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1. I talved so 3 on this subject on 2L March, asking hix
about the results o his Baltid o operations investigaiion., ¢ 2 seia

that he had in -fact been able to put far lass tice on this=fob than B¥ hag
previously aniticipaied and the investigation bad samowhat poetered out. It
had patared cut in ths sanse that SMOTH did not lave access to sufficient
ex-agents to bring the investigatiom to the conclusion that they had hoped
and that therefore many of thelr speculaticns, which they still consider
pretty sound, remai: unpreven. (. > said that he could have gone ir:o
considerably wae detail than hd was actually permitted as - SMOTH: actualiy
pulled him off the ;ob Icr more pressing current operatioms. You will recall
that in OELL-16695 I reported that SMOPH did not yet know waether sll agents
had come under witting RIS control, although at that time they suspested thi:
would prove to be the case. In the case of Vitolds BERKIS, who has recently
received hiz (S immigration visa as reported undor OEIA-23531 of 18 March,
they Jid deteruine Lo thedr satisfaction that, BEREIS never had been under
witting control. As I undersiood /_ _{. BEFKIS was the last man to
retura and was the cne that tiaey had "persuadéd® the RIS to return. Their
own analysis of BEA{IS 19 that he was a man of such najvete that the Soviets
were.able Lo wuri tielr will with him just as effectively on an umittir
basls aa thuy ever towld have done wittingly. Their method of persuading
this man to return wes through the use of another agemt previcualy exfiltr od
by the Russiars in such & manner as to mele it appear that he was merely odey-
ing hig SMOTH radio instructiuns. O(n . his ratum to the UX and after some two
nonths pretty hard vork, SMOTH managed to break him and when they sent him
back they did so with instructions for BERES also to exfiltmte. A4is the
Russians wero still uvsing HERKTS unwittingly, they complied,

2. T -] expanded somewhat on SMOTH's current experience with thoir
Soviet operiuioms fich, 28 you imow, are primarily based on the UK and are
almost exclusively of the legal traveler variety. SHOTH feels that the illegal
type operstians whici they and we experimenied with in the past ware an essoemtill
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'.pn't of their 3oviet operational experisnce and that these tedlmiques Mad to

be tried and proved out cne wvay or ancther. Experisrios has shom that their
Present method of opereticn results in a far higher caliber of intelligence
* and muoh more of it. I do not balieve it would be worth going inte any
sdditional detall on this, as I believe the argumsats and toch.n‘lqmo on this
are at laut us familiar to Headquarters.
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