersturmfuehrer Dr. SCHIFNDEKOPF.
DLUFEIDT reécived a new assignment as an agent for imt VI in
Stitzerland, being nominally mede German Consul in Bern (%),
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G« Intorccption of Wirgless Jonversations .

1, Intercopting Station in Opcrations

. One day in the wintér of 1942-1943 Source was called to the
office of Dr, PAFFFGEN and introduced to a Dr. VETTERIEIN, high
technical official of the Forschungsemt der Doubschen Relchgpeost®

(scicntific laboratory of the Germen Post), who stated that he had

alrcady spoken with SCHELLENEERG and that he hed an offer to meke
to P.EFFGEN and Source., Also present at the moeting was Bry
SCHUBDDEKOPF,  VETTERIEIN shoved them some messeges vhich he said
he had been able to interccpt from the conversations between
Washington and Icondon, & station was situated in Holland near
Eindthoven, OHNESCQRGE, the German Minister for Post, would be
groatly intercested in this matter end would be prepared to spend
millions on that station if it eouldd be of any uwse to tha
~ dopartment. VETTERIEIN added that CHNESCRGE was reluctant to
offor the results of that station to the Military because he dise
trusted themy cspecially the head of ‘the Germen Commumication
- troops, a Goneral who lator participated in the July 20 Putsche
VETTERIEIN asked them to read through these samples of picked.up
mossagds and to'decide whether they would want them or note The
matter, he said, would be of great future value, a8 the Ministry
for Post was preparcd to spend large sums on its development
provided it was thought to be wotthwhile., He addod that there was
even the possibility of listening in on nmessages between Englend
and the UsSe just by putting a UwBoat near these: cables, Of
that prospeet they never heard anything more,

Scurce opined that everything which could help in a majar
war was worth trying. The Samples were obviously conversations
betteen officials in lLondon and Washington, but many words wore
missing end the whole contents did not.make sonsec at the first
glancc, SCHUEDDEKOFF was nore skeptical about the mattor, but
PLEFFGEN agrced with Source saying that improvement on the
technical side and schooling of the personnel would resultt
in receiving these pickups clearly, PIEFFGEN, as chief of VI D,
had the last vord in the matiter and decided in the affirmative,
Consequently VETTERLEIN irmediately roturncd to Eindthoven to
atart vorke - . .

24 Cogversatiog‘ betteon London and Washington,

~e
b

_ Mfter some weoks the first results arriveds they were,
& vholc, not too discouraging. The teclephone number in Weshington
was Republie 2020, '

b
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(a) Betwoen Viaxr Office, London, and British Arny Staff,j}ashingtgg...'

Somptines the British Ministry of Supply was on the London:
ond of the phone instcad of the War Office., General MiCREADY, head
of the BLS in Wwashington,; did not speek himsclf; niost of the timo
the spoaker was Brigadier Leslie DAES and in London, Brigadier
Ouon YOUNG. Frequently the officer in London spoke from tho Var
Offico line and a couplo of days later from the Ministry of Supply -
lino establishing the fact that the links betreon the ministries
werc vory close, The contents of the conversations were obviously
British orders for the UsS, War Industry, but the speakers used

cover names for the items vhich they spoks about, such as "grapefruits",

"pinocapples?, etecs It was ovident that the speakers on that vireless
%clephono woro aware of the possibility that their conversations
might be intereccpted. Sorctimes they varned each other by sayings
"Send me @ ceble about that, don't rention it on tho tolophone.”

(b) Botreen the Ministry of Viar Transyort, London, and British
‘Shipping Mission, washington,

‘The talks werce about the distribution of the ordinery
shipping spacc. The spoekers usod cover names for the theatre of
ver the ships were allocated to., For instence, the Washington
representative of the Ministry of War Transport informed his
colloaguc in London that he had to teke 54 ships from "irthur's
place" to "John's placo", that the situation was 'fairly critigal®,
etice On the German side, they could not read thesc mossages like
an open book, but certain genersal conclusions could be dravn if
they got enough of these conversations, There was no possibility
of drawing actual conclusions as to ship movemonts which could be
of dircct value to U~.boat varfarc, although a vegue gencral plcs
ture of the shipping dispositidn on the ;Allied side ves obtained.

~ (o) Betycen Ministry of “ar Transnort. London, and Ropresentatiyo
of Same in. quhmgtonn

These talks werc about teanker allocation. Since the namos
of the rmen on the telephone vwere disclosed by the telephome opera-
tors. Source had only to look up the YLHITACKER" reference book to
see in vhich dopartment of the Ministry of Viar Tf¥ansport the
specking official vas working, This book also helped to find out
which ministry t8s speaking becausc tho Washington and London tcle=
phone numbers worc annocunced by the operators, MHITACKER" montionod
all the +h’-‘~onc numbors of those Ministries, fmbassics, etc.

T
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The "tenker calls" were by far tho most frequent and intere
esting ones, The impression of Sourcc and his superior was that
the lack of tenker space was the toeakest point of the Lllies,
Froquently tankers, once upitto 70 ships, had to be teken from onc
-theatre to another, and therc socmed to be a lot of diffcrence of
opinion as to the allocation of this type of tonnage.

. Those talka vore of deeided militery valuc and thercfare
did not bolong te amt VI, but to Military Inteclligoncc. . PAEFFCEN
vas reluctant to send the rossagos directly to the Oberkormando
. dor Wchrmacht (0K.)es Ho stated that the pozssossion of those
ressages was a nost sceret affair and could not ovon be disclosed
$0 tho OKa, Ho ordered Source to vork out short reports conecerning
-$hese pickeups tvhich he would forvard to the OWE, These reports
- wore to o tritten in a form that the reader could not dray the-
conclusion there or how this information wes gained, This, of
course, was impossiblc to do. Sourcc, without having hed any
military or navel training, could not find out thc rcal namps in
placc of the cover narpes, but the trained poople at OKw, and
espceially the naval pcople vith all their infarmation might have
“boon @blc to usc thesc pickeups to groat velucs Source told
B.EFFGEN of the neglect and boggoed him to consult SCHELLENEERG
again on the matteres Finelly it vwas docidcd that these ealls
should be sent dircetly to the (K. without Source doing morc than
- roading then through and passing thom on, Sourcc usually passed
thern on to Oberstleutnent ENGEIHORN ( who was exocuted becausc of
his participation in the 20 July Putsch) and later to Korvetton
Kapitan von REDL (from Vicnna) of dmt Mil B,

(a) Calls Releting to Political and Diplomstic Mattors.

