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Some Iniormation About i.ational Communists in Latvia

BERKIAVS, ®duzrds (son of Karlis)

During the period of indepenient Latvia he was sentenced to 3 year:
of forced labor for anti-government (Communist) activities., It seems
there was not sufficient evidence. He served his sentence in the stonw
quarries at Kalnciems., After 3 years, i.e. in iay 1333, he was releasac
from forced labor. Then he travele ¢ illegally through all of lLatvia,
renewving his Komsomol activities (Komsomol underground organizations),
In 1940, when the latvian government had all the Komsomol leaders
arrested, Beriklavs mansged to escape arrest and he_assumed the new
leadership of the Komsomol.

During the first few postuar years, he was secretary of the Centirs:
Committee of the latvian homsomol and studied et the university for
party professors. Around 17%3, ha was secretary of the lira Commitise
of the latvian Communist. Party, and then became First Secretary oi the

iga Committee and Deputy Chairman of the Council of hinisters.
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On 27 February 1959 he published articles in Padomju Jaunatne (Soviet

Youth) and Rigas Balss (Voice of Riga), in which he complained that not
enough latvians wers joining the party and the Komsomol.
Z, berklavs was released from office on 1% July 1359 for reasuns of

"localism, nationalism, and deviation irom the party line.“

-




NIKONOVS, Aleksandrs ison of ileksandrs).

Born in 1919 din fbrenes aprinkis, Zaikovas village, in the family of
a poor peasant. Hde gradusted from the Abrene sscondary school and studiza
at the Latvian University. while at school, ke was the leadar of an
illegal Communist group. Hs joined the party in 1940. de was the head
of the Propaganda and Lgitation Division for the Abrene hsyon. During the
war he.servad in the Soviet army and wzs severely wounded., After the war
ne was secretary of the party committees of Vilaka and Uaugavpils hayons.

In 1951 he became Minister of Agriculture. He was purged in 1901 for

"nationalism,"

DZERVE, Pauls.

A mtive of Riga, born 1918. Studied economics very successiully
at the university of independent Latvia. Only during the first occupation
period (1940) he began to be active as a Komsomol leader. During the war
"he went to Russia. He graduatad from the university and in 150 recsived

post-gracuate .

a/degree at the Latvian State University. He obtainad ths degree of
Candidate of 3ciences in 1953 at the Leningrad University for his work on
"The 1929-1933 Economic Crisis in Bourgeois lLatvia and {ts Special reatures”.
In 1955 he became a university docent in higas, and in 1958 - director of
the Bconomics Instituts of the Academy of Sciences Latvian SSK. He was
purged at the same time as perklavs, in the surmer of 1959,

In the winter of 1961 he is said to have died in an sutomobile

eccident, although there have been rumors in Latvia that he was murdered

by the Cheka.
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(A1l three of thse above bio;raphiss indicate that these men had
been trusted party members for many ysars , but at the same Lime also
Latvian national Communists. Now all of them have been deprived of
: relesased
their lsading positions indAfrom office. One must assume that thess

men feel some bitlermess because of ths wrongs inflicted by Moscow.-

Reporter's Comment.)




TUTERRUGATLON ABOUT CONDITIONS Iiv CCUPIED LATVIA

1.

Information about the interviewed person: Mrs. Antonija GAILITIS, over

70 years old. Lived in Higa, a seamstress by occupation. Came to live
with her married daughter in Lony lsland, N.Y.; arrived in the US on
28 rFebruary 1.4£2, She traveled via rioscow; the flight to New York toox
13 hours and was made by SiS airplane. In Hoscow she stayed at the
xolkhoz fanulers' hotel, where it is permitted lo remsin only 24 hours:
however, hrs. G. stayed there for L days until she was able to find

a room in a hotel. at the latter she had to ,ay 3 rudbles .a day and
the room had all conveniences. The visa f'or ner departure to the U3
had alreacy been issued in March 1v0l. All her friends had envied her
for bein;: able to leave the Soviet Union, or rathner Latvia.

The interrogetion took place on 13 iarch 1962.

“rs, G, stated the rollowing:

a) Iuring the desortations of 1949 families were not separated..  Now all

oi them have been given the possibility to return to Latvia.

b) There were rumors in Latvias that women who were not employed and whose
children were over 15 years old, would bs sent to work in kolkhozes.

