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%HO IS IN POWER IN LATVIA? DATE 2004 12005

Introductiocn. ) N
Twonty years age the Soviet Unlon occupied Latvia, carried out there

who

-,.\

acts o;.violence perpetrated on Jine 17, July L4 and 15th and August-
6th,1940. created the so-callsd Latvian Soviet. Socialiatic Repub)ic

;ﬁmock—electLons and then 1ncorporu'ad it into the Sowviet Union, These

whoge constitution in -ark, 3 says as follows:" All power in uaﬁviau
S.S.R. belongs, te tha urban and rural working people vested in the body
of the Soviets of deputies of the wcrking people." while reading this
article one could qome to the coﬁvlusion'fhat the entire power in lLate

via belongs to the @aﬂting people themselvea though finder the leader-.

o ahip of'%he Coaraaisu uar*j. The truth, however, is quite different:

all power in the ooviet Union, 1.e. aleo the Latvian 5 S.RHe belonge
to nobodv elege but the Saviet Union's Communist party, in other'words

- to‘the "Fremlin aiotator end the so-called Latvian Comrunist p&rt; is

only executing the orders ~coming from Moscow. in all branches of
administration. There could be no talk aboutlan indppondent policy in
Latvia, even this applies to the most insignificent objections againsf

the general line set by Moscow - p§f1é in economic, cultural or some o
other direction.'No objections have ever been tolerated bylmoscow,
This wes best demonstrated ‘bace more by the events that took place in i
Latvia in 1959/60 when there were liquidated the defenders of the lo-.
cal interests - Communiste of Latvian origin, and all power transferrs
ed again to- Kremlin and Kremlin elone,-to the obedient and loyal

' servants ° who garry out the orders without any hesitation. 'Tue "sov-

ereifin" Iatvian people / as defined by the above-mentioned,art.B. of

" the "oonatitutibn"/ have been pressed today on their knees, Lavfia
‘Hersel! hes been trensférmed into & Russian province and object of
‘colonial éﬁploitg@lon. overcrowded with Russian officials. Our d°“nt?I=




. e
is Leing intensively r ssianized and her school system <dellberately
sdooates ohildren and youths in the spirit of the Sovi.t Union's
Communiat party - " in loyslty end brotvherhood with the great Russian
naticn ~the liberator from the bourgeois nationalistic yoke". '
This cousipe didnted bg_%oscow tc Latvia as well as other Soviet

republics, is 3K§p$mhy the U.u.b.R. Communist pavty and local parties'

fully under the control of the former, loca¥governmente and adm;nistra

tive OTgenE.,

Latvian Communist Farty.
There had been only 230 members in the Letvien Comaunist party in

1940 when the Soviet Union occupied Latvia, ;od«,, twenty years later,
its momoership has 1ncyeased and has attained: 65 947 / Ciga [Nx.4l,
1960/. tronz then there are 45,322 Russians and only 20,625 Latvians.
Thus only >.15% frow the total populatioo of Iatvia / 2,093,000/ or
1m6%'from the Latvian population of the country /1,298,000/ belong to
* the Communist psrty. These figures are very significant and charaote-
rize themeelves what percentage of population belongs to the ruling |
and ~omnipotont " higher class",
~ The number of the Comrunist party memoers had been incressing all
":thess years and was 4500 persons in 1959, alone. But during the aame
Iyears there were admitted to the party 8311 members and 9695 caudida—i
tes, While making a comparison beween the numerical strength of the
perty and the increase, one must come to the conclusion that the pur-
ges did graoely affect Latvian communists - it iqﬁgbvious that some
5811 perscus  nave been ozpelleg from the purty o; that they have‘sinuﬁ
- ly " disappeared™! v | o
The report of the mandate commissidn of the XVII Party Congressﬁ E

gives ue a rather significant survey on the membership of the Latvi-
an Communist party and its distributipn‘ / _Egg fo.41, 1960/. The con
gress took plade in Riga, February 16th and 17th and was attendod by :
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494 voting delegates. Among them thers ware 248 Latvians, 2({ Rassi-
ans un 46 belonging to other paticnslities, GHo, one half of the dele-
gates to the Latvian Communist party convention are not Latvians at
all, 48 a mafter of fact these figures aré eomehow lasger sincg among
the Latvian lagt names were figur&ng auch "ILetvian" first names as
Ivan. Grigorid, igur, sergel, Fiodor Visdimir, Boris, Nikita, etc.,
‘which mekes us. +o belisve that these delagates are offgprings born
to Latviana in hussia and therefore ‘these persans havé ORly & Latv;an
last name; and nothing olse. _