Discussions betreon the British Embessy in Washingtom
and tho Foreign Office in London verc for the mest part clevorly
canonflaged, although at tircs intorcesting featurcs could bo '
congluded fyom thome. It ves learned, for instence, that certain’
discussions took place betvecn the ~llies and that Britain
would act as tho chief spoeker for the érerican-British side towards
the Russians, The subject of thesc discussions was not definitely
known, but from certain hints and norvspaper and radio anmouncerwnts,
the eonclusion was dratn thet the topie wos "the oil supplics of
Iraq and Iren®, More end riore it was concluded that these pick-ups
vore most valuable if combined with all tho other sources of
information, cxpccially nevspapera, radio end cther fopen' news.

-8-
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| Other purely political conversations tock place between:
. yarious Allied government representatives, The Dutch Government
in London telephoned frequently to its representeative in
Washington, and once or twice the station overheard conversations
between the Russian Ambassador in Washington and Mr. MAISKY's
-Bmbassy in London, In this case the Allied operator had to ag. -
monish the speakers frequently not to speak Russian but English.

Several timss the conversations between CHURCHILL and
EDEN, who was in Washington, were picked up, CHURCHILL usually
. 8poke under the name of his secretary or was simply called
%Captain', but it was not difficult to disclose his identity.
The contents of these conversations were not of high political
significence, but certain conclusions could be drawn out of the
general atmosphere in which they were conducted.

These frequent conversations could be used by this
.office as 'fitting in' material to their other information,
Sometimes the mere temper of the persons spealking allowed cone
olusions to be drawn as to the progress of certain negotiations
" between the &llies, For example:s KEDEN onceé spoke to one of his
Foreign Office secretaries in London in a terrible rage., He
called him a "silly ass" and "idiot"; 'and it was evident that
something went wrong on the other 3ide. '

(e) Calls Relating to Beonomic Nﬁzters ,.

As the war was nearing its end, economie matters seemed
t0 gain the upper hand in these Washington and London calls,

The conversations between the State Department,
Washington, and the U.S. Embassy in London were mostly conducted
by FEA (Foreign Economic Administration) people, who telephoned
- quite openly about locomotives to be deliversd to the French after
the invesion and about the help of American engineers and equipment
for the British mining industry. :

- When Governor IEHMAN vas in London in 1944, he phoned
frequently to Washington on behalf of the UNRRA and it was heard
that the Cairo office of that organization got into trouble .by
buying clothes on the black market instead of waiting for cheapsr
‘ones. coming from the UsS. Shipping difficulties wére frequently
nmentioned as hampering the war effort of the UNRRA, and there
were differences of opinion between the UNRRA authorities and
the TITO Government, vhich wanted to have all the goods distributed
under its own name.

-9-
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A1l the news gathered from these pickeups vere allocated
by source to the various departments of VI; he sent the eeccnamic
ones to VI Wi and Tech,

H, Deseription of Piok-Tp Station.
1. Dr. THOST's Visit to Bindthoven. | ,

In Mugust 1944 Source was ordered to pay a visit to the listening - MRS
station (south of Bindthoven, Hollend), to hear some nerw proposals - _
made by-Dr. VETTERIEIN, This station was situated in a villa, and
the entire technical installation consisting of an outfit {the

"dimensions of which were surprising) was located in the bomb proof
cellar, The equipment filled at least three large rooms from top
to bottoms . On the outside surrounding the villa there were about
8ix transmission poles,

2, Technical Details of Station,

VETTERLEIN showed Source the entire technical equipment, Source:
gathered that the interception of the radio~telephone conversatiams -
(ret-c) was only possible because Eindthoven was eSpecially suitable
. from a geographical point of view, being nearly in a strajght line ' o
with Viashington and London. Therefore, Washington was better heerd R
in Eindthoven then London, because the London voice went around the S
world before being picked up in Eindthoven, ' T

The voices vere split by a special ciphering apparatus, the high
v&ves Being bent into low waves and vice versa, so that ordinary
listening resulted in nothing but a squeezing noise, The ALmericane
British used, as far as Source remembers, five different ciphers
ochanging every twelve seconds and practically the seme machines had
to be installed in the German station with a clock going exactly at
the same speed as Greenwich time,  These deciphering machines made
the voices audible in a miorOphone as well as in head receivers,

'A11 the talls were recorded on gremophone records and sent:
up to a lady typist. &After typing, the talks were translated into
English and sent by a @pecial taper directly to Berlin into the
taper center of the 8S and the "SS Hauptamt®, from where they vere
sent by meassengers to the Berkaerstrasse into Source's office,
These tapers were secret; all the letters were changed so that interw
ception of the line was impossible, Source received the r-t.c ' o
in English marked as "Gehéime Reichssache" and did the sllocation : S
according to the contents, e

1.0




3 Dre VETTERIEIN's Proposals.,

Souree steyed at this station about three days, during the .
course of tvhich he and VETTERIFIN thoroughly discussed the beitwc's,
VETTERIEIN explained the various technical installations, not yot

' fully developed, through vhich other types of radio-telephones could
be tapped, He showed Source some semplés of radio messages caming
from American and British newspaper represSentetives to their
respectiye editors in London and New York. They did not disclose
meny seerets but served &mt VI in receiving Yopen! news much
saxlder then hitherto. Secondly, ciphered news was picksd up

and hidden in sowcalled five letter ciphers vhich had to be
deciphered, As the Military Intelligence hed a big deciphering

of fice, Source thought it worthwhile to receive these pickeups

as well, VETIERIEIN stated that this extension of duties in his
pick-up station meant more personnel and still more expensive
machinery, although he, too, thought the matter worthwhile, Both
agreed that the best thing to do would be to have a permanent
representative of Amt VI in this station, & person who knevw the
value of the various pick-ups and one who could decide on the spot
whether or not an intercepted ret-c should be sent to Source in
Berlin, Source thought of training onc of their lady seoretaries
and then sending her permenently to Eindthoven. Regarding the

- cost of the technical extcnsions, VETTERIEIN undertock to ask his
Ministry of Post people for the money, and Source tried to persuedo
SCHELIENEERG to trite a letter to OHNESORGE, confirming that
these investments would be of value for the conduct of the ware

