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1. I made a special trip to Bonn just a few days prior to my departure

from the German Mission for the specific purpose of spending an evening with General

HEUSINGER and his wife. 3who was also prevent in Bonn on other

business, joined us for dinner with Mrs. HEUSINGER at their home at #5 ' Brombergweg

on the Venusberg above Bonn. imatmodampactx

2. The siabodateembonliestrilanroanadiscpx situation in the Defense Ministry is

generally improved since our last meeting more than six months ago but extremely

serious problems still face Defense Minister BLANK and his staff. The quantity

and quality of American support, the willingness and capability of the U.8 frimeNx

Forces to assist both in the United §tates and in Germany with training matters

and the general relationship between the German Defense Ministry and U.S.Forces

are no longer problems; U.S. aid and support Norm are completely satisfactory.

xacorxxacazabra ' The political problems related to remilitarization are, however,

assuming discouraging proportions

2. HEUSINGER arrived home a a few minutes after our arrival; my first

impression was that he look mrxr harried and tired.idurexienzgearacni Our conversatior

during the next four or five hours gaxamochniambooduar provided a number of reasons

why he should be. During this time we explored a number of interest 'ad' questions:

What are the implications of the SPD commitment to drop the Wehrpflicht? 	 "

be the BHE and FDP position on the Wehrpflict? Can the SPD conceivably form a

coalition with the BHE and the FDP i 1957? Mitt Will the 96,000 man comatment for

this year be met? Whet are the problems related to.this? What is the current strength

and make up of the forces? Was the Def Min satisfied with the 9000pplus cantingent

ptaked up from the Grenzechutz? Are U.S. material and training aid adequate? Are

you having any problems in your relations with U.S. Forces? What will happen
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after you have re,ched a 100,000 man level? A 500,000 man level? What do

you anticipate the Soviets will do to further delay this development? Are

you satisfied with the organization of the De Min? What is your estimate of

public sentiment regarding the new German Army? How are the reforms associated

with the name of BAUDISPIN working out? How do you think the future development

continuing development of the German Defense Forces will effect the basic

issue of, reunification? Of NATO? The following is a summary of what I

found to be HEUSINGER's views on these and related immix matters discussed:
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a. Current Stetns of Remi1itrizi1n: With the re ,!f, ot trnnsfor of al:nst 10,000

men from t)o. Grenzochntz, Gcran7 now h 	 almnot 33,000 men in her armed forces. More

than 5000 of tnese, are, however, officers---almost none of which were brought on active

duty in the jultior officer ranks. The shortnre of qualified NMs is even more acute; no

solution for staffing out the NCO grales for the nlanned cadre units in the 0,000 man

force which is the early 1957 goal has been found. General HEUSINGER expressed the

opinion that an immediate and effective recruitment campaign may partially solve the

cadre problem in the enlisted grades,but will do little to offset the basic causes

for the lack . of resnonse to Minister 3LAHK's efforts to build un the forces. Hn enumerated

these as: (a) the nay of soldiers cannot compete with s:.. laries on the German economy, (b) a

m i litary career has little anneal to the young German in 1956,(c) young Germans who are

interested in a militp ry career p re ccnc ,-rneo. thot the Army may, because of either

nelitical or technic-1 developments, be reduced in 5. :Ize before it ever renehes the planned

size of 500,000. On the longer range develnnmnet of a cn7 ,natent groun of NCOs, General

TM:SINGER was more ontimistic. Once the draft is imnlemente .:1 and the it classes have

exnierenced the realities of li-re in he ;armar, .,rmed forces, !;, irtxxxhia p7,rcentage

of the dra f tees will nrobably clet to stay in the servi.7ee If, however, the first classes

are badly trained and ir , roberly handled becauoe of the pr-i7eat acute lack of a trining

NCO cadre, the futurereenlitment proram will ff, ce rcugh roing,

b. U.S. EOUIKENT and TRAIT'TG SUPPMRT: General HEUSIVG:.:A exor•-•ssed complete

satisfaction with the assi: . tance beinc received fro; the U.S. Armed Forces Mission.

