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INCOMING TE

FOR WHAT HE TERMED DE

MORNING OF-LAST DAY,
TWO-DAY ABASENCE.

DIFFENDAKER CERTAINLY

SINGLE MISTAKE WAS TO

DIEFENBAKER PERWITTED
- POSSIBLE CONSERVAT IVE

PLACES AND TIMES. DUT
DIEFENDAKER™S MANDATE

.CLUSIVE TRIMMING. HIS, ;
HIS SUPPORTERS ADOPTED IN PREPARING FOR CONTEST WITH CAMP
"FORCES WERE HEAVY-HANDED AN? INEPT. HIS GREATEST _
PERMIT ARTHUR MALONEY TO RUN AGAINST
CAMP FOR PARTY PRESIDENCY. IN NG, DIEFENBAKER OFFERED
CLEAR CHOICE THAT CAMP HAD BEEN" UNABLE TO DEVISE. HAD '

CAMP'S RE~ELECTION WITH NO CONTEST .
. AND GRACEFULLY ACCEPTED REVIEW PARTY LEADERSHIP, IT QUITE

‘ 3O
i . - g ~—
6 37551 _ 3 cONFIDENTTAL N - ) ,
P 0 i | ¢ E ‘
A Aclion . . o ) . S .
: . _._‘ 1:, ‘ “ . . ‘.'--
IR CONTROL: 4 7594. . | FC e X
ol - RECD: . “NOVEMBER, 18, 1966 8: o6 PH M e
ss . FROM: . OTTAWA . L 7 BR
So ACTION: SECSTATE WasWDC RS
s¢ o plFals
. H . a +
CP i . C@) .
- USIA - ri 57 BV
Cwse .'CONFIDE.NTIAL OTTAWA 837 |
B ONSERVATIVE NATIONAL MELT Ie Cafe>
AR CONSERVA ATIONA i .
Ay 00
'NSA ' oTTawA 825
DOD -

‘ - 1. CONSERVATIVE MP GORDON CHURCHILL, ONE OF DIEFENBAKER'S
| RSR ' CLOSEST LIEUTENANTS, TOLD PRESS YESTERDAY HE HAD COLLECTED
' SIGNATURES OF PLEDGES FROM OVER SEVENTY CONSERVATIVE WPS -

CLARATION LOYALTY AND SUPPORT FOS - .

DIEFENDAKER. THE CONSERVATIVE CHIEF HAS MaDE NO STATEMENT o
RE HIS FUTURE SINCE HE APPEARED AT PARTY COWVENTION O

RE RETURWED TO COMMOMNS TODAY AFTER

. ' 1 o
2. FULL ANALYSIS OF ULTIMATE CONSEQUEHCKS OF PARTY'S
NAT 10HAL MEEZTINGS'S ACTION {UST AWALIT FURTHER BEVELOPMENTS.

SUFFERED SERIOUS AND POSSIBLY COi-
STRATEGY WAS FAULTY. TACTICS WHICH

CHIEF COULD HAVE AVOIDED SPLIT WHICK

WENT AGAINST HIM, CONTINUED RETEJSTION OF ALWOST SAME

HOLD QVER.PARTY, AND PUT QUER FIGHT WITH REBELS TO OTHER .
ONCE CAMP'S FORCES HAD DEFEATED MALONEY, -
THEY WERE ABLE TO. CONSOLIDATE THEIR POSITION AND RESTRICT

AT THIS MOMENT. . /\ .
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5- DIEFENBAKER S SPEECH TO PrRTY was STuglLARLY BAD PER=-. '
FORMANCE. LIKE ‘FRUSTRATED FI¢HERMAN, HE oAST LURE AFTER

LURE INTQ POOL FROM WHENCE HE HAD TAKEN WIS PAST PRIZES, BUT
IS DRY FLY HAD NO ATTRACTION IN WATERS PREVIOUSLY : UDDIED. S
COMPLETE FAILURE OF HIS ONCE SURE POLITICAL TOUCH -

WAS MOST STRIKING ILLUSTRATION OF HIS LCSS OF RAPPORT WITH

MAJORITY OF PARTY. . | SRR
4. IF DIEFENDAKER REJECTS LINITED MANDATE MIS PARTY HAS GIVEN |

- HIM-= SCEPTER OF LEADERSHIP FOR.CLNTENWNIAL YEAR AT LEAST-~

AND DETERMINES TO CONTINUE AGAINST HIS OPPCSITIOM, THERE IS

ALMOST NO LIMIT TO AMOUNT OF MISCHIEF HE CAW PERPLTRHTL.

WERE HE TO BECOMNE EVEN LESS Ri.SPONSIBLE THAN ME RETOFORE IN

THE COMMONS, IT IS EVEN POSSIALE HE COULD FORCE THE COUNTRY

INTO UNWANTED ELECTION. DIEFENBAKER LIKE SAMPSOMN MAY DE UNABLE SAV“
HIMSELF, BUT MAY BE CAPABLE OF PULLING TEWMPLE DOWN,

5, THERE IS NO LEADER Oi HORIZOH AT MOMENT (SAVE POSSIBLY
ALVI# HAMILTION) WHO APPEARS TO HAVE WILLINGNESS AND POWER
AND BOTH SUPPORT FROM DIEFENBAKER AND ABSENGCE OF FEAR OF ;
HIM TO CLOSE SCHISM WITHIN DEEPLY DIVIDED CONSERVATIVE PARTY. g
DEPTH OF FEELING WAS WELL ILLUSTRATED BY THE COMBENTS OF '
SOME CONSERVATIVE MPS YESTERDAY THAT IN CAUCUS AND ON .
CONVENTION FLOOR THREATS OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE WERE PLENTIFUL. ,

MUCH TIME WILL BE REQUIRED FOR PARTY TO REACH COMSENSUS ON g,
" ANY NEW LEADER. DIEFENBAKER DELIBERATELY REJECTED KIS O L Wy
OPPORTUNITIES TO PLAY THE PEACENAKER. IF HE IS CANDIDATE - B

MIMSELF AT NEXT LEADERSIIP CONVENTION, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 70 .. %§$Qg§3
'NOW TO PREDICT WHO MIGHKT AGREE TO OPPOSE MIM. THERE IS5 L

STILL NO ALTERWATE LEADER WHO HaS SUPPORT OF ALLANTI-
DIEFENBAKER FACTIONS. ‘

6. CONSERVATIVES SEEM LIKELY TO SUFFER FURTHER TROUBLES
BEFORE THEY CAN BEGIM Tn REBUILD THEIR POWER. LATES
GALLUP POLL TAKEN JUST BEFORE CONVENTION SHOWED THEY HAD
DROPPED TO*NEW LOW OF POPULAR SUPPORT -~ TIED WITH NDP
WITH 26 PERCENT OF COMMITTED VOTE, SEVENTY-SEVEY PERCENT
OF SAMPLE HavIHE EXPRESSED alN OPINIGN. COLUNNIST PETER
HEWMAN 15 PROBABLY CORRECT WHEN HE CONCLUDES THAT CON-
TINUED COWSZRVATIVE DOWNNYBROOKS ASSURE LIBERALS CONTINUED

PLACE IN POWER.
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