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OT long ugo one of the suave

young men around Chancellor

Adenauer remarked that General
Guderian, the author of “Panzer Load-
er,” should be put in jail. He had nut
read the book. His remark reflected
both the propensity of the G for
putting people in jail without due proc-
e of law and the distaste felt for boih
Guderian and his book by the present
regime in Germany.

There ure two teasons for it. The
first is that Guderian, the Isst Chicf
of the Army General Staff under Hit-
ler, has offended tbe whole community
of German interest whose center. al-
most ita reason for being, is the plot,
which failed, to assassinate Hitler. The
second reasor is that Guderisn— who
by any standards, was one of the lead-
ing German commanders of World War
15 and who, moreover, was & mililary
\nnavator af the first rank in the ficll
of armored warfare—is unsympathetic
tu the strategic and organizational ron-
vepts of the, to him, relatively Sunior
Renerals who have been entrusted w:h
the  formation of the Army of the
Fuurth Reich. :

“Panzer Leader".comprises a number
of books. There is the story, well told.
of Guderian’s long struggle in the (ace
of wpposilion by infantry and cmvalry
Kenerals to build the panzer forces
Wwhich swept east and west out of Ger-
many from 1939 to 1942, There s n
detailed account of the operations of
those forces and indeed of the whole
German Army in the grest camp:gns
in Poland, France and the Low Coun-
tries and the Soviet Union. And there
are Guderian'y views on Hitler and his

government, the plot and the leading
peesunalities of tne Third Reich,

SBI'AI(ATELY euch Section s of nb-
Sorbing interest, though the reader may
find it difficult to move from the -
tails of battles to the feverish insanity
nf Hitler's court. Ang Gudenian's views
on Hitler and the other Nazi leades:
seem to have becn added as an after

thought. Neverthelnss, the ook telly us
A great deal. It is far better than any-
thing yet wrilten by i Cerman gonrval
Perhaps becauvse Guiderian was a thgh.
ranking gencril, o Man who knew wha.
s Roing on At the battlefickls v b

fope 0o man of nnted political von pre-
hensiun bul seep Lietical b, n
sght There as no Sobwerer amt betler
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SECTION 7

THE ARMORED GOLIATH THAT

FAILED

German story of how and why the
Wehrmacht failed in Russia in 194}
than this,

|till, Guderian, like de Gsulle, an-
sther developer of the armored force.
has a penchant for political pronounce-
nents and it 1 these LEAL have offend-
«d his countrymen, What he says abuut
the plot is interesting, even refreshing.
although unsloubtedly offending Lo mor-
nligts.

Noting that he refuses to “accept
nmrder in Auy form.” Guerian assetis
‘hag he cannot approve of the assassi-

nation attempt. He then makes a num-
ber of biting criticisms of the plot: the

_ conspirators were careless: once the
bomb had exploded, Graf Stauffenberg,
the would-be assassin, acted with
“more than foolhardiness”: finally, the
plot came too late,

The scorn in these sentences has of-
‘ended many Germans: “® * ¢ A very
great deal has been spoken and written
about resistance to the Hitler regime.
But of those men whn are still ative,
the speuakers and the writers, who had
access to Hitler, which of them did. in
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fact, vven unce, offer any resistance tn
his will 7"

And later Gudenan says: "Any man
who was quite sure tnat Hitler's policy
was bound to lead to war, that war
must be prevented and that a war
would nevitably bring our nation to
lisaster, su. ™ a map was duty bound
to seck and fuw. nccasions, before the
war had started, to say so without an-
higuity both to Hitler and to the Ger-
man people; if he could not do this (rom
inside Germany ‘hen he should have
Avne sn from abroad. Did the responas-
hle men at the time in fact do this?"

THESE questions underhine another
juestion that is sure to naunt the Ger-
menx for years. It is simply: If Hitler
was =0 evi} and 50 bad, why was there
ne. oulcry against him when Germany
wus winning? Germans invariably re-
tort that this is an oversimplification.
But great evil and great tyranny arr
simple.

“Panzer Leader” emphatically was
not written to curry favor with the
United States. Nor does Guderian at-
temdl to place AN tha hlame for Aufuat
on Bitler. Keitel, Jodl and other gen-
wrals contributed. And if there is little
tensure of his own operations- well.
Gudeniain's campaigns have 88 good a
chance of standing the test of Lime as
those ol any other German generai.

