. -
B T vy

W

e T s

. R 51"'..'11)! Infermation ' Deg £547.
) T _eIoranaumt « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
L . Y ' *
* Chief, Staf C, FI ST DATE 24 April 1953
Attn: [ o } . .

_«0oM 1 Chiel, Contact Division
]

sunjecT: Interview with Alfred BERZINS -~ Information Received by
- Latvian COnsulta ive Panel (Latv-an Freedom Committee of
. NC®i)
delerence: Our menorandum dated 30 January 195 subjects Alle"ed
Pamifan_Activ;ty'in_tme Baltic states _bcg‘-%'l‘is‘

1. In response o interest expressed orally. by

E;;_ | q_;‘_mn_gﬁr;g,e, this divislon undertook to .

ceermine whether the information contained in referenced
memorancum had any basis in Tact. Attacied hereto is the
report ol an interview which a representative of {his
divlision had with Hr, Alfred Berzing, lormer i inis\.er, .
of iInformation in Latvia. You will note that iir. Berzins!
information contradicts the iniormation Ifurnisihed by the
source of referenced memorandun.

2. . It is requested that the fact that jir. Berzins
is a contact of this division not be divulged ou'tside
of nis A,:,ency. .

.

_ . 3. A copy of this memorandum is bein;_, transmitted
. . to Cover Division, PFI, and Intelligence Audit Branch, FI.

. 'y, Any 1nqu_;.ry concernins~ this memorandum should
be directed to (—_ 1 -extension 2775.° :
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‘or any other orgaaization or group exists in Westera Europe whick .

‘outfit. This rival Lotvian- "ABN".is headed by JuliusTBrac; who vas.

Enclosure A

“center of Free Partisans” in Burope

1. Alfred Lvring vos Tormerly Minister of Infomation
in Intvia. - Subsenuently, he spent some b in o German concentra=
tion camp with Yaroslav Gtotske, head of tho aati-Dolshaviat Bloc
of Nations (km() and became a lcading member of ASil For the past
two years ) :zins has not been active with ADN; insteed, Yie hos
worked for the Iftvian Consultative Panel--recently named, \Latvian -
Freedom Comilttee--of the National Committee for a Free Europe (ICFE).

2. Berzins does not believe that a “Center of Free Partisans”
systematically gathers Zirsthand infoimation on conditisas in the
Baltic states end Poland. Ee flatly asserts that the Latvien Freedom
Comnittee does not receive paterial of this sort from such a center
or from any other source.

3. In 1946-47, a Latvion contact group was active in Sweden
vhich managed to obtain data on conditions in Latvia through con-
trolled sources. The last person working with this group arrived
in Sweden from latvia in 1948. Since then, Baltic nationsls in
Sweden devoting themselves to gathering information on conditions
in their home countries--both those organized privetely end others '
in contact with Swedish Intelligence--have been limited to radio
ponitoring, interviéws of escapees (e.g. some recently escaped fisher-
men), study of Soviet newspapers and magazines. Although Sweden is
an excellent location for such efforts, it no longer affords a base
for active :Lntelligeuce operations directed against the Baltic sta.tes.

TR YO Untﬂ. approximately December 1952, a small newspaper, H

tvie, was published near Munich with modest contributions (I 3,000 i
to 3,500 monthly) from Redio Free Europe. This peper collected some . . .
inforcation on Latvia by interviewing escaped Cermans. It ams been. 0
defunct since Radio Free Burcpe withdrew its f:l.nanc:lal support. :

Se ABY in Munich misht be described as e "Centez- of Free
Partisans” by a person not very familier with the emigre nicture.
It does, in fact, claim to meintain contact with Galicia (the former
Polish Ukraine), but has never pretended to have’ access to, information
on the Baltic sta.tes and Poland. . L

6.. _Formpr members of ““Chundercross" (translatea from I.a.tvian) ;.
an extreme rightist Latvian-group, have built up an organization which
calls itself "ABN", but- vhich is in no.way connected with Stetsko's

2 contact man for | the Nazi:SD' (Security Service) in Riga. end who"'nov 3
Ketiaily,;
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. 1ives % Camp stoecken:near Hanovers, .
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. Enclosure A - 2 .
Brac's group occasionally receives a letter from Lat - : vid Bbrlin,
't but news from behind the Iron Cwrtain allegedly gathornd by it are
fabricated. ‘The purpose of this activity is primarily to obtain
‘funds from US sources, and some members of the Brec Croup are known - .
to have been in touch with tha Counter-Intelligence Corps, U.S. Army, - S

T~ Je.. \One-of the best informcd latvians in Gerrany now is o - -
i | (MaJorWil4s asners, vho. Feaides of Augustdorf neer Detmold (British o
N | ~zeEs + W6 I3 & Ieader. of Dqjgavas'Yapagt (Latvian Combatents Organ. - - = -
{ ization) in which many security guarc ;

' ' ; used:by the U8, and British S
* .Jocufiation Forces :in. Germony are:orgamfzed. - Plans are currently - _ ST
-undervay. to: bring Major Hasners.to -the U.S. under the suspices of = - =~ . -
NCFE ohd .to. yeturn him to ‘Burope. after & period of briefing-on the -~
.'policies of NCFE.'.Major Haoners would be .one of those rersons most -
g ...21kely to be in-contact with a free partisan center in Western Europe,

. if such a center actually existed. Berzins feels certain, however,
\ {1 { that.Major-Hasners would corrcborate his own statements on that’
subject. - . Ca o
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