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== A Conversation with Hessisn Attorney General Fritz Bauer
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" Surmary
The foilowing main puints cmerged in private conversations Junuary .0 with
Hcssian Attorney Oeneral Pritz BAUER (5PD), wihw has been pushing allegations of
complicity 1n Nazi wur crimes against State Sccrctary Dr. GLUMKE, ard who has
_recently visited lsracl on scveral cccaslons in cooncction with the forthcuming
trial of FICHMANN, in whose approhcnaoion by Israeli agents in Argentina last year
he played @ definite though atlll cbscuro rolo, und with whom he talked in Isracl
in early January: : .

1) That Bauer and ho SPD twould continue to the maximum juridically feise
i1dle and politieally profitable point to push rllegatiuns of complicily in Nuzi
war orinoes agninst Giotke;

;') That the lsracli government was guing slowly with the Yichmann trial In
general, und uould go particularly sluwly with dumaging allegations wainst proainctt
West Gormans during the trial, for political und diplomatic reasons which taucr hin
gelf acceptod us fully valid;

5) That Eicbhmann had revelations to makc which could be com¢ihat demaging
to Globke, though it was doubtful that he wuld in fact make them;

4) Tnat it was cven more doubtful that Fichmann would make sipnificant . L
revelations zgajnst others in Lonn, though this was not knowm in Sonn, where
uncusiness precvailed;
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'5)' ‘m Elchmann's dofonso attorney SERVATIUS was playing an uncertain
rvle, possibly a8 ugent of the Dunn government but pou.lb.ly using his lmowlodge
px-wxu t.o uegrandi:o vr enrich himsolf}

' 6) That he, Bauo:-. would continue to the bhitter end tuv fight reuunuu,
velupa of Nuzlsm in Wost Gormany, and particularly anyone belisved ournected
with Nnz{ «or orimos =~ and that in all this he had the full und loyal aupport
of Besoian M.nister President ZINN and the backing of the 8PD.

nﬁ the cawcruuou Bauer ulso revealed that ho lnd exaot und undoubb»
able informatilon that, as of Deccmbor 1959, Martin DORMANN was still alive. Hc
{ndiecated that this inforwmation had com:s from Eichmann, but he would not eluesd..co

further, nor roveal anything about !!omunn" all.cned location.

The rvporting officer on J:nuary X had a lanztby private dinner conversa-
tion with the Hosolan Attorney General, Dr. Fritz Bauer (SPD). In additlon to the
prominence the latter hag achieved through his rolentless ferreting=out, investiga-
tion and prusecution of Nazi war criminals still at large in Gormany (the most -
rocent case being that of Nichard DAER, last Auschwitz Camp Commander, see
ConGen's D=9, January 13, 1961), Bauer has now become. probably tho most cuntro-
versial pollitical personality in Hessen, as well as tuaken an enviably prominent
spot on the Gerwan national political stags, because of hls curmt controversial
‘Judicial action against State Socretary QGlobke.

In .an official ocmsunication which he addressed over the Hessian Justice
Ministry in Wiesbaden to the Federal Ministry of Justice in Bunn, Bauer Jeclared he
wns formally upening investigation of the role Globke had ullegedly played in con=
nection with the deportation to extermination conters during World Wur 11 of sooe
20,000 Jews from Northern Oreece. These charges of serious wrong=-duings against
Globke had come to Bauer's attention through the te of a former Wchrmacht -
Administrator in cocupied Northorn Greeco, MERIEN, in the case Bauer was prosecul~
ing against fomrm&omcoummm »

. Baer's imputations against Globke neportedl.v pnwoked the fury of the )
Chancellor «nd teok co & scnsational charscter in Hossen when the CDU Llond Chairman,
Dr. Wilhelm PAY, presusably on orders of the Federal CIU, atarted to attack Dauer in .
viclent public statements designed to place in quostion Bauer's probity and competence
in his funotion. Fay alleged that Bauer had woved improporly, in a t‘ield in which he
had doubtml Jurisdiction, and solely for poliucal motive. ’

