BoTA

DECLASSIFIEDAND RE
| LEASE
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEUNg;

Conversation with General HEUSINGER SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPT gy
3829
11 #emaooey July 1956 NAZIWAR CRIMES g
L SCLOSURE AQY

l. I made a special trip to Bonn just a few days pricr to my dopartui‘o
from the German Mission for the specific purpose of spsnding an evening with General
HEUSINGER and his wifee E S i - ]who was also pre~ent in Bonm on other
bus:lnasﬁ, joined us for dinner with Mrs, HEUSINGER at their home at #5 Brombergweg
on the Vemusberg above Bonn. Retrimy mxmakx

2. Th; stiactimochockoxdnemoncheyee situation in the Defense Ministry is

generally irmproved since our last mesting mors than six months age but extremely
serious problems still face Defense Minister BLANK and his staff. The quantity
and quality of American support, the willingness and capability of the U.8 Xxzmmx
Forcoﬁ to assist both in the United gtates and in Germany with tréining matters
and the general relationship between the German Defense Ministry and U.S.Forces
are. no longer problems; U.S. aid and support mmxm are completioly satisfactory.
x:oooooccocint The political problems related to remilitarization are, however,
assuming discouraging proportions

2, HEUSINGER arrived home xf a few minutes after our arrival; my first
impression was that he look xmx® harried and tired.fnoodooaogocxes Our conversatior

during the next four or five hours gaxmacxie}yxeimxx provided a numbor of reasons

why he should be, During this time we explored a numbexi~ of 5nterest,;d\ questions: .=
What aré the implications of the SPD commitment to drop the Wenrpflicht? Wha.ﬁ/w?ll- -
be the BHE and FDP position on the Wehrpflict? Can the SPD conceivably form a

coslition with the BHE and the FDP 4h 19577 M3k Will the 96,000 man comhitment for
this year be met? Whet are the prcblems releted to this? What is the aurpent strength
and mAke up of the forces? Yas the Def Min satiafied with the 9000pplﬁs crntingent
ptéked up from the Grenzechutz? Are U,S, material and training aid adequate? Are

you having any problems in your rslations with U.S. Forces? What will hapren




after you have re.ched a 100,000 man level? & 500,000 man l~vel? What do

you anticipate the Soviets will do to further dolayv this davelopment? Are

you satisfied with the orgenization of the Def Min? What is your estimate of
public sentiment regarding the new German Army? How are the reforms associated
with the name of BAUDISSIN working out? How do you think the future development
continuing development of the German Defense Forces will effect the basic

issue of reunification? Of NATO? The following iz a summary of what I

found to be HEUSINGER's views on these and related immmmdx matters discussed:

a., Current Status of Remilitas ation: With the recent transfer of

almost 10,000 men from the Grenzschula; Germany now has almest 33,000 men

sbooaere in her forces. Thexs are more than {00070f these are officers——

almost none of Which are e is a real problem

the NCO grades, Unlées +ive recruijant campaign

the 96,000 year figlire chunot be me}”and e cadres to hdpdlse”’the draftees will

Ohe pay of soldiers

has 1i{tla anp=al &fi tyé German of ose ywung who ara\Interested in

military career pfs concsrned that Army may, becadyse of eithwr political

or technical alopments, be redysed iN siza hafore it ever r~aches\the planned
size of 500,000 Once the dpfftess are training a certain percentage will

adjust well to the 1life a3y elect to s

-



as Current Sintus of Remilitarizobtiant With the reaca®t transler of alinet 10,000

inen frnan %he Grenzschuiz, Geruens now hug almost 33,000 men in.her armed forces, Hore
than 5000 of tanese, are, nowever, officers---almost none of which vere brouéht nu active
duty in the judior officer ranks. The shortsore 27 qualified N20s is even more scute; no
solution gor staffing out trhe HMCO grades for %hs nlanned cadre units in the 96,000 man

force which 1s the early 1957 goal has been founds General HEUSINGEE expressed the

oninton that an immedinte and ef<ective rccruaitment cemnalen may nartially solve the

cadre nroblem in the enlisted grades but will do little to offset the basic causes

for the lack.of resvonse to Minister 3LANK's efforts to Yuild un the forces, He enuzerated
these as: (a) the nay of soldiers cannni commete with s-~lsries on the German econnmy, (b) a
militery career has little anmeal fo the young German in 1956,(c) young Germans who are
interested in a mili%sry career =re caoncerned thnt the Armv may, because of either
political or techniqcl develovnents, be reduced In rize before 1% ever renches the nlanned
size of 500,000, On the longer range develammnet of 2 cowmatent groun of CHs, General
HEUSINGER was more oohtinmistice Once the Ara”t is irmlemented and the “irst classes have
exwierenced the renlities of 1li®e in the ierman -.rmed forses, © zixmxaie norcentage

of the Ara“teas will nrobatly elext to stay in the servise, If, however, the first classes
are badly t-ainzd and imvroverly harniled lLecsuse of the vn-ireat acute lack of e training
WCO cedre, the .future reenlistment nrogram will frce rough noiﬁg.