Upan Source's return to Berlin the progress of the Allied :
invasion brought-the vhole schome to an end, VETTERIEIN succeeded -
in gotting all his equipment out of Holland and subsequontly
attompted to resettle with his station on the Sieg river, but his
reteo!s slovly faded away., The last ones Source received as late
as January 1945, but irregularly and with frequent interruptions,
As the vhole German communication system slovly became disorganized,
the same complications arose with the r-t-c's,

Yo 4L4ditional Amt VI D2 ‘Enternri.sqg‘_._

1. Qbservation of Anti.War Elements in Englend.

Qccasionally, travcllmg necutral people coming from London
birought small and even obscurc propagenda material from Englend
- to Spain or Lisbon in the form of howspapers vhich were ordinarily
not aveilable outside of Britain. These papers tere picked up by
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Amt VI's men in Spain or Portugal and sent to the Berkaerstrassa,
They were anti~war propegenda, It was socn discovered that the .
center of this activity vas ‘Glasgow. The argenizations were the
~ followings. ' - ' SR §
: (a) The I.L.P. (Independant Iabor Party) vith their newspaper,
"I’he New leadar'. Goordinated t¢ith them verc the Comscientious

Ob jectors with thoir various organizations and the activity of the.
Duke of Bedford, ,

(b) The Anarchists with their nempaper. "The Word", which
788 also pmnted in Glasgowe

(¢) The Br:.tish Protestent league, a VeTy queer movcmcnt vith ' ‘|
its periodical, "The Truth", also in Glasgows, This was a religious Y
movenpnt, anti-war, anti-semite, anti-catholic, and antieRussian. T
The Duke of Bedford scemed to have econncetions with all three of
thom,

() The r"J:'o-l:zk;)rltats or Ravolutionary Comnmnist Party, vhich
was dissolved in tho course of 1944,

Jource vas ordered to find out to what extent these orgeni.
zations had conncctions with the strikes in the British mining
and other industrics, Dr, SCHUEDDEKOPF thought of contacting
thesc orgcnizations by agents but could not find persons tho could
.do the jobe Conscquently, their knowledge was confined to what
thoy ¢ould gather out of the newspapors. 4n order vwas given, horover,
(it tas in the lost year of the war) to selcet nowly captured !
prisonors of war who came- from Glasgow and/or wore miners, and/er '
belongod to the ILP. or other erganizations mentioned, and/or . R
eould oxplain snything about the situntion, for special interrogation, o
This activity wos still in its first steges vhen Source loft Amt VI ' ;

on a special mission to be covered in a later roport by this A
: Hoadquartors. , R

. Qontacting PW's_of Political _I_zmg;tggce" B ol

(a) Gontacting Son of Biward GODFREY,

Mich carlier, however, Source was sont on a mission to o

eontact a W of spccial political importance. - This was in May 1943, ' T

Souwrce had reod in the London Pross that Edword GMFREY of Hayes T
(Middlosox), a former fish merchont, founded o now parly, the soe Lo

called English National Party, domocratic but anti.wor, pro German,
and to o certain degree antieJewish, Furthormore, his son, e sailer, -
wos in Gormon hands as a Prisoner of War, Source wes ordered to visit _
this young GODFREY and find out as much a8 was possible about his fatheor,, |

12w : o
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" The P Dopartment of the OKW first gave Source a wrong
addressy resulting in his travel to Pocsen, wherc he found a G(DFREY
{ftho was in no vay connected with the said Edvard, Source returned
to Borlin, later being informed that tho real GUDFREY vas ina P
camp noar Heydobreck in Upper Silesia. Sourco vent there to find |
that tho so-called son was a nophetwr of this politician, This )
Charles GODFREY knew nothing about politics; he knew his uncle
but could tell Sourcc nothing more than personal things about him,
his fomily, and pre-war buginess. He declined to have anything to
do with politics, and Source scarcely received eny information
from him, Source contacted him under the pretext of being a
newspaper yeporter vho was visiting B camps to find out details .
on persons of special intergst, .In spite of his failure he -tried
again to contact young GIDFREY vhen he was in a camp near Berlin,
but this was also in vain,

| (b) Contacting P¥ Ving Commander Baird SMITH,

A little later Sourcc was sent to the Luftwaffe Fid camp
in Sagan to contect Wing Commander Baird SMITH, tho was, according
to London nowspapers, a relative of the member of tho British
Cabinet, Sir John ANDERSON, Sir John's vwifc was a close rolative
of the Wing Commcnder. Source went to Sagan and had an intercsting

political discussion with Commander SMITH, but it did hot disclose -

anything new. SMITH was cenvincod that the comservative spirit

6f Britain would survive the ver, that the Conservative Party would -

be victorious in the long run even if Labor would win tho first
post vor elections, and that there was no danger of Britain going
Bolshevist, Regording Gormony, he thought that even d defeated
Germony would not turn tovords Communism, as people in Germany

- wont through too much to again put their trust in tho dictatarship
of a few porsons, Tcken as a whole, the Ving Commandor wos
optimistic about the post-war futurc,

In this samc coamp wa8 young WINLNT, tho son of tho US. -
© Ambhasgador to Britain, Source wanted to interview him as woll,
but the Commandont dissuaded him, saying thet Foreign Offico
pcople had already done so and that young WINANT was only cancerncd
about his fomily and othor porsonal things and not interasted in
politics at,all, Sourcc returncd to Berlin without sceing VINANT,
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PRELIMINARY INFURMATION REPORT .

PRISONER: DESCRIPTION AYD VITAL STATISTICS,

Dr, Hans Vilhelm THOST, author, reporter, and provaganda

‘agent for-the Reich, was born in Hannover, Germany on 19 4April

1899. The exect basis for his claim to the title of *Doctor" : : : -
ig not quite clear, as he has received .no dezree, honorsrv or -
otherwise, to warrant such claim. Nevertheless, the vwrisoner

is definltely of better than average intelligence, extremely

vell-read, although inclined to act a bit eccentric.

Dr. THOST received an extensive education. " *Beginning vith

four years of elementery schooling, he continued with a full eight-

year Gymnaeium course. Uvon graduation, he turned to his university
studies and showed special interest in philosophy. His university
life was limited to two years, equally divided between ths University
of Heidelberg and Hamburg, resvectively. THOST, however, is a self-
taught man. He is capable of learning wuch more then what is acquired
in a formal education. The variety of subjects covered by the vrinted
matter found in his psrsonal vossession uvon arrest is ample wroof

of his initistive and cavsbilities. In addition to German the
orisoner also sbeaxs English fluently.