Guderian, like many other Germnan
commanders at the top level, admired
Rommul as « man and as a ficld com-
mander, but cvidently he does not con-
sider the desert general a® one of the
great military cornmanders of hislory.
Rommel was, Guderian Wwriles, “wn
apen, upright man and 8 hiave soldier.”
He hud “encrgy snd subtlety ol uppre.
ciation * * * great understanding of s
mer and, in fact. thoroughily deserved
the reputation he had won for himself ~

However, when Rommel and Guderi-
an worked together preparing defenses
anil tactics agRinst the nnding of the
Alhed expeditionary force in France
(Guderian found the desert general
“highly temperamental” and unuble to
understind the need for “mobile re.
serves.”

’GUDP,RL\N Jues not adopt the view
that political (-ons:dcrmmns—-s\gn:h as
the retention nf weat-front reserves for
nse in a nationul emergency in Ger-
many 10 event of Hitler's assaggination

influencey Rommel's “overdue and
piecemenl” commitment of reserves in
Normandy He says the question s an
wpen one. Grealer praise is uccurded
Freld Marsia) Manstein, at pressnt o
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Bonn Government, are men-
uoned only in passing by Gw-
derian. And if he is critical of
many generais his prais- for
batallion, regimental and cuni-
pany commanders who caught
his eye is unstinted.

MERICAN readers will be
surprised at the emphaxis which
Guderian places on the war in
the east, This is natural, be-
vause for the German soldier
thy war with Russia wes the
war. The Mediterranean, even to
some extent the Normandy
tront until the Allied break-
through, were sideshows, They
knew they had to conguer
Russia or fall. .

Guderian's accounts of three
great military operstions, the
break-through into France in
1940, the first assault om the
Saviet Union in 1941 and the
long retrest from Russia in
1943-45, "are classics of their
kind. No other memoirs give
£0 complete an account of these

rations, and the military de-
+ail ts touched by sharp descrip-
tion of the fighting and vivid
glimpses of the vague distorted
haif-lie of men at war. °

Gudverian’s military master-
pieces were the bresk-through
at Sedan in May, 1940, and the
subscquent drive to the Channel

" coast ang the offensive on Mos-

eowv through Orel, which he led.
Much has now been written
about the drive through Sedan:
French and British generals and
historians have added their re-
tlections, yet Guderian's luster
is undimmed.

Pursmng his favorite tactic
of “'boot them, don't spatter
them,” Guderisn took Sedan
with the First and Tenth Panzer
Divisions and then forced the
croasing of the Meuse on May
18. Those who, with Tolstoy, hold
that once a battle has begun
genersls surrender contro! may
be confounded by Guderian’s ac-
count  For this was personal
leadership of a king the West
did not sec again until Patton
swept scross Frince four years
iater. Guderian's recurd {and, it
should be said, other records)
whows a restless driving coin-
mander, confident that his theo-
res of wrmored warfare would
be hurnie out if anly drive could
be maintained.

HEN n commund of the
Nineteenth Corps ander von
Kiest,  Gudenian threw  the
French back avross the nver
amit then direcie) a series of
smashing  altucks  which  not

anly  broke Freneh resistanct,
with the Betp o the Luftwafle,
Bt psnke o vomiplete break-
Sarengh and epened the redids to
Cow Channed,

The corps commander was M-

tinus with Any general. no mal-
tel bow superior, whn twk(d for
Badt, amd phieiees liKe

“hrough his deseoption ol his
bnttles

Catbersin, 0 seeigs . roalizes)
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sooner than other generals the
true weakness of the French
Army and he was swifter to ex-
ploit it; greatly daring, he was
greatly rewsrded.

Guderian himself emergey
from the book a little more than
life size. That he was brav. we
know. That he was skilltul as
an organizer and a tactician
part of the military history of
the last fifteen yeurs. He obvi-
ously hag a streak of deep com-
bativeness which kept him plin-
ning and organizing after many
others had lost heart.

HE reports his quarrels with
Hitler over military matters. He
won only minor victorlies in
these battles. Like other men
more astute politically, he was

by that d iac en-
ergy and spate of words. Hitler,
he remarks, could not under-
stand Cetmany’'s limitations
and once the armies had been
checked outside Moscow
“plunged into the unlimited” in-
stead of choosing more modest
objectives or breaking off the
battle.

The writing is crisp, at times
very personal. and has a curtous-
ly old-fashioned quality. Some
of the details of how the Ger-
man armored forceé was organ-
ized may bore the average read-
er, and Guderian perhaps lators
Hitler's military ineffectiveness
in his laat years., But through-
out the battle ycenes there is an
authentic touch. The descrip-
tion of the fighting in Russia as
winter came in 1941 i3 told in
brief, sharp usentences which
give a strong ,ucture of 4 great
military machine slwly running
down in the face of bitter re-
sistance and bitter cold,
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