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Germany (Amarican Zons) :
Opinions Expressed by Guderian
Germany, Munich
4 Spetember 1950 a2

The following views were expressed by ex-Generai Heinz Guderian in a conversation
with a reliable American source,

1.As a military man, Guderisn is occupied with trying to determins how the defense
of the West can be made possible in its present shattered state, Like most of the
former German generals, hs rejects the concept of narrow German nationalism, and
regards a Franco«German rapprochoment as the first mm? prerequisite, whthout which
no defense ie possitble, eton with unlimited American backing, He believes in
Gorman participation in WesteBuropesn defense plans, btut only on terms of full
eqm”.t{* in this view also, he 1a completely in accord with hig collsagues. He
thinks thet reififorcems nt of the American troops in Europa would have an enormous
beneficial effect on German morale, even though he admits at the sams time that

an adddtionsl division or two would pot materially alter the present situation

from a purely military point of view, and though he believes that the avorage
Gorman is also able to recognize this fact. (He pointed out that the Constabularyts
armorad scout cars are not calculated taex  impress a German who hes stood face

to face with a T-34 tank,) )

2, Gudarddn statss flatly that as matters how stand Germans could not and would

not resist a Soviet invasion, and should not be expected to do so, He is partiee
ularly impressed by the logic and applicalility of the quostion aseribed to Stalin,
“Bow many divisions does the Pope have?" and emphasiges that dthe numbsr of divisions
(or the number of combat troope actually available) is the only considerstion

which will carry swimiboomyooeik  any weight, In this connection, hs is deeply
concerned by the extent of American commdtment in Karea, which he sees as a danger
to Burope, Incidentally, be thinks that the number of divisions in the United
Statas Army, in proportion to the number of msn under arms, is Yshockingly" low

and represents an uneconomical disposition of manpower,

(/ 3w Goneral Guderian has much respect for the Russian soldier and also for Russian
" #litary leadership, and rejects the commonly held belief that Ruselan staff work

1s ted and that Sotlet strength is based solely on msses of not very mobile units,
He remarked that during the war he sgdd his staff habitually tried to calculate
what tactics on the part of the Russiane would causs the most trouble to the
Germans, and they found that precisely those tactics wors always adopted by the
Russians, Furthermore, he mentionsd that the Germans considered tho Russiang!
fogt of bringing the Siberian divisions from the east to Moscow in less than two
weoke to have besen little short of a miracle,

_ 4o If, in his published statements mx and books, he puts stiess on cond derations
of morale, ideologlcal preparation, economic rehabilitation, ete,, Guderian says
this is chiefly lip sorvico which he feels compelled to pay in publie, Thoge
matters are of course important In their way and mmst not be ignored; but in his
opinion the divisions always ocome first, .
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