¢) There were rumors that no one wae permittec to register ir twe rlaces
(in the city and at the seashore or in the country), and that family
homes would be expropriated.

d) Wo informetion is published in the newspapers aboul traffic accidentys,
and nothing is said about‘ them on the radio. However, one often hears
about such accidenis from eye-hitnesées. “When a small steamer sank
ir the lUaugavas and aboui LOO persons were drownad, nothing was mace

known sbeut it (this happened geveral years ago). rlso, nothing 1is




nade known about bus or zutorobile collismicns, although they are said
to hagpen fairly of'ten.

e) A1l the monumentswhich were erected .in Rige) diring the independence
nesiod neve not been removed or othsiwise damaged,

f) The large Cemstery (Lieli kapij in kiga is going Yo bve destroyed,
vecavss hiphways are to be miit acrossit., For some time now
’there heve been no turials in this cemetary.

g) It was rumored thel a garage for vrivete cars was to be built in

Higa, but iirs. G, did not know whers.

h; Rige has beautifud buildings ard msny arks. The city is very clean.
Firs, G. was horrified at the dirt in Long.Island cities, 2lthough
compared to liew York they are very clean.

i) If anyone in Riga eppears with a large psckege, he is certain to be

checked by militiamen. They inspect all packages, such as for example

bundles beiny carried home from the laundry. This is probably done

to prevent stealing.
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Hrs. G, did not know anything about the flight oi Lt Col Glenn., She
said tﬁat the Higa, or hussian, press or radio had not reperted it
(this is not true, they did report it, even in Latvian newspapers,
although in a very brief, ofiicial form.- HKeporter's comment.)

k) Buring her stay /in hoscow/ the Lenin maugoleum was closed for "repairs
said
1) hrs. G.Athat one coulc not hear Voice of imericz or other Latvian-language
broadcasts (in Higa), beceuse they wers =1l being jammed.
The people in itiga do listen to brosdcasts of religious services
from Finland and Sweden. Although they dor't undersiznd the words,

they know the tunes of the hymns. The churches are full of oidé peopls,

tut tihe yowsy




majority of people are Russians. Russian is spoken in government of fices,
on streetcars, in the parke, movie theaters, and of course in the customs
and security offices.

As I understand, it is possible to put up with the ﬁmterial living
standard. The apartments are cheap,and so is transportation. Bread and
potatoes are no more expensive than in Sweden, and a worker is able to
buy cotton fabrics and footwear. One cannot complain directly about
being in great need. It is also not possible to speak about slavery,
as the latvians have the same rights as recently arrived Russians.

The most tragic part.is the fact that the Latvians have been so
greatly "thinned out" that, on arriving in the country and listening to
the language, one may doubt whether this is a Latvian country and a

who live there
Latvian city. It seems that all Latviansfunderstand this tragedy,
whatever their political opinions may be. And they understand also
that at mresent nothing can be done about it: it is like a huge stream
of our time which carries everything with it. If you want to live,
keep your head above water and swim along. If you try to struggle against
the stream, you will drown, I heard someone say: " We do what we are told,
we testify and we vote as we are told, and we go to meetings when they
call us. If we follow orders, we can live.” I had several conversations
with Munters. ‘He said he did not hope for mmg changes ang more and
therefore he made the most of his present life."

II. A letter, which was recently received from Northern Vidzems, described

rural conditions as follows:

"Most of the kolkhoz grass remained uncut. The rye was harvested in
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a hurry, but the stacks remain in the fields, and the grain starts to
germinate. The potato fields are covered with mud. The sugar b_eeta will
probably remain on the field, they are frozen in the mud. What shall we
eat ourselves, and what shall we feed to our animals ?
 There 1s no bresd.  The kolkhoz has no bakery; the bakery is in
the rayon center (about 6 km from the kolkhoz. Ed.) One has to go
there for bread, and sometimes one has to stand in line all day. Not
every family can spare a person who could stand in line for bread.
For the time being we eat what we have grown in our own little plot.
private
Two decrees have been published which concern/bwmers of livestock:
1. A1) milk must be delivered to the kolkhoz cénter, and one half
of the delivered milk quantity is returned in the form of skimmed milk;
2. the hay harvested from private plots masy be retained to the
axtent of 2.5 tons per cow; the resi must be delivered to the kolkhoz.
Such decrees do not aqtually signify a confiscation of the kolkhoz
workers' private property, but they are mors of a threat to their
existence.
Another thing: It has been a long time since we saw anything like
groats and wheat flour. They are not available in the rayon city. In
Rige it is still poséible to find gome things, not in the stox;es but

"under the counter.”

R )y October 1962,