‘Hans THUST. is a man of towering stéjure. He ig six feet
four inches tall, but weighs only 150 vounds. He has a lorg face,
e very high.forehesd, and wears glasses. His hair is greying, and
he 18 rapidly beconing bald. Other distinguishing vhysical char-
acteristics sre varicose veins on the lower part of his right leg.
and an appendectomy scar.

The priaoner is not married, both hisAnarents aro dead, and
his only known surviving next of kin is his sister, Hela Wuelfing
von MATITZ. aze U8,

ggéyF PARTY 0R S?RVICm HISTORY.

THOST'g career is sn excellent exammle of success achieved
through membershio in the vartv. In 1929 he Joined the NSDAP,
and, thereafter, his worries were over. From 1930 to 1935 he

1?--1‘

was the London Corresnondent for ths Vosllischer-Beobachier.

. In 1936, He returned to Germany snd worked for a year for the

Freiheits~Kamof, a narty vever in Dresden. The end of his re-

.vorter days ceme in 1937, which also marked the beginning of

1~
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his career as a Nazi Propeganda author. Based upon experiences
acquired during his five years in Great Britain, he wrote "National-
sozialist in England" which was published in 1938 by the Eher- -
Verleg, ons of the foremost Nazi publishing houses. Two years '
later, THOST wrote his second book, "Und Wir Werden Leben',

which was again accepted for pub11cation by the aforementioned

publishers.

By this time, Dr. 'Hars ThOST had already established his ‘ -
reputation. which did not go urinoticed in official circles.
Ih 19&1 he was employed by the Sicherheitsdienst (D). He

_worked for Amt VI, Geheimer Politischer Aislands Fachrichten

Dienst, an agency in Berlin that collected information about
the United States, Grest Britain. and South America. His dutiss
wvere those of interpreter and monitor of foreign newspapers,
As far as can be determined to date, this was his last known

* position. (It should be noted at this point that vhen the’

prisoner vas taken into custody he had in his versonal po-
ssession numerous clippings taken from American newspapers
and magazines, covering such subjects as the personalities

associated with the creation of the atomic bomb, chemical

formulae involving nitrogen compounds and their derivatives,
German torporate stacks, and thé activities of UFRRA in Europe.)

PERSONALITIES ASSOCIATED WITH.

A The prisoner's admitted connections have so fsr Been lim-

ited only to personalities in .the Berlin Amt VI of the Geheimer
Politischer Auslands Nachrichten Dienst. Foremost in his asao-
clations was SS Brigadefuehrer (Brigadier General) SCHELLEMBERG.

Others included SS Obersturmfuehrers (First Lieutenants) Max

REINERS and SCHUETTELKCPF. The latter was, for a brief period, .
in charge of the U.S.A. Department, but later took over the -
Department which did resesrch work on Gregt Britain.

TIMB, PLACE, SPECIAL REASONS, AMD CIRCUMSTANCES OF ARREST.

In order to obtain an Allied clearance, Dr. THOST posed
as a German prisoner of war and surrendered to the French forces
ot the Island Reichenau, Bodensee, for discharge. The prisoner
was arrested in Donau Eschingen on 25 May 1945. He'was located

A by the 0SS War Crimes Unit in the custody of AMZON in Stuttgart
"and brought to this Headquarters at their request,

INTENDED SCOPE OF INTERROGATION.
The scope of this interrogation is intended to reveal
.

SECRET
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Dr. THOST's possible participation inﬁcertaln crimes committed
“agalnst OSS personnel.

SUSPECTED CONNEGTIONS..

It s believed that the nrisoner has considerable know-
ledge about the .organization and functions of the Geheimer
Politischer Auslance Nachrichten Dienst and played a prominent
part therein, especially as adviser on Nazi Propaganda for ST
Trgland. ‘

REQUEST FOR mFoRMATIo'N

A1l agencies who have requests for furthsr information
beyond that of the above intendec scope of interrOgation
should notify this Headquarters.

All sgencies who have any information en this prisoner,
his asctivities and mssociates, above and beyond the material
noted in this vreliminary_repoft are requested to forward
same to this command with the least practicable delay.

'BELIABILITY o .

The rﬁllablllty of the information offered by Dr. Hans
- THOST may be rated as "Good".

DISPOSITION

Subject. will be detalned at thls Héadquarters pending
detailed inter”Ogatlon.

o \\
* JOSEPH M. KOLISCH

Major, Infantry
’Commanding

DI STRIBUTION;

USFET Interrogation’ Centers Distribution "D" plus CI War Room.
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not know if she still is alive, and I have a w1fc and tvo young sons, . |

onc of whom is duec to enroll in Eton college this year. I do not
" think I am physically fit to be in the front line again; but I think
I could do a lot to end this horrid war because I know Winston

CHURCHILL very well., He is the cousin of my stepfather, Lionel GUEST.

I know EDEN gnd many othor leading British stdtesmen.

"The war mlght end in a’'German defecat, and in face of the’
Russian advance it might be better for Germany to ¢ome to a just and
honest peace with the Western Allies. If this is the case; I could
be of more use, for Germany as well as for Britain, if I were in
England and tried to.persuade people there-.that it is time for all
of us to stop this war if possible. Here I am only an 6ld Britsh
officer, doing nothing but cating your food away. In England I
could be of some use perhaps for the good of the whole human racec.
‘It 15 nearly certain that Winston CHURCHILL will receive me.

T do not want to go home on any sort of official mission. The
Germans must release me unconditionally. I will go home ‘just as &
plain former prisoner-of-war officcr, but this would show some sort
of good will and I would go as an independant gentleman with fresh
information regarding the war situation. There is no doubt that the
British Govermment would hear my opinion.® .

. Following this proposal source telephoned his chief in Berlin
(Dr. PARFFGEN), who investigated and confirmed DODGE's refercnces
to his relations. Sourcc was ordercd to further interrogatc DODGE.,

Ce PFamily Background of Hajor DODGE

Major DODGE was born in the United States;ua member of the .
+ well-known DODGE farrily, went to school there, and marricd an Amcrican
girl, One of his forefathers was thc founder of the Union Pacific

Railway. Onc of his uncles was former U.S.A. ambassador to France, and -

another was a good fricnd of the late Gennan Kaisor. A cousin is the
Amerlcan irimster to Switzerland.

