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Set forth below is an extract from a moxorendum written by a
£1A representative in Germeny following & conversation with Goneral
Housinger about Y¥r, MoCloy's receptlion for General “igenhower at

Bad Homburg on 28 Januarye

%a, ZNeithor Gemeral leusinger nor General Speidel
partioularly suticipated the meeting with Genersl
Risenhowsr becausa of the latter's well-knomn
attitude toward the German Gerorals and Adnirals

as cxpreased Iin 1945 end reflooted, less pointedly
perhapo, in Eigenhowerts book. The comserz of
Speidol and Heusinger stems solely from the faot
that they, regardiess of thelr own opinions ree
garding Rigenhower, face the aventual problem of
influsacing German military opinion to & more
worksble attitude vis-e-vis Eisenhower, During
recent woeks Heusinger and Speidel have on several
osossions had the opportuwnity to discuss quite
frmkly with General Goorge Hays the various problems
affecting the attitude of former Gersen of ficers aud
koldiers as woll as Gemmsu publio opinion., The
Bigenhowor 1946 attituds regearding German Generals
had bean toushed wpon, Heusinger had hoped thet
prior to the insevitable mmating with Pisenhower the
Genoral wounld mmke sone public statenent to clear
4o air. That Kisenhower sctually did this prior
%o the Fed Lomburg reception an 22 January con~
dributed muoh to the wmqualified success that
Biseunhower hed In his £irst meeting with the Gorsan
Gonerals.

"be Speidel and flousinger arrived ab ir. doClay's
hoze a little late ard anterad a laurge living room
aftor moat of the guosts were present, Riscnhower
interrupted a conveorgation with somsone else and
caug norogs the room to greot them., This gesture
nades & digtinot fmprossion on both of tho German
Genorals.

"ce Later, Disenhower ssked Heusinger and Spelidel
tc epeek privately with him in en sdjoining study.
Fisenhower coamonced by stating that ho owed them
sn explanetion, o stated that his fira cosviction
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at the end of the war iv 159456 was that the German
Generals, the General Steff, ond tho Jemman Armed
Poross had boen completely unified in thelr support
of the Hitler Regimes This impression of 1946 had,
Risenhower stated, pradually been modified by thinzs
he had seen, read, and heard since thet time,

R4 asanhower desoribed hingelfl og a fenatio Lighter
sgainst any individual, group of individuals, or
govornment which attempted to suppress husan liberties,
and that if the nocessaity should arisv, ho would
probably fight Stalin and the Soviet Army with the
ssme fanaticlien with which he had fought Hitler and
the German Arued Forvea,. )

*d, The fsot that a man of Elsenhowsr's pesition

was willing to admit a past error in judgment made

a great impression upoem the German Generals. Housinger,
in Aisoussing it, omzpared it 4o President Trumen's
retraotion oc his much publicired letter to the U.S.
Karine Corps.

®a, The discussion at the Dad Homburg veception did
‘not toush upon reailitarizatiocn or related insues;
slthough Theodor Blamk (eivilisan ohairmen of the
¥ilitery Cormittee) was present ot this conversstion,
Bisanhower's rezarks were, by their wvery naturs,
sddressod primarily to the two Gonerals.

®fo A9 Heuminger and Spaidel emergsd from the room
where the above oonversation was held, Chansellor
Adsuauer spproached Heusinger and rather excitedly
askod what had transpired in the meebing, Heusinger
statod briefly that Sisenhower hed made a statemsnt
regarding his views on the Sermun professional goldier
whioh was highly satisfeotory from thoe Cerman Geuerels'
point of view end provided the besis for & more
optimistic outlook on Germeny's role In Sestern
Europesn romilitarization.”
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