be U.S. EQUIPMMNT nnd TRAINT Yy SUPPORT: General HEUSINGEA exorossed cowmnlete

satisfeaction wish %he ascirionce veing received frou the U.S. Armed Forceé ilissione

In recent years EZUSIY.ER had oxuressed %0 me his concern tnat (&) the Germens would
initially receive 2nd class U,S, enuinment, (b) fhe acuinment would de handled via a
SHAPZE arus pool subdject 5o meliticel oressures and wndue control by the French, (c) tne
U.S. military lenders were nnt leing sufficently eative in Bonn and (&) the Germans

wouls extrrzirt find themzelves with sgaldiers and tralneess hWefpre U.S. training and

D

2id could be orgenized, He admitied tint all ~7 %5 avorsheasisas had been proved




groundless. He spoke glowingly of tﬁe rerctisn of the first offiserx stwleuts back frow
courses in the U.S. In this connection he Aiverged todiscuss the »rohlen of languoge in
the NATO world and emmhasized tihe izportance the Fedaral iejudlic would give to Euglish and
French in their trzining, He s noke with enthusnism of thc recent ceremony at Bremsrhaven
merking éhe first major delivery of acw soninment, He told me that he had %mtkedx

snoken for five minutes in Inglislk: to the consternation of most of tie Gerran -iress

. renresentatives who later requested German text, !emid that he himself was uneble to

keep up with the details of *he equinment »rodblem and recounted his »wn surwnrise
on hearing frowm 2 cadrs tank battalisn commander that he elready had almist the full
complement of U,S. Mel?7g, In short, General BHUSINGE? i3 satisfied with his Ux&

relatinns with the U.S., ¥nrcose.

¢. The American MAVK: Ye were norticularly interested to learn that the Germans

will equin their armored units exclusively with American armor equioment, Somethﬁng over
a year ago I had smoken with General HEUSONGER shortly after his return from avisit to
the UK which had include? demsnatrations of the CETTUZIOY, At that time HEUSINGER
indicated that they preferrcd the.CEHTURIOH and would -robably equioxe the German units
with this sumerior piece of equipment, NEUSINGER imzxixtedcihmtxxxix said that it hed
becomre ewnarent Auring the pest yesr that training, sunnly and maintemance nroblems

would be greatly simnlified by the adontion of only U,S, armored eg:ivment., He did not
comment on ais views on‘the rospoctive merits of Amer? an and Sritish araored vehicles,

aJ The German ROLE in SHATE! Regardless of how bedly things my be going in the

building un of an Arwy, it will not.be.long beforc the German units under erms will

roughly equal the limited stremgix corbat units thet the French s4411 hsve on the
coutinent, HIUSIVIRR left nc rovon for doubt thet the Gerrans wenld »ress for a more

zctive role in SHAPE comwsnis once *he Faderal Remublic's combet strength and effectiveness

and be cnivsred wisth thet af tre Frenci, HRexxrixtrg In commentinz on tiie French role in

by the French Marshall

SLAPY, dEUSINGER recnlled s nonversnation with General JUIN during a visit in recent months,
JUIN had been intcresied in the ectahlizhmént of 2 military commend #n the Worth
African area which would be associnted with but nat subordinste to SHAPE and would be

e T - . U . lected
3 ii cand e AT JESITOEN felt tnet thts thinuxing reflec
eonsidered a rillsary Qr&?ﬂ;ZFtlua A TATO, udﬂuLuum; felt




a mixture of France's wolitical urohléms and Marshall JUIN's own ambitionse HEUSTUUEZR
exvressed the viaw thét it had not been ensy for either TJUIN or MITANIERY to accewt
subordinate military roles to & fSenaral ug young as General WCit3TAD nnd *ast this had
vndoubtedly nlayed a role in JUIN's decisiou %o pive mm his SHARPE Buravnesn Comrand,

€o Ge man Officers in SHAPE Assirmmenta: Witn Eaglisi and Trench well established

a9 the dominant langusges in SHAPE, any Geruan ofiser that Hees not have fluency in one

or the other will Xzxm, HIEUSI'GER ferels, have little chsnce of success in a SHAPE nost.