Before 191} DODGE's widowed mother, ‘a BIGFLOW, remarried, - Her.
sceond husband was the latc British momber of Parllamont and steel
mill ovmer, Sir Lionel 'GUEST. DODGE himsclf is partner of the London

'banxlng fimm of LAZARUS, DODGE, and 'Co. flso, he is director of thige
 British and British-Amcrican industrial firms (clectrical instruments,
safes, and tobacco). He was a Conscrvative mamber of the London .
County Couricil and official candidate of the Conscrvative Party for a

constituancy in the County of Kent. DODGE had become British subject
-3 - '
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in 1915 after joining the British Amy. He is now reportedly living
at Ferring by .Sed, near Gorlng by Sea, Sussex, England; Telephone:
Goring by Sea 25

D, HIMVLER is Contacted(

, After being satisfied that DODGE was a man of influence in Britain
and the Unitéd States, Source rcported the entire proposal to PAEFFGEN
.in writing: Dr. PAEFFGEN and source worked out a report to HIMILER
about the matter and suggested to him the rclease of Major DODGE, No |
. mention was made to HII¥LER that. DODGE was of the opinion that the
HITLER- government must resign beforc armistice talks could be . opened;
no mention of any specific conditions was made at all, as DODGE re-
ferred to them only in a very vague manner. The whole matter was to
be treated as a purely private suggestion of DODGE, with the German
government to do nothing except leasec DODGE because of .0ld dage and
long captivity. The time was towards the end of October 19LL.

E. Source's Interview with SCHELLENBIRG

Almost three months later, on 2 February 193, Source was' suddcnly’
called to sece SCHELLFNBFRG of the RSHA at his office in Berlln,
Berkacrstrasse. Source went there from the Valdburg Lager in Kolpin
near Storkow and arrived in Berlin late in the cvening. SCHELLENBERG
reccived Source for a very short interview and told him to change
clothes and get ready to take Major DODGE to the Adlon Hotel for a

“dinner with Foreign Office peoplc. He was then to be companion of
DODGE for a couple -of -days and later bring him to Sweden.

SCHELLENBERG issued no political instructions, saying that the
Foreign Office people would deal with that part of the matter. Heé
instructed Source only to take precautions that DODGE did not see
any military sccrets, that he was well-fed and looked after, and
that his rclease should officially go under the pretext that because -
American and British officcrs bchaved very deoently when the Soviet
Army approached their prisoncr-of-war camps in the eastern provinces
of Germany the Fuechrer had deocided to release ten American and ten
British.officers unconditiénally as a sign of good will towards the
Western cnemics in face of thc Bolshevist danger threatening, not
only Germany, but the whole of Furope. DODGE would be onec of these
twenty officers, ‘but his journcy home should be made in civilian
clothcs, apart from the othrrs, obcqusc DIDGE was captured without
nnifarm con the bC&Ch of i Duikcivk In .L7LLU-
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REIEASE OF DODGE TO THOST CUSTODY,

A. Mecting with Foreign Officc BIG4WIGS_

Aftor the short intervicw with SCHELLENBFRG DODGE was waiting for

. Source in a private apartment in Berlin, Inusbruckerplatz, The apart-
ment beloiged to an SS Sturmbannfuchrer who served on the front line

and the flat was being used in the mecantime by SCHELLENBFRG fox- speeial
purposes (intervicws with agonts, ctc.). When Source arrived DOLIGE

was in a now civilian suit. He was accompanied by a German Luftwaffe
Hajor in uniform, who left when THOST appeared. DODGE and Source went
to-the Hotel Adlon in a car from SCHELLENBERG's office and met three
highor officials from the German Forolgn Office. Thoy were:

a) Botschaftsrat Dr. SCHIDT, the intcrnationally known inter-
preter of HITLER at all intcrnational conferences.

- b) Geheimrat Dr. HESSE, Chief of the British Department of the
Burcau RIBEBENTROP, the husband of Prinzessin WEKTHEIM-LOEWENSTEIN-
FREUDENBFRG, formerly the hoad of the Deutsche Nachrlchtcnbureau
(DNB) in London.

¢) .The third was another high official of the Gcnnan Fore;gn
Offlce whose namc and position Sourcc does not remember. '

B, Politics over the Dinncr Table . : \

All sat dovmn to a latc dinncer.. Dr. SCHMIDT made a short speech
congratulating Hajor DODGE on his releasc and saying that in spite
of all the horrors of war the common feeling of the pcoples of Europe
and the Americas towards humanity and a docent 1ife should prevail,
He declarcd that the main igsuc of the war at that time was not the
question of victqery or defcat for Gemany. It -lay in whether Europe
and European civilization would sink into chaos, ruin, and Bolshevism,
or whether some sort of order could be restored with the help of
Western Burgpe and the U.S.,A. The question of note was, he said, how
far to thc East this Burope would go, and he went on to emphasize

" that point. SCHMIDT suggested an immediate rapprochament between

Germany and the United States and Great Britain to combat the danger
from the Fast. He added that every other question - the future
German fronticrs, the cxtent of the new Poland, the peace conditions,
cte. - were of sccondary importance.

DODGE rcpliod thot he was not a person of any official standing
or diplematic cxpcrience, but that he was a keen advocate of humani ty
and pcacc and would be glad to forward any suggestion Germany might
make as to the common aim of all the pcoples of the world and the ond

-5~
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of the terrible suffering and slaughter. He aslied for information ,
as to the conditions Germany would be preparcd to accept in regard to n
her Westorn frontiers and tho chage of her government into a more
democratic onc.

. Gehcimrat Dr.-HESSE explained that these conditions would, as
Dr. SCHIIDT alrcady said, be of secondary importance, but the Western
. fronticrs of Germeny could be subjcct to-discussion, and the German
CGoverment would riot insist on the &tatus quo bellwm. The Westorn
fronticrs of Germany might be rovised on the basis of ethnographical
realities, but, on the wholc the pre-wor fronticrs.conformed with

- those ethnographlcul historical, and othorwise just solutions,

: SourCe does not remembor who brought the discussion to the

subject of Alsace-Lorraine, but Dr. HESSE added that in his private

- opinion tho pcople of Alsace-Lorraine werc neither .German or French

and would be happy to become a small nation like Switzerland, thereby
‘building a bridge between France and Germany, like Holland and Belgium,

" He said it would be worth while to consider the cstablishment of a strain
of small neutral nations between France and Gemmany, extending from the

" - North Sca to the Swiss border. .