1/ Merten, a Berlin lawyer and former (during World War 1I) Wehrmacht administrator
in occupied Northern Greece, went through a celebrated trial in Oreece some years &go
which led to his convictlion, imprisonment and early pardon. He 1s now undergoing pro-
trial inveatigation in West Berlin under jJudicial action initiated ogainst him by tho
Federal Republic on charges identical to those originally made by the Greek govermment.
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' Pritz Bauer, who opent most of the Third Huioh yoars in exile in Coponhagen,
. vho wao und romains anti-~Nuzi to e curo, und who 1s one of the fow prominent
‘Fadoral. officials in West Gormany who {s partly, if not vholly, of Juwish origin,
played a etill somawhat obsoure role in cunnaotion with’ upprehonsion of Adulf .
" Elchmonn Ly the lsrsalis in Argontina yooe months agu. &/ Sinoo the arrival uf
- Eichmann in Iorael, Bauer has boen traveling back and forth to Tel Aviv, and is
porhaps one .oi’ the must knowledgeablo personalitius on the Efchmann oase outside
.1sraol. : e o o
" . Bauer mado no bones of he fact that his accusaticns against Glolke wero, s
uuspected by the press, in fact connooted with the Eichmann trial. He indicated that
. Elohmann was :n o position to corroborate statemants mede by Merten to the effect
that Globke had indeod played a rule in the prucess ultimately leading to the deporv.
. ation and oxtormination of the Oreck Juws.  According to Buuer, Eichmann could core
roborate Morten's allegation that he, Merten, had visited Eichmann in the latter's
office in the Jowish Affairs Department of the &3 in Berlin in 1943 to secure
Ejchmann's support of a scheme to doliver the Juws of Northern (reece to ships of
tho Red Cross in Salonika harbor in exchange for Red Cross medicines and supplies.

" Tho "doal" had apparently been enginecred by the former League of Nations
‘representative in Dunzig, BURCKHARDT, from his office in the Geneva Hoadquarters of
the Red Crons, Eifchmann had at first charaoterized the scheme as ridiculous, but

. had ultimately been persuaded by Merten ~- according to tho latter -- and had -

 finally, in Merten's presence, called Giobke o, the phoné in the Jowish Department
of the Interior Ministry, to obtain the latter's cancurrence. Globke had reportodly

. immediately turned down tbe suggestion, tartly asking Eichmann to keep in line with
standing orders for ths “final solution® of the Jewish problem. Koportedly, sccord=
ing to Merten (via Bauer), Eichmann had turned to Merten after this conversation
and characterized Globke and the others in the Iaterior Miniatry as “the real

Schweinhunde behind the °final solution.'® :

" wWhile Bauer scemod certain that Eichmann could corrobarate this vorsiom of
events at his trial, be promptly went on to indicate his fealing that Globke could
bave legitimataly thought of Eichmann's call as a trap on the part of the 8S, and
would have had every good reason ~- as a surrectly bebaved high-ranking German
official -- to turn down Eichmann's suggestion. Accordingly, Huvor folt that Glolke
had a good ready defense, and really did not have very mxh to worry about, but the

</ This ConGen on February 26, 1960, addressed a letter to the Officc of the
" ‘Assistant Lagal Adviser, EUR, transaitting the substance of an informal query made
a few days earlier by Bauer to the reporting officer, as to the capability and wille
ingness of the United States to proffer diplomatic help to its friends (in this casc
. Weat Germany) in seouring the oxtradition of proven former Nazi war oriminala from
‘unapecified third coumtries. Since Bauer's query had been couched in very gencral
terms, it paturally hed to reoain unanswered. As the reporting officer became aware
_ some time after the apprehwnsion of Efochoann last year, and as Hauer has pow admitted
" to him, Bauer had known about this forthooming event and bad addressed his query with

Eicbmenn in mind. . .
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point wags that thls vas preoiaol.y what Bonn’ und Olobke did not know. nor did meg
-mmcommmmmmmemw "ugainst then” ut the trial.

