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1, Presently Chairman of the Fermanent wsaTO Military Committee, General
Ldolf Heusinger's last assignment in Jest (ermany was that of Inspector General
of the West German irmed Ferces, a position rourhly e«ui:ulent to our r‘ha:eran of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He was born in Hoizminden on the Weser on 4 ﬁugust 1897,
and is a member of an old Prunswick family of theologians and philologists. He
and his wife Gerda have two ;rown daughters, one of whom lives with them in washington,
2. k& career army officer, the 64 yeer old Heusinger enterrd tﬁe 6,35 9C.0.5.3 € T4

German army Guring World var I as a rrivate. Commissicned & a second lieuterant in I8

1916, he was ceptured by the Pritish a rear later while serving as an infantry

platoon leader in France, sfter his relesse from crptivity in Fngland, Heusinger
DX AH SR X KBXUKGORIEX returned to the Reichswehr, Fetween 1921 and 1234 Heusinger

was asei;ned to the Cperations Tresining I'ivision of the Truprenemt wnere his career

as a wmiiitery NXOODRRIGXENKAE pleuning exrert reslly began, In 1937 he was

assigned to the Plans and Cperatisns Dvieicn of the army Ceneral Staff, XXETEIXTEA

EXEXXS AT AN ENTUT where he served as fock deputy until 194G and division
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chief until 1944 . In this cepacity he was engaged in across-the.board military
KKXYXXHKKéﬁIKK&¥’XWXXIKXEiIKXXBIYKZ%EHB§IBV¥HI§YKM&YXKKBIZYZKX%EIIXXEVXHXYXKIIXKX
planning in the full am® clascic ZEXHXA Ccne-cl Staff sense of the term.

3. Py 1926 Heusinger wos & Mejor; thereafter, sucrevsive prometions advenced him
to Jieutenant Tolonel in 19539, Tolonel in 1940, ¥rifadier Teneral in 1941, and "Ejor
) ' in the bunker
Generel in 1343, (n July 20, 1944, Heusinger was F*sndin,/haside Hitler delivering

2 hriefing when the {tauffenberg bomb detonzted, wsounded iy splinters from the
explosion, he wis nospitalised trie’ls 0 d then taken to a Gestero prison when it
became krown thet re vas swere thst phepareticns WANEAKEDGOZETE had Leen in progress
for a coup., Af'ter admitiing to ithe Cestape thst Le e not arrroved of Hitler's
militey Jecisicns and wished that the Fuehrer would return the KHXXXXKXK%MK handling

A Lot LA
of military operaiions to the militzry, he was released for lack ofl "actual

complicity in the plot, and retired.



4. Uron his surrender to U.&, army authorities in “ay 1945, the quesﬁion of
his implication as & war criminal arose in connection with certain orders which he
signed or initialed which hud resulteé in the executicn of ceptured Russian politicel
indoctrination officers and Allied comandos. The case vas exanined by the Nuernberg
Tfibunal, and it was decided that while he had played KXX a leading role in the
military chain of ccmmand and had demonstrebly concurred in the questionatle orders
by having initialled them, there was no‘KﬁKXZK Lasis for & charge of complicity in
war erimed, KERDOKKEEAXNETXRLEXBHEALGEINT From 1945 to 1948 Heusinger then

from time to time

served/without pey as a research ccnsuitant for the Office of the United States

Chief Counsel for War Crimes at MNuernberg.

5. In 1947, Heusinger joined Ceneral Gehlen's intelligence organization. As

chief of Gehlen's evaluation group, Heusinger von the resrect of both his American

and German colleagues for professirral compstence end rersonel integrity. The

excellence of Gehlen's eveluation staff today is due, in some meapurec, to leusinger's
supervision from 1947 urtil 1951, XEXEREXTXEXHENETHHEY KROONERTEAETEX FEKE XX UKUAXT BH
EBRXEMX N BEEAXTXNIXXLY  Turing 1950 in his dual role as unofficial military advisor
and senior officer in the Gehlen organization, Heusinger was en influential
representative of U.Z, interesfé in both Cermen remilitarizstion and the Gehlen
group, With his assignment to Fonn and return to e njlitary cereer, Heusinger has
-disassociated himself from intelligence affairs, At the same time, Heusinger has
continued to censult with and confide in CJA representatives with whom he was assoc-
ieted as & member of the Gehlen organization,§§§¥§§§§KII¥XKKK§I§§XKHKXHXXXX§K§KKKKKXK
reporting with remarkable candor, thereby woluntarily keeping the U'.S, government
informed mm of various criticel politicel, military and intelligence metters affecting
U.S, policy. In our view, Heusinger's poiitigal views are clearly consistent with

