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DEracTA0T 8 T AN

SUNECT :  Resilitarigatioa and tho Landsbery irovlom.

1. fHecent conversetivnn betweon cur stall olficers iu Joraany
and leading Gorman figures in Lhe reailitarization fleld brougnt to .
light once more the groat enphasls Germsn oifficers glve to the prob-
lea of the former genmsrals iaprisoned in Landsberg and iierl, There
is, of course, nothing nex cbout ithe problea or the positiun of the
forasr Gorman officers. That makes it a reportadble ites at this
tize 18 the new urzency attached to 1t by Chancellor Adanauer's
wilitary advisors, who are not sasily agitated and who are in good
position tr ovaluate the importance and tho elfect of Landsbexrg and
Werl on Gersan ailitary opinion.

2. According to Uomeral jeusinger, there are really three
problems in this fields (2) Landsberg, (b)) Werl, and (c) the fate
of some 450 Cerman soldiers being bwld in Franse. tany of the lat-
tar group have not beon tried and sentenced; zeny, in fact, have
vot yet beon charged. lsusinger, who is kesnly aware of tue polliti-
cal problams which amake sction so difficult on this subject, rerticu-
larly for #r. deCloy, nas strangly opposed the trend asong the
former Gernan Officers Corps that soro gosture of clenensy tomard
thair colleagues in Landsberg, Worl, and France should be prerequi-~
site for Uermaen military collaboration. Nor this, Heusinger, along
with those forner generals wiw have thxoen their welight solidly
behind the Aestern defense eifori, slready has hiad to accaept 8 ;ood
deal of criticisa froz their forzer colleagues.

3. uith the rexilitarization uegotiatlons now approachlag the
docisive stags, and with the nmany veterans oryunizetions mov iy
cloger to a united froant, tie protle:s is now, in leusinger's opinion,
critically acute. lieuslnger belicves ihat ovent a susll sesture {rom
the Allios would yield a larve divicend 1n easlug the pressurc of
veterans' impatisnce and swovthing Lno way for Corasn-illied xilitary
collaborution, .

be Taking 11 account of tha hazards of mblic oninion voth
in Cermany and abroad, and attespting Vo achleve a realistic esiiuate
of what iz cdesirable and puscible for tac ferans and the Allies,




the most influsntial azong the ccaservative former senior officery=—
Heusinger, Priessner, Speidel, Matzky, Schwerin, etc.——have con-
sistently argued that:

(a) There should be no attempt to reopen ihe cases with a
view toward setting aside the convictions;

(b) There should be no general pardon or nass relcasej

(c) ¥hatever is dono should be done gradually, wquietly,
inconspicuocusly, and without public statemesnta.

S. As examples of what they conalder possible and desimbio,
these officers suggosts

(a) Paroles for the vexy aged, i.e. for tiose over 70.

(b) Hedical paroles or iransfer to eivilian hoapitals for
the ailing.

(c) Sagregation from common criminals,
(d) Examption fyom such indignitios as the perlodic body

6. Our purpose in bringing the above to your atteation is
asrely to report the attitude of influentisl German military circlea.
It should not be interpreted as an attempl on our part to Influcnce
policy on this sensitive and controveralal subjlect.

7. The above information has beon disseainatad to the Directors
of the Offise of Intelligenco, HICCU and Intelligence Diviaion, EUCOM.
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