Riga ualone gave 254 delegatea to the eaid congress, other cities
geve 145 aad only 195 delegates cape from the rursal d‘stricts. Anmong
the delegateu *here were ! 104 workers. 79 kolkhoznike agd_gqopleiworkb

"4ng in sovkho;gs, 95 party workers, 51 Soviet workers, 3 ecientirid.
cultural and artAworkera, 4] leadinyg workere of industry and transport
and 103 persons telonzing to army and security personnel. The seid
figures induce us to suppose that there were but 183 o " genuine people':s
representatives . However. most of the deputies belong to the recently
created Comuunist ar*stocracy, ant one fifth of them belonging to mi-
litary or seeurity pOlica pereonnel. Are th°s= people the'real repres
aentativos".of the Latvxan people 7 Though it should be noted that g‘*
one should not payitoo much attention to the composition of the cong-
ress’ deiagatea or to the decisions adopted there or to the speeches
delivered on this occasion begause the delsgates convens only once a
year and therefore such variegated composition of membership could
hardly be able te¢ do a practical work. The majority of the delegates
wre simple "work herves" / there were among the delegates 78 women,

or 15.7% from the total / who did not have much experience in the pars

ty‘a'work{ Thus thosse presént have to listen to the speeches deliv-

to v
ered by thg real party bosses, they havefapplaude and to give théir
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unanimcus vote in iavour of Lbe andidates proposed by the party's

central committes. Jhe only interestiinz thing is to watch the composi--‘

tion so characteristic with regard to the distribution of the delega-~

tes' naticnality.

The“aaid congress elected the Latvian_COmmuaist party's central coe 3

mnittees for the ;.us 1960, It is comrosad of 9% persons, among them

21 Russians, 4ilso th@re-mxs elected the candidate-membera, altogether .

. 40 parsons / among them Only 13 Russlans / and the Latvian Communio%g e

party's revigory board consisting of 21 persons / among then & Russians,'

One should note the characteristic " tradition" stridly observed by
',uoecow when electing. *ha central comnittees of the antional republics!.
Communiet parties wa.ch always results in the' election of ‘a. majo-
ricy con&isting of " aborigenes" in order to demonstrate that those
"deciding in th» respective rspublics are peaple belonging to these

republicse, Also the exscutive organs of the Latvian Communist party

have now great numbers of people having Russian firat namos thus quite

throughly eliminsting the "aborisenes" "
“ihe activities of the Latvien Communist party aré being managed

by its secretariea and members ¢f the central committee. A.Pelée waa

elected First recrctary but EK.Gribkov was elected Second Secvnt_fx *

A.Voss, A.Miglinike end F.Strautmsnis were elected secretaries, The
following are members of the central committee of the Latvian .Comnu.-
nist party for the year 1960: V.Aaans, A. Voss a@. Gaile,M.Gribkov. I.
Gusakowski, A.kigliniks, J.Peive, A.PelSe, M.Flodonis and P.Strautma-
nis, In addition to £ive secretaries .the bureau of the Latvian Commu-
nist party has been "strengthened" by V.Aszans, First Sécrétafy of the
Riga -City Communist party's central committee; G.Gaile, Chairmen of

the Latvian £,5.R. Sational Eeonomy Administrat;yn; I.Gusakowskil, CoOm-
mmender in Chief of the Baltic Military District; J.Kelberzigd, Chisire f

men of the Latvian 8.5.R. Supreme Soviet; J.Peive, Chairmgn-of'the.

e
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Latvian SeSeR. Council of Ministers and M.Pluadonis, Deputy Chairman o
the lLatvian S.S8.R. Council of Kinisters. Thus,from the formal puint ‘of
view, all factors decisive for form*ng of life in the Latvian S. L.R.
are in the hands of the central committea of the Latvian Communist party

Bu* practioally ‘the entire central committee of the Latvian Communist

party is dependent from Eoscow.

Epeme Soviet of latvian S.5.R.
. This body was elected in March 1959. and its tera is four years, acc-

ording to ‘the constitution. The numb~r of deputies is 200. This is one
of the most "Latvian" soviets since Latvia 8 occupation in 1940, oecanse

only 33 Rusaians sre among these 200 deputiea._The pr%vious soviets had .

