29 Neceuwber 1964

SUBJECT: © League of Estoniawv Liberation (LEL), Lackpround Data
on

‘1. Attached herewith are & variety of docurents on the LLL
which provide a Synopsis of its history, its coaposition, and.
nims. A copy of the LEL certificute of Incorporation {s attached,
A roster of leaders and a schematic diagran of the LEL executive '
council {s also provided, Tinally, a nuamber of letters to jro-
minent US governzental bodies, typical of other similar letters

prapared by the LFL, is attacheud,

2, To the best of our knowledpe, on the Lasis of statemonts

mnade by a voriety of prominent and veliahle Estonian omipres--not
. the leust of whom is the past president of the LEL (hduard

REISSAE of Washington DC), the LEL ls an altogether partlotic
pro-American organization which is strongly motivated by anti-
Comaunist ideal}s and principles. 1ts activities have drawn
nothing but favorable attention. In the sumper of 1962 the US
Spocial Forces turned to the LEL, and to the Istonian eminre
mexbers of this organizstion, to particerate in the US Special
Forces manuevers; a total of sowe 150 Estonians participated in

- these activities.

3. There are twelve, or more, LIL chaptevs which are sub-
ordinate to tiie LEL national organization, Therc arc approximately
700 mewbors of this paraewilitary tvpe corpanization, Fdward
REISSAR, presently an employee of the Lihrarv of Conzress, wias the
first preﬂidcnt and erganizer, of the Cstonfar vetorans into the
League of Estonian Liberation. Tha mouthpiece for the LEL is the
newspuper, Voitloja, which 45 pripted in Cermany on a monthly basis
(if funds ave availablc). ‘

4, The MNew York jroup is a chapter of the LEL national organ-
ization, As the attachments will indicate, there are a variety of
such chapters throughout the USA, Tc a grest extent, the Yew York:
nroup hag been dovinated by two individuals, Elmar KELRD and August
RARSHA, both of whom at various times have held positions within
the KY LEL chapter, Scth KFERD and KARSNA--sge separato report
for additional biographic data on them--have been rehbels and have,
to our knowledge, baen disruptive forces:not only within the LEL
hut within the entire [stonian compunity - ard within the larger

Fstonian National Council of the USA, However, in the interests

of unity, all concerned have heretofore tried to nlacate KEERD

and KARSNA in orvder tc keep therr from becoming tec disruptive;

this has gecne as far as having both, or either, hold positions of
lesser responsibility within the various Estonfan groups, including
the ENC and the LEL as well as other orpacizations, in order
therehy to have thew lnside the orpsnizatiovns where they could be

less disruptive than outsice tnﬂ oryenizations where they Cﬂ‘+q rroate

sore problems or attesst orzanizing oppesing forces.
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- To our knowledyo, within the HSA KELKD has been a strong
supporter and adherent of ii. DEINE, After NEINE succeaded in
preparing his wmovie in Canada, he could 7ind no one in the USA
wvho would sponsor him, As a rvesult , XELPD, without authoriza-
tion of the LCL but speaking in the nane nf the LEL, took it
upon himself to invite HRINE fn the USA in en "April 1963, For

-this reason, the targer part of the Estonian omi 1Te comaunity

in the USA has labored, and prohably still COntinucs te <o 'so
to this date, undor the impression that HEINE caune to the USA
on the official invitation of the L¥L and its president, J. RAUS,
White KEERD's disagrcement with the ontire LEL Liody had been
swoldering for many years prior therote; he used the occasion
of RAUS® ohjection to the nisuse of the LEL naue, in inviting
HEINE te the USA, to force the issue, Sometime in latc 1963,

KEERD and his small group of supporters took the NY chapter of

the LEL out of the LCL national organization., At the time of
HEINE's presence in the USA, while HEINU was travelling about
the USA, KEERD nade free use of the LEL name In paving the way
for HEINE throughout the USA. Naturally, the LEL and RAUS tcok !
strong objection to this. In conclusion, while the ULINE affair
fauned the sparks into a2 flawe, KEERD's disputo‘ﬁlth the LEL
(and with the entire Estonian emigre comwunity) is of long.
standing and is of such a nature that most Estonian enigres
consider XEERP (if not also KARSNA)} to be a nut, a disruptionist,
a Iiar, a clown, and even a Scviet agent hecause of his sus-
piclous background and because of his disruptive tendencies,
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