He noted the case of a German nfficer whn is fluent in French kdx, assigned to JUIN's

hesdquarters and successfully verformédg the mosition of chief of logisticse ImzgEnmxxi

IRexoeakxtimexHEUSIVGER will etsexnt to Incr-nse the number of German oificers assigned
: united
to SHAPE vositinns although he feels that the enthusiesr for a2 permxmm Zurovwean solution

has mlost ground during recent months,

f, Owgmnization of the UYeusmsn Defense Ministry: Noting the large number of

heads .
denartmentx which are Airectly resmonsible to the Minisier and the equally bboad

and unmensgeahle character of SPEIDEL's "Joint staff", UBUSTYGER said thet his own role
is beeoming mcre'ana more thot of anoffice dealing with nroblers thrt overflow from

both BLAMK's and SPRIDZL's nffices, Nn reorgsiizstian of the linistry will be considered,
iiowever, until the »onding legislstinn on orgznization hes besn "2ssed. A very real
consideration, he 2dmitted, wes the comnsrstirely l-rse number of general officers that
could be justified in the nresent orgenization. Generals broucht on duty now would, he
said, be available 2nd familisr with Ministry nroblems at the time thet the aztual
fermation of Piwidimasx troom units gess underwsye The first Corps will nrobn?ly he formed
cixt year unde the commend of CGeneral MATK¥ MATZKY, nresunt commender of 3GS troovs,
MATZKY Will wrobably Ve cellad to duty in the Army ns 2 Majosr General (two siars)e General
von SCHWTRIN is ecurrently discussing wizh HII'STYGI™ the -ossibility tnat ne migﬁt he

Lt.
rec2lled to active duty as & dhmomxaxg General----hiz rank st the end 22 the waor,

MO T AT N //"“
HZSTUGER feels that this 12 out of the Queshinn and is orcased in nringcinle to recalléd 5

e
officer's to Aduty are reduced ran:s,




Ge HIEUSIMCIR's View on MufMG TRANCE: ITLGIMER heg come o regerd YE'DTS FRA'TME

28 the individuul wost resnwonsidle for the dastruntisn of the EIC »hilosovhy. During

the actnusl events o7 the sumrer of 1954 he had not, ne =aid, been nne of those Bexrramix
Subseguent events

Gerrans who hal wointed tae finger 21 gotusatinn at MIDES PUWICE, Apckimooaxxagxxed X

heve convinced him that !ZDES FRAICE, anong the Buroheisas end excluding the Britisnh,

muxt will hisotricelly assume the rols of the destrayer of twmimirxtx¥mrmwexuinimrxx

a fregile but nomilarteginning of a Euranesn Union,

he BEARMAMENT Vs RWINTIFICATION: fencral ETNSIN:ER feels that once the Federsl

becomres a reality
Rewublic army, slthough only in cadre s treagth slightly ineccess of 100,000, the Soviets

o

will sgain move ¥o utilize this issue t9 spIXLMARP destroy SHAPE and WATO, If the Soviets
mukw were to make a sugzestion tihat all foreign forces he withdrawn fror both Sexmamy
fvikexfterpanvRexmihtixax Fost snd VUest Germeny, HEWSINERA Feels thet even s very monular
and strong German government would hzve dlf"cul‘v in obtsining wovular sunmport f§r the
continued statinning of V.S. and British trooms in Germany, 3evond that he feels that
to ask for the withirawel 66 foreign %troous
Ihexrex a nolitical move in Ge menyy under these cirenmstances wmight weRl vprove contagious
farei
in the other wextmr Buronean Countriers in whiZﬁféiz?E forces are stationed, HEUSINGIER
Aire

does not belicve thnt such 2 msve would necessarily bg iié:é;;iiixxlinked wvithx with
the reuniflnnt‘ﬂn nucstion. He feels thrt the Weet should nﬁt seriously conelder any
Soviet offer thet does nnt include concrete Soviet stens to free the Satellite areas of
Soviet controls but does not offer sny solutinn as to just how the T'nited Stotes aﬁd
other NATO eountries covld, he meaceful methods, remsin in Germany if »ublic oninion
favored sx 2 withdréwal of troops, HTSIMIGER s2id tiie he had In fact talked over this
eventuality with Chaneellor ATRIAUFR e errly ns 1054,

(Comment: The UPSWING estimate on this point is, I beliecve, very firm,
UPSWING feels that the Soviets will d-aocsuny themselves with econamic matters during the

naxt five years ~nd will do nothing 45 Aisturb the mresent inclusion of the Satellites

and the GDR In tha contrslled Sovict econamic orbit, )