' The Supreme Soviet isigéiﬁg=electédﬁby vofihéfhy election districts.

the number of which is 200. Each district hasl nly one candldate and
thus only one election list. It is of . lixtle importance to ‘ x
ther the compoaition of the Suprene Soviet because it has no

significance though 1t is regarded aw 2 " people's elected parliamentu

The soviét has its ses“idns only* oncs each year -“to listen to the ;ep-
orte delivered by the leaﬂerahip of the Communist party, and to adopt
ths budget and to ap;aiat government:llready preparedfresp.xselected by

Mascow. Quite naturally all decisions and votes are made i.e. cast una-

nimously as 1t is the case in countries ruled according' to cOmmuniBt‘or—

der. People sitcing in the soviets do not possess the necessary_guali—
fications to speak on behiaf of those who elected them, or to decide

a certain guestion because of lack of any experience necessaxry to under-
stand political, soclal or economic problems. Therefore they are qu o

the true rapresgntatives of their countrymen; they are selected ﬁ}‘ﬁhéw

Communist party and they must be "elected". They are nothing else buf

puppets displayed in the party's show case.




: ”i dablyn chis is oeinbsunne unanimouqu¢ ‘At the -pi

6.
Pracfica11v all decrees that saccordisg to the constxtution have tobe

passed b the oapreme Soviet, are prepared and proaulgeted >~ this
soviet's presidiwm, All decrees, various ‘Arendzments to laws and regu-

lations promulgaved by the sovi&t‘s presidium are scnctionned by the

bdpreme Soviet once a year durlng its sesgions. and -quite nnderstan—; o

ent time the folIOWb

¥ ing are menbers of the preaidium of tne Latv1an b...ﬁ. Supreme Soviet:

Lhairman J.nalnber51ns, lst Deputy 15 K.Quolinﬁ but"u.Ameerg anégx.

& \

Gailis a“e deputv and secretary,respectivelye 3esidea 5. there are nina,_

more mamﬁers in the Lresidium; It roas withOLt saying 4ua' 21l of themn

are members of the Communiet party, and six of them ’h"c:even meMbesy

~antral committee.

Govarnment.

The government as well ag the "parliament" of u vomsnunist~dominated

country has no practical signifiancse. Wembers of such a cabinet are

nothins else but the party 8 employees end are doing everything orde-

re'r@by the Pommunist party, in this case the central committee or km
u:%F/ Special secti-

_ “its.presidium / of thé* Latvian B.S.R. Gompunist’
':ans of the contral committee of the Latvian Communist party deal with

matters pertaining to 1nd"‘ .tlon. agricuiture, admi~

nistratxon, finonces, commeid ;‘éoiences, schools. culture, etc. These

sections prepars the plahs and regulationa prescribing the govern- o

is rather-higﬁ‘as this is the case with all institutions established
by the Communist bureaucracy. Je.Teive, Chairman of the Council of Mi-
nisters has under,him. three deputias, 13”ministrias and 8 governmen-<3

e
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Latvian Communi t party, and azmong tbem 21, or 3/% ,are also members

of the Tﬁt?lan Comrunist party's cc“ural connittee, ?haﬁmost.4~bortant;‘wf@

minstries are&unde-Russia, officials : Ninistry of Flnances is‘unden

F.Manoiloy 1"@ twn;: :“"nriculfhre—»unde“ d.Wikorav; ”Ln;strv:of Co~

pmunications is under 1exandrrv; uhe Einistrv of Interior is. headed

selacted and appolnxea by th. supremeﬁuoviev but a8 a metber or
party

be
qﬂfact it is selected bw *hn Latvian COmmuniu

and con!irmed in

’”theAanf hé Tatvian unrrxn‘

*Eu%~ministers‘ rauld not n !
Ehrushchav uoes. or if he nmakes something contrary to the pr@scrip- “,

tions of tho Comwuuist party, he has to go, as it was the case with

E.Berklavs, Deputv Chairman of the Latvian Council of Ainiaters and

soma others,too.

Conclusicen,

i sovereign.: riégts of Latvian paople rmentions
ad in ARt.1? of the bev&et Latvian constitution could be illustrated
best by the analysis made in this feature with regeré to the Latvian o
memberskip of the Latvian Communist part i e. thiir numbers in compa-
rison with thﬁJAumber of Russiah communlsts in ha sake phrty. es well

" as their'cap sbility" to decide mgpters in the parliamenb or in the
.cgbinet vf ministers. How powerful";n their independence were the.'
centra%ﬁcemmitte of the latvian Communist party Lhe composition of

