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Chief, WE
	

26 March 1958
Attnt Chief, SR

AIR

mirdoon/REozac,c _2

&man Baltic Operations

REFERENCE: ODLW-14530

1. I tahted to -a 	 5 on this subject on 24 March, asking hit
shout the results ei nas Baltiroperations investigation. C jr saie
that he had in tact been able to put far lest time on thineb than liit had
previously anticipated and the investigation had somewhat petered out. It
had petered out in the sense that SMOTR did not have access to sufficient
ex-agents to bring the Investigation to the conclusion that they had hoped
and that therefore many of their speculations, which they still consider
pretty sound, remain unproven. C.	 ;› said that he could have gone	 into
considerably more detail than heans actually permitted as YASMOTIL actualay
pulled Mn off the ;:ob for more pressing current operations. You will recall
that in OELA-L6695 1 reported that MOTH did not yet know whether all agents
had come undar witting HIS control, although at that time they suspected this
would prove to be the case. In the case of Vitolds BERKIS, who has reeent1,y
received his US imnignition visa as reported under 0E1A-23531 of 18 March,
they did deteraine to their satisfaction that, BEMIS never had been endpr
witting control.. As I understood"- ,	 7. BMUS was the last man to
return and was the one that they had "persuaded P the RIS to return Thpir
own analysis of BEICIS is that he was a man of- such naivete that the Soviets
were„able tr.	 will With him just as effectively an an unwittixz
basis as they G .-Jar	 have done wittingly Their method of persuading
this man to return VX413 through the Use of another agent previously exfiltrat.ed
by the Russians in such a manner as to make it , appear that he was merely obey-
ing his SMOTH radio instructions. On his ratuxn to the UK and after some two
months pretty hard work, SMITH managed to break him and when they sent him
back they did so with instructions for BERES also to exfiltrate. As the
Russians were still using REMUS unwittingly, they complied.

2.rt..-	 31 expanded somewhat on S,./.0TRis current experience with 	 their
Soviet oporta;ialls rich, as you know, are primarily based on the UK and are
almost excl,asively of the legal traveler variety. SMOTH feels that the illegal
type operatians which they and we experimented with in the past wort an etsontiti
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'part of their Soviet operational experience and that these techniques had to
_be tried and proved out one way or another. Experistee has shown that their
present method of operation results in a fix higbarealiber orintolligenoe

w and much more of it. I do not believe it would be worth going late Any
additional detail on this, as I beliewethedrgaments and tashaque• on this
are at least us familiar to geadquartexe.
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