. The main question, HESSE continucd, was the ocxtent of that new - . =~ | !
- Europe to thc East. Therc would be a new balance of power in.Europc -
the Burope proper and the Russian - influenced Europe, whigch in re-
ality would be a stepping. stonc for Communism and Asiatic ideas., As -
long as Germany was victorious, HESSE averrcd, it tried to bring

some sort of order and unity into Europc. This type of unity and

the methods cmployed for its achicvement did not meet the approval

of the United States and Britain, but it stemmed from the fact that

"~ Europe had become too small to be the fighting ground of its nations

- and must be unified, if only for the purc purposé¢ of saving its culture
and precious 01v111zat10n from further destruction. Gemmany had, he
-said, tricd to do that.

Under changed military and political situations, hec proposcd
that the U.S.A. and England be trusted with this task, and Germany
would be preparcd to cooperate in a spirit of common rosponolbllity
As to the intornal question of Germany'!s govermment, Dr, HESSE agrecd
that very important changes vrore due. He said that the present auto-
cratic govermment was more or less a govormment born out of emergency,
first of uniting Germany between 1933 and 1939 and then the eémergency
of the war. Domocratic government would be satisfactory in peace
time and during normnl conditicns, bubt in cmergencies already the old
Romans had resorted to dictatorships. Germany would be prepared to

-6 -



return to democracy after the restoration of peace and nomal con-
ditions, but it would bc a grgat mistake to ask HITL™R to resign,
because he was the only person in Gormauyy to settle the transition from
war to peace, to ncgotiate with the Allices, and to restorc and guarantee-
the conditions of armisitcc and peacc. HESSE concluded, "There simply
is no one olsc with uuthor:.ty in Gemmeny cxcept the Fuehrcr."

DODGE askod whcthor the German Government would be prepared. to

' change tho German Cabinct as cvidonce in Washington and London of o
Gemany's desire for a new policy. The third Forecign Office official
replied in the affirmative. The discussion came, at this point, to
the question of RIBBENTROP. Although the Forcign Office people were
. careful about what they were saying, (lajor DODGE and Source had the.
~ -clear impression that all of tham wrere of the opinion that RIBBENTROP

“had to resign at oncc. From wiat Source hoard many months before in
casual remarks by his chief, Dr, PAEFFGTN, nost important men within
the 8S and othcr powerful Nozi circles were ardently opposed to
RIBBENTROP and hlS foreign policy. DODGE was more or less assured.
‘that RIBBENTROP would be. dropped the first moment any peace settlement
~ was in sight. As to HITLER and the whole Nazi govermment, DODGE and
Source had ‘the impression that the government would resign and open
the gates for gencral cloctions as soon as peace and normal conditions
werc .restored, DODGE repeated that he had no official standing but
would report the gist of these discussions to all the common ‘men and
women in England, Germany, and in other suffering countries as best

as he could. Accordinb to THOST, DODGE added that he was very much:
impressed by what he saw in Borlln the first fow hours when he was
again a free man - the bravery of the wanén during the air raids, the

calmness and paticnce in front of food shops, the polltencss in crowded T
strcets. . . . . . . - ‘

>C. DODGE and, THOST as Companioﬁs

Frou 2 February on Source was DODGE!s constant companlon until ook
the lattor crossed the. Swiss bofder on 25 April 1945, Both lived in :
the SCHELLENBERG apertment, had thoir brealfasts there, but went out
to public rcstaurants for lunch, tea, ond dinncr. Sourec took
DOIGE to cinemas and othor placcs, but their movemonts werc ldmited
by the constant donger of air raids, which were cspecially heavy
during those# days. Thoy also hod tea at Soureels temporary home in
his sister's villa, where he 1ived after being bombed out in November

1943,
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D, The Travels Commence
1. in Dresden

Five days latcer, on 7 Fcbruary, Sourco received orders to take
DIDGE to Dresden and aweit further orders therc, Berlin was being
heavily raided, and ceven watcr was difficult to gets Begause they “had
been told on the sccond of February that the journey to” Sweden would :
start soon and only formalitics were the reason for some days of delay, . ‘ F
this order was disappointing to both of them. On the cvening of 7 Fe~ '
bruary the. SD Hauptstumfuchrer of VI D3, ZOFLLNFR, appeared and they
went by train to Dresden. Sourcc was slightly reassurcd because the
Hauptsturmfuchrer was onec of thc men who worked in the Swedish de- U
partment of Amt VI. Arriving in Dresden late at night, they werec ~ ' ol
net by SD officers who brought tham into the Hotel Schillet near : :
‘Dresden Altstadt, iain Station. They were well-accommodated and were
* invited to lunch and dinner next day by various police chiefs (SD
Chicef and the Hoshere Police Chief Herr von AIVENSLEBEN),

Source was ordered by Dr. PAFFFGTIN to take carc of all. the money
and food coupons and to be with DODGR when they left the hotel, but
he assurcd Sourcc that he would not be held responsible if DODGE tried
to get out of Germany on his own. DODGE and Source arranged to always .
go out togcther, but if DODGE wanted to go for a short walk alone
Source did not stop him. Sourcc supplicd nim with 20 Marks in small
coins in.casc of nced. Therc vas sone sort of silant agreement bet-
ween thaa that. DODGE would not try further escapes since it supposedly
was the German intcntion to get him home as quickly as possible.

: On the nlght of 13 Fcbruary they went to the Circus Sarasani; as
the last performance was about to start, a heavy air raid by the RAF
- began. They tried to go to their hotel but it was impossible to reach™
the quarter of the Main Station, Altstadt, where the hotel was situ-
ated, Thoy learned from peoplc streaming fron therc that the whole
district was nothing but blazing ruins and therefore recrossed the
Elbe and went to the cmergency hoadquarters of the Police near Weisser
Hirsch, The noxt day thcy learned that all of their luggoge in
‘Hotel Schiller was lost. Von ALVENSLEBEN billcted them in a private
housc in the Weisser Hirsch, vhich had an especially deep air raid
shelter. The day raid by thc Amcricon dir Force they survived in the
decp nountain shelters of ALVFNSLEBEN'!s Policc Headquarters.

