SUBJ: Conversation vith General idolph Heusinger, T April 1957 (Cont!')

10, Discusaing the strain on German and U.3. relationa which
started, according to the Gerwans, with the "Ladford Plan* and gained
renaved intensity in the months immodiately following Sues, Heusinger
noted the definite split in the German Foreign Office with von Brentano
and Hallstein frequently left ocut of important discussioms betwsen
Chanceller Ademauar and the NATO Ambassador Blankenhorn--—always in
the presomos of the ubigquitous Felix von Eekherdt.

11. In anewering my question about the backgroumd of the 1
atoryofomralmnmagooaths *"Thinned-Cut Ione" strategy
the ladelicd “Heusinger's Idea®, he stated that his ideas h-d

oot uvwcﬂmgsddm:hadlmwahlkuthmmtm
theme in July 1956. He believes that a witbdraml of both Soviel amd
¥.8. forces fyrom Europs should coms about, leaving a militarily
rthinned-out sone®, only atter Germam reunification and with freely
slscted regimes establisisd in both Poland and Czschoglovaida. Amy-
thing less than this would, be maintains, be militarily unacceptable
in terms of Buropean security. .

12, Heuwsimgwr mid that he was pleased to note that “Gehlien s
now in and everything sesms to be settled". Equally important, he
described Colansl Wessel, Chisf of the Militsry Seourity Serviss, as
"one of Wy officers” which ssams to indicate that the fewd between
Heusinger and his former deputy wirich developed over the inflnense
of Kiolmermsegg and Oster in the intelligence departmsnt of the Mimistry
has boen smicably resclved. I commented on our cbvious satisfsetion
with thess developments and urged that Heusinger give sows attention
to getiing the questien of Defenss Minmistry amd (0I5 relations in the
ELIXT and CUMINT fislds straightensd out vremptly to avedd losing
Mhmnlnthouﬁaldathatwdghtbeﬂh]hhwﬂmthm
next few years.

13. Inasaueh as Heusinger has had diecussions with the Secretary
of State, Assistant Seeretary of Defense and numermus senior silitsry
officials during the past fortnight, I am not making a dissemination
as intelligence of eny of Heusinger's opinions,
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JAMES H, CRITCRF1.LD
Deputy Chief, Eastern Europs Division
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