In recent years HE	 had expressed to co his cc,ncern thnt (a) the Germans would

Initially receive 2nd class U.S. orlui]ment, (b) the equipment wyold be handled via . a

SHAPE amo; pool subject to politicel pressures -snd undue control by the French, (c) the

U.S. military lenders were nntteing suffiently e.:tive in 7ionn and (d) the Germans

wou16. kxxtxxEtsi ftnd t!:emelvcs with soldiors and trainees before U.S. training and

aid could be orgenized. He admitted	 ell n f is a, !nrehenst , ns htld been proved



groundless. He spoke glowingly of the ree p tien of the first offi3era students back . from

courses in the r.s. In this connection he diverged to d iscuss the oroblem of lancuage in

the NATO 'world and emnhasized the i:nortance the Federal Aepablie would give to Euglish and

French in their tmininge He spoke with enthus ecism of the recent ceremony at Bremerhaven

marking the first maj or delivery of now enuinment. He toll me that he had taikEdx

snoken for five minutes in rnglish to the consternation of most of the Ger7an .)ress

renresentatives who later requested. German text. !(e .id that he himself was unable to

keep up with the details of the eqvinment nroblem end recounted his own surprise

on hearing from a cadrs tank battalion comannder that he lready hod almlst the full

eminlement of U.S. M-47o. In short, General SBUSING7? is satief3ed with his tha

relations with the U.S. Forces.

c. The American ".',A7IK: We were norticularly interested to learn that the Germans

will equip their armored units exclusively with American armor equinment. Something over

a year ago I had snoken with General HEI FSONGER shortly after his return from avisit to

the LT which had incluOed demonstretions of the CE'!TITRI011. At that time HEUSINGER

indicated that they Preferred the CENTATRION and would nrobablv equip= the German units

with this seperior piece of equipment. HEUSINGER inziostedxtitatxxxix said that it had

become apnarent during the nest yenr that training, sunray and maintenance problems

Would be greatly simplified by the adoption of only U.S. armored eq':ipmeut. He did not

comment on his views on the respective merits of Amer! an end 3ritish armored vehicles.

di The German ROLE in SHA'E: Regardless of how badly things may be going in the

building up of an Army, it will not be long before the German units under arms will

roughly equal the limited strEn04 combat units that the French still have on the

continent. NEUSINGER left nc rnon for doubt thPt the Germans weld press for a more

ectiee role in SHAPE commons once the Federal Reeublic's comb p t strength and effre.tiveness

end, be co7nered with that of the Frencii. Hitxmaiztni In commentin g on the French role in
. by the 7rench Marshall

HEUS=EA recalld a conversation with Genrral JUIN during a visit in recent months.

JUIN had been interested in the etebliehment of a military command tbn the North

African area which would be aesocieted with bet not sebordinPte to SHAPE and would be

considered a mill:Pry r2nisrti	 f	 O.	
ELSI'.:G1:e felt that t:o's thiMeine reflected



a mixture of France's Politicel problems and Marshall OR TIN I s own ambitions. ii-ELTSIER

eroressed the view thot it had not been ensy for either . 11:IN or VT.TmGnM71? to accept

subordinate military roles to a General . s young as General 70'AD nnd that this had

undoubtedly raved a role in jUIN's decision to rive op his SH,-tn Eurineen Commond.

e. Ge man Officers in SHAPE Assirnments: With Enlisi . and French well established

as the dominant lanperes in SHAPE, any German of ficer that Sees not have fluency in one

or the other will icamm, HIMMER feels, have little chance of success in a SHAPE nost.

He noted the case of a German officer who is fluent in French Mt, assicned to JUINIs

heeelqUarters and successfully performkig the nosition of chief of logistics. Im74PPummi

thmrmemkxtimmxHEUSINUEA will attemnt to incr ,-ase the number of German officers assigned
united

to SHAPE positions although he feels that the enthusiasm for a elms= Euronean solution

has mlost cround during recent months.