2¢ On to Weinar.

On the 17 February, von ALVRNSLRBTN told then that he eould not
take the responsibility of lcaving tham in Dresden any longer as the . ‘
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food and shelter situation became worse and the Russian Amy came S
closer every day. On his own responsibility he arranged to send S i
them to Weimar by bus. Both were disappointed but hoped that fron ‘ ;
Weimar their journey to Sweden would start soon. . Von ALVENSLEBEN f
gave Source 4 letter of introduction and explanation for the Police
Chief of Weimar, and they were crowded into an 8S bus bound for that
city. In the bus were two daughters of the main Police Chief of

. Ghuringia, Erbprinz. von WALDECK-FYRMONT; they wore asked to explain

to their father the situation regarding DOIZGE and Source and to ask T
their father for all necessary help. ' ‘

THOST and DODGE arrived in Weimar early the morning of 18 Febru-

" ary and were billeted at. the Hotel Elephant,  Source tried to get

in touéh with Dr, PAEFFGEN, SCHELLENBRRG, and even used personal
links betwecn Prinz WALDEGK and Herr von ALVFNSLEBEN to HIMILER, but
in vain. Telecphone and teclegraph was almost always out of order
because of air raids, the police teletype was overcrowded and could
not be used for thesc very secrct messages, and the radio communica-
tion of the police was only fit for very short messages in which Source
¢ould not oxplain the situation properly. In addition, not cven the
high policec officers know vhore HIMHMLZR actrally was; he secmed to
have been ewrphar and notere in  those late months of the war, In short,
Source could not get any orders rogarding DODGE from PAEFFGEN a.nd.
Ant VI, or via the Pollco Chicfs from HIMMIFR. .

Thc only occurrence between February 18 and April 7 was that SS
Hauptsturmfuchrer ZOELLNER appcared again for one day, bringing them
some money, food coupons, cigarcttes, and cognac, and asking them
to stay in the Hotcl Elcphant until further orders, ZOELLNER stated
that he heard the rumor that HITLER was so inconsed about the British
air reid on Dresden, in which 160,000 people were reportedly killed,
that he deelined to negotiate with Great Britain and refused to lct
Major -DORGE out, The rumor went that HITLER was preparcd to fight
to the last, On thc other hand, SGHELLENBERG, and cspecially .Dr.
PATFFGEN, rcfused to put DODGE- back into a prisoncr-of-war camp be-
cause it would spoil their plans, Amt VI asked Source to stay on
with DOII‘:E until further ordcrs' could be given,

Source did n‘ot tcll DXDGE about the HITLFR and Dresden rumor
and sinply informed him that, to his owm deep regret, thoy must remain
at the hotel in Weimar and that he had done and would continue to do
cverything to get him hone as soon as possible,

Parts of [t VI woere meanwhile transferred from Berlin to ‘a.
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castle about 50 miles south of Weimar, and one day a minor official
from Amt VI came to their hotel. However, he said that he was only
there for a persondl weckend visit, without special news or orders.
Further, Sourcc met SS Sturmbannfuchrer Dr, TOLFF of VI B in the
hotel, but had nothlng officially to do with him or with his depart~
ment,

Their spirit and paticnce were tested severely in those days. » 1
They felt that if DODGE's rclease were to be of any use for an early ' ' -
peace every day was precious, and thoy were wasting their time by ?
 just cating,- sleeplng, and talking day and night, very often inter-
rupted by Allied air raids during which they had to take shelter in
the deep tunncls underncath the Weimar Park. The spirit of the Veimar
~ peoplc became more hostile towards the Anglo Saxons with, the effect -
that the two were arrested one dey for a couple of minutes because
they talked English in the shelter during an air raid. A telephone
call to the police chief, however, corrected the matter again,

3. Discussions in Weimar

Both discussed the war situation daily. Source asked DODGE not
to take the anti-Russian outbursts of the Foreign Office pcople too
seriously. (DODGE had traveled in Russia and was once imprisoned in
1922 in Tiflis by the GPU.) Sourcc pointed out that it would only
‘be fair of the democratic Westorn powers to forgive Germany for her
dictatorghip if those powers were prepared to forget the dictatorial
past of Russia. According to Source, DODGE replicd that in his oplnlon
thc war was drlftlng morc and more 1nto some sort of civil VAT .

®Whe strife had to be stopped,* he said, HAlready the war bet-
~ween Gormany, Britain and the U,S.A. is,!" DODGE continued, "some sort
of civil war because America's population consisted mainly of sons:
and daughters of British and German descendants, America could not
exist without that British and Geman Blood, and Burope could not-
"exist without the British and German races being united, It is a
matter of lifc and death for all of us to unitc and bring this scnsc- :
less. slaughter to an ond." (Note: These quotations arc given by
" Source, and their authencitiy can not be checked).

Source learned from DODGE that in his opinion there is righﬁ and .
wrong vith all nations and political partics, and that thec curse is TN
caused by politieians whe alwayrs cwverde thcir jobs, nob nnuv1ng the
~ limits to which thoy can procced. Source credits DODGE as saying that
a little bit of National Socialism was all right for the Germany of .
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1933, but HITLFR pumped a hundred times more Nazism into Germany's
body than it and the world could stand for. 'DODGE pointed cspecially -
to the Jewish question. He could understand, he said, German reac-
tion when there was a big immigration of Fastcrn Jews into Germany
just after the first World War; but he could not understand the
wholesale slaughter and destruction of thousands of Jaws, regardless
- whether they weore of the Polish-Russian type or Jews vhose families
lived in Germany alrcady for generdtions, :

THOST replicd that although he had heard rumors. about mass
exccutions of Jews in Poland, hc was convinced that most of these
rumors werc either boasts of perverted men and women, or enemy

" . propaganda like that of German atrocity stories of Lord NORTHCLIFFE

during 191l to 1918. However, he was beginning to doubt whether every-
thing said about SS atrocities was merc rumor and propaganda, He
had scen fauthausen for four or five days. -

_ Thesc thoughts and nutual exchanges of opinion oocurcd during the
many days of waiting in Yeimar. What Source supplies above arc extracts:
of those frequent conversations. In the months of being closely to-
gether DODGE and Source became close personal friends.

ls The Trovels Resume, S

At the beginning of April the American Amy was approaching

. Weimar., In spite of the urgency of the situation Source could get

no reply to all his messages, cither from Amt VI, or from higher
quarters. About 4 April high Party officials began to evacuate the
city. The hotel, formerly overcrowded, began to become quiet and
empty. Scurce Lhougbt of staying in the hotecl with DODGE and waiting
for the Amcricans to come. He did not know what the first American
advance troops would do if they found a British officer in plain - :
clothes waiting for tham with a German of Amt VI. The Chief of Police, -
Prinz von WAIDECK, adviscd him that the best thing to do would be to
stay in Yeimar. Source was of the same opinion, but the Gestapo chicf
finally decided the matter. He put the two men into a private car

on April 7 and dispatched thom to Hof with written orders to’ procced
first to Regensburg and later, as the situation required, to Munlch.