'magority of its Latvban mem-' '
vsnts that took place more

'ﬁhich.has artificially creaﬁed byhth@
‘ bere, hag been amply demonstr ted ovfthQ“
than one yeav ago when some of the uat_ian communists did imagine /

thongh after Stalin’s deathf of course/ toqgive prsference to{the S




lceal igterasta.and Eéﬂéatiéfswthe ne¢ds of Latvi?niﬁopulation;“gil”
of Lhcm were. af fected bf thz large ;urges and vere fo ced vO aba&* é
‘t:alr post%“@édievén leave Latvia. The {remlvn s st*ouvf man hhrushchcv
was qulu and @ *ge i¢ in his aotiong: muny cf thc lobkang letvien
.Communistﬁ4 wven odCh hnncqmen as . Kalnb6r11gu and Llcis a”a alrost

i 400 party emanzq weru‘vuuted fron their pogts, The ns& gentral commi

i htee of the latvian Com u*ist party was ferncd onmir‘lv a*cordiné to

Abho patLLrn vleaslag Noscow, the nost importznt “oate now bsing oceupi~

“ed by Wissian Latvians or partly by tne,¥spresentat1VPa of the ycu_g— E

" the iadependent Latv1

er comwuuiat.seneratlon who have never ges

and fqe bl seinus of the pnopla 8 se1f-determinat10L, as %21ll. Thus

hrongh 48 aenohman 1?9159 Pirset ¢ec2eyur}.of thy centiul co-

mnittee uf“tha,L@tvian COmnunls ~partj, 1e ahle to :yarciece 1ts cont-~

rol in Latvie on the entire

being purged, theigelebration of the thousand-yoars old rational holi-
?":~:’;h-or )

dey of $t.John / LIgo Svetki/ wes not permitted this year. Als6

oht: the suspicious clements ure still

methoda like renaming of streets at Jelgava, Mazsxlaca, and - obher'

ces, too, Hussian program of the song festival“pra~sin; of Ruasi“n.

language and nu& ian nation in press and speech; )extensxve import of

Russian officials to Latvia during this year and"similar events neke
us suppeose that the leadership of the Latvien Co unist party’ s dent-
rd/ ‘has decided to

“ral committee / whils carrying out Moscow's o

continue this russification road driving as f&S{rﬁs 7ossible. e know

toc well that TLatvian people cannot enduréd this pace. We also know
thot therb sre meny defic‘encies what regards the economic life of

the country. On June 3rd Riga Radio reﬂorted ahaut the shortage of

milk and aalrv”’roducts in "Riga:* despite the fact that the pnoductiv
braich did increase this year end é%@ite the fact

%e&a%ﬂ}'%vaelbseoeﬁf‘n}ﬁ ”"%ﬁ”’b”ehmﬁ? 8 aB edstwif‘

vity oi the
that,ﬁhe [or
nilk yield.
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from the irdustry are 2ot carriua out, production of opoila*e is5 still
conthuin¢ apd the “other aroth,rly ro“uhl‘cs are not muvwlxad with
tho necesé&by rroducts. Thare 45 no doubt that the new Russien offic5~y
als now occupying imporcadé posis in Latvia are teielly imompetent
and the poor Soviet Latv1e is like the proverbial sheep in care of the

wolf, Though the occupleu ccuntry s press ds- gearea up - and uzacti~

cally occujies Lraell v,tl proyaganda and .hothing else. Dﬁt propaganda
svimulav1ng the pqu}e: to raisethe produc“*vity and fulril the bavan.
Year ¥lan, -~ the tﬁiﬁgsfco not; mOVe. Also attacks dircctad against

the " represenuatives of the national baurgeoxsxe gbpoad” do no help !

for thy faect

because uhey indeed could not ve ‘blamed /FE'E'EE'"%Zsoian overlordship -
i not being obeyed. The blanme is to 100ked for i Soviot_Latvia prépex-
Also calling of the u4tvzans llVLng abroad elles er " Yestern imper;aé
lists" 1:e. tJeir agents is a chesa) trick. The unﬁasking of ouf natioﬁ
nts. oppressors and exploiters will be continued. e know that tweuty

Yeers of Soviet oocupation have not been able to break the will of 55

Latvian people to _live as free human beings. La” ian people have

reign domination and they will\evaive also this |
Ird

1
dlstriet ruled by the: Soviet Union 8 occupation forces and exploited ]

known | pyriode ot
period ot Communiat occupation. Today Latvia 1is nothlng else but a

.-mercif“asly for the- benefit of ‘the obgupanvs economy, and subordinatl
‘svident from the Art 1L oik;

to Mosc w's will and orders. Thlw is ULL

tlhie said constitution 'which says that "Ths °conomic 11fa o2 Latvi j{

&R 18 devermined and developed by the nstional gecnomic Plan cffi
”vhf_pnuvosa of which 1s t0verenn. enhave the 1ndependence i’

the State,
'of the Union “of- boviot bocialist Bepublics / U.o.b.R./. and to Ln-'

créase its defensiv "apacities"

Thus, it ssems. that'ﬂa via's colonial ‘status has been determined by

) her constitution, eoo!