U.S. objectives,




€., Owing to his long career as a Germsn Staff officer, Heusinger has becn
the problems of

deeply interested in Cerman/remilitarization. He has, however, remeined alocf from the

political intrigues of the various grouns of former Germen officers agitating for
West German rearmament and recognition from the Ponn government. As a result, in the
fall of 1951 Heusinger emsrged as a ranking representative of mocerate eiements
of the former German officer corps, and Adenauer, with the concurrence of Dr. Kurt
Schumacher, then head of the chialist opposition, appointed Heusinger to an advisory
comnittee estatlished to initiate consultative liaison with Allicd military eauthorities.
In this quasi-official capecity es military spokesman for Chancellor Adenater, Heusinger
had several conferences with lr, McCloy, General George P, Hays, Mr. Vammel Reber and
Dr. Conant, On 22 Januery 1951, Adenauer, Heusinger and Genem 1 Hans Speidel were the
guests of Mr, McCloy at a dinner in honor of Genewm 1l Fisenhower, On this occasion,
Ceneral Eisenhower_singled out Heusinger and Speidel to explain his 1945 views on German
generals and to assure them of his high regard for the German profeséﬁonal soldier and
of his interest in the integration of West German Armed Forces into the Furopean
Defense Community, Thic meeting left 2 profound impression on Heusinger who felt
Eisenhower shared his optimism for the tuture of est German contingents in the defense
of Europe.

thza By the fall of 1951. General Heusinger was officially established in the dTice
'of/Weéi German Defensz Minister Thecdor Plank as ‘op military advisor., In the summer
of 1952 he was designated coordinator of Germen militsry defense planning, In this
position he vwas a deft mediator between the Adenmuer Government, the Socialist Party,
former German c¢fficers groups, and Allied militsry authorities. KEKKIKK#XXKKEKHKX
THOEAE DX X OREE B TOOGEX I KRS EETETE DA T 0T XK HEXEXA XX In 1957, Heusinger was

promoted to rank of full general and was appointed Inspector General of ihe West Cerman

armed forces, With respect to wartime record and personel integrity and capability,

XKE Heusinger ¥AKEEA passed with “2ying colors the KXKEMIHEX West German committee




constituted to exemine prosvective officers for the new Federal Armed.Forces, X
The committee, which had an excellent record of XH¥X #ntegrity, expressed reservations
only with respect to Heusinger's command ability, owing to the fact that he had never

major
in fact held a/troop command, Heusinger's ¥EXXXX¥X sunerior ability as a senior

General Staff plenning officer is NHI¥M¥XIXY¥ widely recognized.

8., THXNGIFENFPUALAEREE While a comprehensive judgment of Heusinga:c's war
record is not the responsibility of this agency, we fully concur with the background
statement. of XEXXH the Stzte Department made to the press by Lincoln White on
12 December 1961 which reads in pert as follows:

» .. Heusinger along with all other key Federal fepublic officérs wvere
cleared by 8 speciel parliamentary commbttee in coﬁnection with his
original Bundeswehr appointment, His appointmentk to his present position
was unanimously eprroved by all fourteen governments representatEllled
on the NATC Militsry Committee, =mbmm some cof which governments suffered
just as grievously as the Soviets at the hends of the Nazi regime;
Investigations of Heusinger by the Allies after the end of the war do nov
bear out any of the Soviet charges against Heusinger,and in fact after
these investigations cleared Heusinger, he se.ved as ccnsultabt to the
United States prosecution staff at the Nuermberg trials, Heusinger
was aware of the twentieth of July plot against Hitler and was subsequently
arrested and interrogated at length by the Gestapo with resulant dismissal

from active military service."