5¢ On_the Vay to Regensburg

From Hof they were to take the train directly to Regensburg and
rcport to the office of the Chicf of Polices However, when they
arrived in Hol itncy found rail twansportation impossible, The next
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morning they boarded.a truck bound for Ulm and hoped to get at least
as far as Bayrcuth. Shortly beforc they arrived the truck broke
down, and DODGE and Source went imto a small villago to spend the
night therc. The next morning they found a car which took them to
‘Bayrcuth and from therc continued to hitch-hike to Regengburg. At
" Kemnath near ‘lciden thoy werc arrcsted by soveral Geman police
officers (in uniforn and in plain clothcs). They had spoken -English -
and werc reported. Source!s papers werc declared forged, and.their
identity was doubted. They were chained to each other, a rope was
tried around THOST's waist, and thc two were led a couple of miles
through astonished rural crowds to the small town of Kemnathy where
they spent three nights and two days in prison without anyone having
interrogated thome On the third day 'a Gestapo officer in plain
clothes arrived, interviewed Source as to the-looks and habits of
several SD officcrs of Amt VI, and finally verified his identity.
.They then continued to Recensburg.

é. From Regonsburg to Bad Toclz

, They werc now in the middle of the disorderly -Gemman rotreat,

and DODGE was fast getting the impression that the final German defeat

was only a fow days away. Therefore, Source a.ttomptcd to get DODGE
out of Germany as.fast as hc could. As they arrived in Regensfurt

.near Regensburg they were stopped by military police saying that
Regensburg was under constant air raids and that they had to report

to a YHocherc Polizel and SS Fuchrer!" who happened to be in Regens-
furt. The radio-officer of this unit was able to communicate with one
of HD{ LER's staff and reccived orders for THOST and DODGE to proceed .
to Hunich and report to the SD Chief, SS Stumbamnfuchrer GLITZ.

ifter spending three days in Rogonsfurt they arrived in Munich on

the morning of 18 April. GLITZ had no orders for Source but advided

‘him to proceed to Bad Toclz, where he would meet his chief, Dr,
PAEFFGEN., After spending the day in Hunich thoy took the traln
(travolllng was only possible in darkness becausc of American fightere
bombers) at night to Bad Toolz and arrived there on the morning of

19 April. ..

In Bad Toclz Source was surprised to meet not only PARFFGEN,
but some othcr people of his department of Amt VI: Obersturmfuchrer
REDMERS, Unterstumfuchrer WHLSTAB, Sturmbannfuchrer BUSSINGTR, and
one or two ledy typists. PAEFTGEN told Source that he was without
any contact to his superiors, except SS Standartenfuchrer Dr. STEDMLE,
who then acted as temporary hcad of Amt VI, with SCHFLLENBFRG abscnt,
STEIMLE had telegraphed instructims to PAEFFGEN for DODGE and Source
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to wait another couple of days in Bad Toclz. Thoy were there from
19 ‘to 23 April, and in the mecantime. communlcatlon between PAEFFGEN and
STEIMLE was also cut off. _

PAEFFGEN and Source decided on their own to let DODGE proceed to
Switzerland, PAEFTGEN gave Source moncy that Ant VI owed him for ex-
penscs. in Weimar and a written "Harschbefchl" (travel order) made. up
for "Dr, THOST and onec man on important secret mission to Bregena", .
On 23 April thcy went with a truck as far as Kempten, During that _ -
journey thcy had the stream of the retreating Germans'came in their o
direction and DODGE and Source could sec more of the hopeless situa-
tion, In Kempten a bus took them to Bregenz the same night, arr1v1ng
on that Lake Constance port in the carly morning.

" This last mission was w1thout knowledge or approval of the head

of fmt VI and/or of KALTENBRUNNER, HIMHLER, or HITLER, but only on

the dec¢ision of Dr, PAEFFGEN and Source. Both, however, decided to use

. the name of HIMMLER as the authority for the “"Marschbefchl" because

the crossing of the Swiss border would othorwise have been impossible.
To Sourcc's knowledge, PAEFFGEN had instructed the SD Chief in Bregensz
to let DODGE cross without difficulties.

7. Over the Border and Into Switzcrland

In Bregenz the chief of the SD seecmed %o have been instructed
(by PAEFFGEN) on the identity of Hajor  DODGE and source. He arranged .
matters with the Gestapo which also acted as the WGrenz Polizeil
(frontier police), and Source was told that DODGE could cross into
Switzerland as soon as hc wished.

On the cvening of 25 April DODGE and Source took a local train
(after a further dir raid by flghtcr-bonbers in the vieinity) to
Hocchst ncar Bregenz., They walked to the border, and DODGE was taken .
across to Switzerland by one of the policemen, He crossed the border
without any identity papers, passports, and the like. - He had been
taken prisoner by the Germans without such papers and, to Source's .
knowledge, was never in posscssion of any 1dcnt1ty documents during
the four years of his captivity.

THOST'S ACTIVITIES AFTER LEAVING DODGE

After DODGE crosscd into Switzcerland Source!s mission was at
an cnd, and he was free to go where he wanted. . He proceeded to the
home of some relatives in Reichenau, remained there from 6 to 17 May
and rcported to the Frengh commandant in that area after the arrival of
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French troops. Aifter learning his story, the French sont him to di-
visional Hcadquartcrs in Donaueschingcn, wherc he was arrested on :
25 Yay, _ s

THOST was interrogated by the French soveral timos, shiftcd from
one camp to another, then later turned over to American custody. He
is now being, 1.nVc>stigatqd by War Crimcs Commission. o
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