1, The 1957 Elections: Forec~stine nn the nsuteome of the Germen 1957 elections

is, at this time, a woste of time »ni energy in HFPSZW§EH'S opionion. The substantial
elements in the German nolitical picture (econoric nrosmerity, ? years of buidling an?
recovery under Adencuer, no immedizte ccncern of Warld War IIT ete.) suggest that
an election might bring ebout no signifizant chrnees if held today. There are, he
elements
edmitted, & number of fxmtmrs thet have develomed Aduring the west year wrkah with which
molitical anzlusts are speculnting, Most of tiese =re, however, factors thet conld be
fully reversed in the year that lles ahead, HFU'SI'FER lends great jmmortance to the
strength of the SPD in 1ts onnositian to Aring biusiness wit“_the Fankow Regime, In spite
of the carefully worded recent SPD m=xky resolution rega~ding the military draft, he
nronsiders an SPD[FDP/BHE coalition with no wilitaryv drat slmret icmossible, Thus, he
does not feel that the remilitsrization of Germany will be decisively influenced b~
internal Fed Ren political developments.'

J. U,S. Represent=tion in Bonn: HIUSIWCFR gnoke denloringly of the tremendnus

turnover of qualified U,S, revwresentatives in Gernany during the lzst yuxxx year and

varticularly in the lest months, In this connesction he nnted the activities of

Soviet Ambassador ZORIV (this was a weelr bevore ZOKIN's demrrture wess amounced) which

he commared only with t sse of Frannois POUNET-—=long the abjrct of much admiration by
. PR S

both of the HEUSING™Rs,

ko HEUSINGER =nd SPRIDEL: There !s matxseewtimm very obvisusly a rift develoning

between Germany's two ton Gensvala, Thig dates heck to the d~rs whex SPRINIL wes
A
earrying out his nolitical and xatkex , ATEUS TIFR's oniadosn, apen=rotively »lessent

duties in Paris w’th the Interip EDC Bleanning Gronn whils JPASITONY  was foned vith

often ur-leagant and certainly mact dssanding 4ask of eatting the Germnn Defancs

Ministry organizede Up to tio last mmant, EAUSING R had ewvected thutl he wouli be  the

only tkrese star officer initiallr anmainied and wns 2encerned with "losking abguifor

ssmothing dor SPUIDEL to do", Most gxmmrgs individuals wan nre well informed o0 the

. . , \ - 1e5 Larned
intricacies of the German pilitsry airrarchy feel fhiet the tadliss wereiclejrly virneg




when SPRIDNEL became hend o) . che very astive Denartment IV a) Waint Staff" with

w-To e
HAFTSTHCGER moved nutwerd and upwerd to hzadvmixthe act 25 a nlanner and »lsnning
; ra : ¢

coordin~tor for the "Joint shiefg"--wci, =, the W o
3] Wiafy 1. e 92 Junls 28 tae three serygimvamd

service denartments and SBEIDEL., Addlit® mally, SPLIDEL is Ymown to muintein very

niaf of the German In“elligence Service,

.

a o~ e -, Ty~ » » P~ oy N
nd Defense Minister 3LANKnimslef, HEUSI™2 seems to be quite removed from many

‘0f the immortant d

Ny

ay %o day develomaents in the "joint ataff" which will hzve far

reaching impect on the charaster of the Gorman F’orcas; THE unresolved question of

a 4 star Generel Officer f : G Y
ficer for the Uerman Forces 1s nrodahly another elément which %ends

to keev relations between HEUSI ‘iR and SPRIDEL on 2 dge.

L. REYORH S IY THT Gt ATD FORCES: The reform movement which blcgsomed

in the widst of gen~ral »ubdlic enthusiasm for doing away with the "sld CGerman ermy"
during the early days of the BLANK office is, according to HRSIN'TR, enbagxizsxghexx
rerirdrrfxemxbirex being critieized by meny of the very members of the Bundestag

who were in the vanguard of the reforuers just a few ye2rs aco.

uniform, ,ﬁhawabwmmfwmemwww%MM&‘t s

irae o aaid

W

cer tatn The first varades
in Bonm an¢ the anneavence of the derman 2ffizers and soldiers in wublic and, indeed,
the expériem.c,sl of l‘che first enliiers in barracks nave wroduced a flood of ckxktx
criticism of theynifara znd many of the distinctly new customs of the German
srmed forces thot Lq yeen desiened to minizize essocintion with the Wehrmacht and
: ,
its predecessora, HERIVANR says shot the rofari movement intentinnally was nermitted
to go to some &btremes, 1, recoggition of ths fanviteble reaction thnt would result, -

HTUSTYERR stirdustly summnriwed Gra!‘ BAUDISSIN ns hieving followed an enlighteded and

sorract MTHETEGeT