• f. Omganization of the GeAman Defense Ministry: Noting the large number of
heads

department' which are directly resnonsible to the Minister-and the equally bdoad

and unmanageable character of SPEIDEL l s "joint staff", EIMST IT(1-ER sai d that his own role

is becoming more and more thot of inoffice dealing with nrob/ems thPt overflow from

both BLArK i e and SPEIDEL's offices. No reorgalizetion of the Rinistry will be considered,

however, until the	 nding legislation on organization hes been nossed. A very real

consideration, he admitted, WPS the comnp rAt17ely lrrsre number of general officers that

could be justified in the present organization. Generals brought on duty now would, he

said, be available and familiar with Ministry oroblems at the time thPt the actual

formetion of idattimmx troop units gets underway, The first Corps will probably be formed

nzxt year unde the commne of General WWI MATZKY, pres,mt commen l er of 3GS troops.

MATZKY Will probably be called to duty in the Army es a Major General (two stars). General

von SOMMIN is currently discussing wi7h TwsINGrn the nossiblity that he might be
Lt.'

recalled to active duty as a itxmlxxxxt General----his rank Ft the end of the WE'T o

i-F.7.'f-117IGT,R feels the. t,- this 1.-.= out of the T.:e5tion .ond is on- .os ,:d in 1)r'. n.ciple to recalled

officer's to duty are r,,.:duced ranzs,



g. HEUSTnO.l•a's  View on ?4".CPTe.S FRANON: It7 • :3I t •ER hes cline to recard	 'DS FRA10E

as the individual most reeeofteible for thr destreetion ni the EDC nhilosoehy. During

the actual 'events of the summer of 1954 he hnd not, he said, been one of those aarmssettx,
Subsequent events

Gerrans who hal eointed the finer oineeesatien Let =DES F/ACE. iletztirmeaxxemeatx

have convinced him that =DES F7AJCE, among the Eureeeens an& excluding the British,

must will hisotrically assume the role of the destroyer of txmiubutttistxxxxstftiummx

a fragile but nonularteginning of a Eurenenn Union.

h. !VAX:AMU Ts RETTIFICATION: qeneral Y777 SIII :Flt feels that once the Federal
becomes a reality

Benublic army, although only in cadre strength slightly ineccess of 100,000, the Soviets

will again move Sro utilize this issue to suittXMILTO destroy SHAPE and NATO. If the Soviets

eznks were to make a Suggestion that all foreign forces be wither gewn from both Qmxtuumm

mkxtkexammuszy2kunkiimsx East and Vest Germany, HE TTSMPA feels that even s very nonnlar

nnd strong German government would. heve difficulty in obteining nopuler sunport for the

continued stationing of U.S. and British troons in Germeay, Beyond that he feels that
to ask for the wethdrawal 66 foreign troops

tkervax a nolitical move in Ge manyOner these circeestances might well prove contagious
foreign

in the othPr imstmor Euronean Countries in ehicW.SHAP.71 forces nee stationed. MIMING:TR
eirectly

does not believe that such a move would necesserily by trmatimtnixx/inked witkx with

the reunification question. He feels thet the West should not seriously consider any

Soviet offer that does net include concrete Soeiet stens to free the Setellite areas of

Soviet controls but does not offer rely solution as to lust how thr rnited States and

other NATO countries eould, be 'Peaceful methods, remaiu in Germany if nubile opinion

fevored us a withdrawal of troops, i!"'SI7TGER snid the he had in fact talkea over this

eventuality with Chneeellor AT.33 n.s o r, r 1 7 r,s 1954.

(Comment: The UPS;/IN estimate on this point is, I believe, very firm..

UPSWING feels that the Soviets will eeeocenny themselves with ecenemic metters during the

next five years end will do re-thing to ci.istrb the nresent inclusion of the Setelliten

end the GDR In the oontrelled Se viet ecenomic orbit. )



i, The 1957 Elections: rorecastin a. on te outc ,s me of the German 1957 .1ections

is, at this time, a wnste of time NO energy in 117.7 1Si'■:.ER's opionion. The substantial

elements in the German political picture (economic Pros perity, 7 years of buidling an:]

recovery under Adenvaer, no immediate concern of World War III etc.) suggF . et that

an election might brint,-; about no sIgnif i cant chaws if held today. There are, he
elements

admitted, a number of harbum that have developed during the np st year rckbeh with which

political analusts are specupting. .Most of these :=re, however, factors thet could be

fully reversed in the yenr that lies ahead.. FIET TSMER lends :reat importance to the

strength of the SPD in its opposition to d r. ing business wit' , the Pankow Regime, In site

of the carefully worded recent SPD paxty resolution regarding the military draft, he

considers an SPD/FDP/BHE coalition with no military- draft alm15,t impossible. Thus, he

does not feel that the remilitarization of Germany will be decisvely influenced bv

internal Fed Ren political developments.

