) SECTIONS FROH A. VIIRLAID'S NOVEL "FADING LIGHTSM

An old man Eerik never met, brought into the forest to the partiscna his
collection of old coins (Russion 5 and 10 ruble pieces). The old man was later
tortured to death by LVD in Viljandi. Eerik uscd this moncy to bring seven peopla
frow Siberia znd help the farmors with thelr #axes.

Eerik cane to Tollinn in 1950 to obtain cr-u:.mnent for his escape to Finland
aroud Leoke Ladoga. 17as north of Ladoga in fnll of 1949, but was forced to call
the eacape offl bECQUQG of illness. ‘

Tho partissns had a flagstall next to the bunier flying the Estonian flag.

Pertisan Leader Kanruks had been hiding in the woods throughout the German
and Russien occupr;tions. Tas kdlled by o Soviet raid sometime prior to Ferik's
joining with =io partisans, Eerik'c friend (czlled Armo) who left with him from:
Xopli prJ.son resecbles Knaruks and nasqunrades in his role tlpughout the bool.
Fricnd Armo 3. related to a partisan called "Uncle.”

Three pcrtisans from Eerik!s group c,cpture three Russien officers, tie thes
on the becks >f thrce pigs and releasc the entire pe_rty on the market place of
Viljandi.

Tae dar. cabushes a car with three communist functionaries (one is the chair-
nan of the E _sutive Comalitee of a neighboring dictrict). Band lesder (ecalled Sarzk)
kills hii ané ~nother. The third is nllowed to leave.

The bené joins with another groun from Viljandi arec led by "™Black Captzin®
(born aad lived in Russia). Eerik and Black Captiiln masquersde as LVD officers
from Vl",]amh nad drug o compony of LVD troops with Caucesien vine who are stationed
in a fru.. (the home =nd birthplace of Eerik's friead Armo). The rest of the team
attacks .t nizht tzlding weanons, feod mnd clothes frow the sleesins LVD.

K- _in, wife of en Estonien Army nnjor (killed in Verska in 1941 by Russianz)
joins --.¢ partisans. Her eight year old son has becn teken by +he Soviets. Later

she I .z to live in Viljandi, then coues back to the band agzin.

Tersik's fricnd Armo end aumother partisan leave the band because of disagreesicnts
with 3o leader (Sarak - P;.rte) o more partisens are stateé to have left, but .
later ... the zsory they turn up again. .

) inother partisan, YRebel" is disgusted, has a fight with the leader and lenves
to turn hinself in. EeriXk accompanies him to Tollinn, using pacsports obteined in
the ™ 11 of 1946.

. the nrizon in T&llinn, ertificiel inscuminations are corrics out by mele
aTics » parn.ny the stuff in paper bazs to female vrisoners. .ouwon write reguests
for n _id %y cerinin men., Ecrik receives a regquest frouw a girl colled Leel., Eeriic
wet her rirst in 1944 just before his capture. Her family had been }.:Lled, she hersel{
reped by “he Russians. Later she bocame a co-leader in a partisan ...um, vwhere va--‘-/’&
saw her again when their bonds joined up.
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“Eerik tokes pert with Leel!s band in an attack to MVD food storage. The re-
lieving colwm of two truckloanda of MVD troops is destroyed and burned. Leel orders
on® of the wounded LUVD officers to be throwm Into the burning wurchouse. Later she
shoots a wounded -comrade who could not be taen along.

-

. Ferik end hia friend Aruo masquerade as MVD officers ond board o iredin 2
Petserdi. Neor Verloje station there is nn ambush, the MVD cucort is dezstrovel =nd
one nillion rubles captured. Leel's band provides the ambush dressed in Russ
uniforms.

Leel is pregnant by Armo who plens to cend her to Sweden in o lesserscivildd
he has hidden, waonts Eerlk to go along. Armo also plans s tank coiteck ogais 4 Tartu
prizon. Eerlk 13 disgusted with his friend because of Leel. Laoter Eerit rnd Leel
visit her grandmother who tells her. that she must have & Cascorien opcoration.

Throughout the book sex pleys z much more dominent role than in he fire% novel.
Eeril: is often close to wonmen, but never tnies adventuge. In one plae. he ir 2uided
by another partizan for not golng to wouwen In the village.

The self-glorification is evident. Fellow prisoners cdore him oné the snbire
prison celebrates his 50th birthday. In 1350 it chould ectuzlily hove been iir 3ist.