- In fnot, howsver, there was little reasun for anyone in Duan to "lay awako
nights” worrying about the Kichmann trisl, us the press wau speculating. No one in
the laraell government, icast of all EFN GUIION himsolf, Louer wont un, wanted to
complicate ur in any wey cxacerbate Guruane~lsraeli relations. Those were, on tho
whole, viewed us developing favorably by the lsraelis. No one in Isracl wantod to
place in jeopardy the gratefully acknuwlodged reparations payment of the German
govornment, nor the pussibility of further improving relations in the future.
{Buuer did hint, however, that this might not necessarily disber larsel from oon-
tomplating use of the Eichmann trial as v sort of lover with which to excrcise a
given amount of pressure on lkan, were mh muure to Lecoms uqu.lrod on unspeci=

fied future occasions.}

Banerd.ldnotﬂnnkﬂ.mt Iaraalwou.ldbe Manysortotuhurn with the
xiohun trial, oo the contrarys nor did he think the trial would be particularly
noauuoml He seemed to feel all parties involved would "behave wisely” ond that
Ben Gurion's main aim would be to secure “historical light" for internal educutional -
purposes within Israel. ("Ben Ourion thinks the new genoration in lsracl 18 as
unbelieving of Jewish passivity in the face ot mass murder as the new gensration in
Qormany is unbouevxns of masg Oeman cuilt,” Buuor oaid.) ]

Dauer indicated that he was undortain as to the truo role belngph.yedintha
case by Cologne attorney Robert Servatius, who has undertaken Kichmann's defensc.
Without saying so directly, Bauer hinted some fesling on his part that Servatius
night be in the ewploy of the Borm govermment, to keep the latter closely informed
on the trial and to ensure the silonce of Eichmann on & mumber of matters that might
prove embarrassing to Bonn. On tho other hand, Bauer also speculated «n the possibilivy
Servatius was in the case purol.v forhisounpomwaladvantagemdni@t cven be :
“holding up Bonn or the luraslis” (presumbly for my).

Bauer made clear throughout the conversation his animosity toward Globke, and
said that it was in effect a dirty shame that Globke continmued to hold on to his koy
Job as principel adviser to the Chancellur. A man who had, by his own admission,

written the commentaries on the Nuremborg T decrees, who had been responsible
for the infamy of tha "Jowish first names" and who had, from the beginning of the
Third Reich to the very bitter end, rcmained in the very office which «= of all
things == had had charge of Jewish Affairs in. the Reich Ministry of Interior, should
not, as & simple matter of principle and justice, occupy a position such as Globko
had held in Boon since 1949 - even if he had, as Globke alleged, helped some Jews.
On this queation, Bauer's conscience would give him no rest. It was simply happy

2/ A Thirde-Reich decree under which all Jews vere to adopt Jewish or Hebraic firat
or second names. .
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'oomiduuco t.!u.t. !ul convioucm mun. uprd tallied wtt.hthouorhuwts.
ummthominlpouumtoblptbntmntthuoymlotmm
" propaganda. He would acoept even the devil as an ally in this cause. (An

"~ obvious referencs to the dooumentary holp buuer has recently obuimd from the -
8monoln mndtnsthohnlommimtmom.) :

) Durlns ﬁn ca:nruum. Bm ch-dr-up oo-plotol,y ou qm-uom nm
the method of Eichmam's apprehenaion and his part in 1t (wmd admitting the = -
" lattar), xhich he called "irrelevant historical questions.™ Utherwise be was
_extremely cooperative «nd it was clear to the reporting officer that, besides

" getting along harmonicusly with the latter (the dinner .lasted nearly four bours),

. Bauwer seamsd very desirous to take an American official into his confidence. fHo

" requested that his statements be kept in oconfidence, m ho nltunny upeoted
thu to be t.mulnthd "n suu Department chammels.”

The reporting ufficor suspects, though ho can in no way document hiu

suppoaition, that Bausr may well be aconneoted in some high=-ranking capasity with .
the lsraeli Intolligomnce Service in West aonany.
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