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EERIK HRINE = PHR3ONAL HISTORY -

: T wes born 11 Sept 1919 in Tertu, Estonis whers
my father owned e piano feotory.

In Tartu I attended High School and also participated
in the Eastonlan Youth movement "Noored Kotkad". (Note = an
orgenization sponsored by the Eatonian Natlonal Guerdjsimilar
to Boy Scouta.) I elao served in tha Natlonal Guard as the
Recrult Traeining Platoon Leader of Tartu Maleva, (Note = Tartu
Maleva: NG Regiment of Tartu.) _

_ After Russlen foroes occupled Estonla I Joined a
resistencs organization led by Lt Col Kurvits (former CO of the
Estonlan Cavalry Regiment). We attempted to form a nationwide
resistence movement. On 22 Aug 1940 I was arreated by Soviet
guthorities end charged with resistence sctivitiass ss a "“gounter=-
revolutionery”. o -

In the meantime my parents had immlgrated to Germeny.
{Note = One stipulation of the German-Ruzalan sgreements of
1939 allowed all those individuals claiming Germen anceatry in
the oscupled Baltio States to immigrate to Germeny. Many pecple
took sdvantage of this olause to escape Russian terror.] My
great~grandmother hadl been a German. My parents were able to
obtain my release snd 1in Apr 1941 I was handed over to Oerman
authorities. - _ '

In 1941 I voluntesred for the Oaten Batalllon whioh
was made up of Estonians in Germany. We wers dlapatohed to the
Ukraine to combat Communist guerrillas. I weas slightly woun-
ded during this ocampaign. ‘

In February 1942 Estonian suthoritlies demanded my
return to Estonie and the Germsns compllied. For the next eight
months I was employed by the Estonian Police (Note ="Pollitiline
_ Politsei") whers I speolalized In Interrogating captursd -
Communlst agenta. . : ' ‘ '

. I resigned in the letter psrt of 1942 when the Germans
arreated e group of Estonlan patriots, and volunteered for the
Estonisn Leglon which was being. trained at Debliea, Poland. As
a member of the Estonian Battalion "Narva™ I partioipated in
some of the bloodiest fighting in ths Ukralne. I was selested
to ettend German Officers Candidate School at Bad TUlz and
graduated s a Jecond Ltn. I wss assigned to the Egtonilan Di-
vision on the Narva Front. I served in I Bat, 45 Inf Regt in
various capecities including Company Commander and Bat Adju~
tant. I was wounded during the Battle of Auvere and sent to
Tartu Hoapital from which I esosped when the Rusaians threatened
the oity., I rejolned my unit whioh pertiolpsted in the defenae
of TarGu. In these battles our battalion wes almost ocompletely
annihilated. I was out off for 3 days and while attempting to
reach frisndly lines I was knocked unconcious by a bombd, and
taken prisonar by the Rusaslan Army. |

T was teken to a POW ocamp near Rueaia'a capital. Three
months leter I was sent to & apeolal camp in the Northern
Urals. In March 1945 T easceped, attempting to reach Lstonia.
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I managed to mnke ny wny as rar back as Leningrad where I
was receptured. In 1946 many Baltic nationals were bdrought
back to thelir homelands and I was taken to a camp at Koplg
(by Tallinn). With the assistance of some oivilians I wag’

~ able to escape during Spring of 1946.

. Frem 1946 on I fought as a menber of a platoon alze
Estonian guerrille unit. When our group leader wes killsd I
took over command. We oconducgted im numerous reids and am=
bushes against Ruesian foroea as well as sarrying out sabo-
tage and terror sotse. By 1950 I was the only member of the
unit to remain ot lurge (the rest wsre eithsr killed, ware
sent to Siberia or disappeared during missions) and vhile
nourishing escape plans to Finland I was apprshended by the
security foroes, probably through betrayal or recognition.

I gpent 1 year in Patarel ang Pagarl Street prisons
in Tallinn where I was under conatant interrogetion. I
studbbornly oleimsd German oitizenshlp (whick I hsve never had),
and my death ssntsnoce wes. changed to 25 yesers at hard labor.
I was in numerous oampa in Russia until Nov 1956 when I was _
releaged to Weat Germany as a German POW. Upon reaching Wast . £
Qorman soil I sdmitted my Estonlan citizenship and requested
permission to remairn in Weat Germany wich was granted.

Since 1957 I have been Iving in Canada where I now

reside in Toronto.

Propared by Prlit Parming = all noter in thig resums

nave been added by P.P. This rssume has been preparoa from af;'
* tape’ mado by Eerik FHelne.. - - <

E e //;'?/'/Je_.
25 E//15 /DarK ){)a/
%ron}zo, Ca!"‘“’f‘?

- L0 2-fo3¢€

THres, [

‘o e £