J. U.S. Representation in Bonn: . 117,USI I. ,M:711 sPoke deploringly of the tremendous

turnover of aualified U.S. rePresentatives in Gemany during the lrst xxxxx year and

particularly in the last months. In this connection he noted the activities of

Soviet Ambassador ZORIN (this was a week. bevore ZORIN I s departure w=s announced) which

he compared only with t ose of Francois PMCRT---long the objfct of much admiration by

both of the REUSING'Rs.

k. HEUSINGER and SPFIDEL: There is matxrpcemtimi very obviously a r!ft developing

between Germany's two ton Gen rals. This dates bf-ec to th .: f1 a7s when SnIDEL wps

fmrryine out his political Find ratkmx . ,AWS	 oniftion,ontn:,,rntively nlensent

duties in Pens w'th the Int e rim EDC B111ni rw Grou p w1 17 1 0.1 wes facedvith

often u7 P laasant end certainly most	 tas'‹ of of-ettiN; the Ger7n.niDefa1se

Yinistry organized.. Up to to lastmlment, li -J.77 7S=R had e--,:oucted that he won1 , 1 be :.0e

,:oncerned with "lo .)king aboutIr

intricacies	

im thm
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'Wien SI57IDEL became he 	 o) che ver;r a.otive Denertment IV n): !Joint Staff" with

HEUSIITGER moved outward and upwp rd to ksadxumxthe ant . oc a nlanner and planninr

coordin'Itor for the "joint 	 . t ; :c, '1,.n 3 of tie %hree stxrcIaxamet

service departments and SBEIDEL. Ad4iton n 1ly, SEIDEL is known to mvintain vory

close relations with General (Ret)	 Lr. Chif of the German Intelligence Service,

and Defense Y.inister 31,1QT/Carns1ef. ITTESI7: seems to be quite removed from many
of the innortent dny to d pydevelonmcnts in the "joint staff" which will have far

reaching impact on the character of t:e. German Forces. 	 THli unresolved question of

a 4 star General Officer for tha German Forces is probably another element which tends

to keep relations between HEUSI iR and SPEIDEL on edge.

L. WORR S IT THE 021.W.1100 FoRCES: The reform movement which blcssomed

in the midst of genr ral lublic enthusiasm for doing away with the "old German army."

during the early days of the BLAJTIC office is, according to HECSI772, ejEbt&XtkIXZEVIXOCX

3010±121102/00MIXiARXX being criticized by many of the verr members of the Bundestag

who were in the van<zuard of the reformers lust a few years no. 04460,0mwelA..4he 

unifor,m,,,,,trija,abaa44193tr.of,rmenr-obtimp.irisbA4*01444/444L,,teent,freet-t ,t...ttfLa.r4144‘,,a

The fi-t Parades

in Bonn al4 the appearc , nce of ' Vnti f.lermen offi2ers and soldiers in nublic and, indeed,

the expiriest.es of the first solThrs in berr ,Acks hive .)roduced a flood of cx

criticism of the uniform rnd many of the di3tinctly new customs of the German

armee forces thnt I'd been desined to minimize asnoci7ttion wi.th the Vehrmacht and

Its predecessors. 1121-, INA says th rq t 1 te rform move r7,ent intentionally WaS permitted

to go to some ktremes,	 recogOtion of th ,,	 reoction thnt would result.

H.7.71.7SPIDER st4 ndstly- sunnorLed Grm A 111.7)ISSPT rs hrorint'.: followed an enlighteded and

correct profg-am.E


