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"":4fle irmates are under strict supervision, being forced to work to the limit
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Report : Answer to Per:.odio Intalliganoa Q\mstxonnau'a, UIS Sep-Oct 1945. !

Quesation U.S. s R. # 5 : What has been tho economic effect of the recent
annesty for lesser offonaes ?
Answer -'E-‘ 5 1 All persons in the USSR who have been given prison gentences

and who are able to woark are placed ix:labor camps by the -
NKVD (People's Commissariat for Interior Affairas). These camps are under .
the cantrol of the Section for Natiomal Security (formerly the OGPU) and o

of their ability. The NKVD had great successes in that respaot. Mogt of the
- famous railroads and canals 'the white sea canal, the Moscow-Volgacamal, the
Baikal-Amur Railroad) as well as most of the gigantis” “industries in the
Ural end in Siberia have. been erected with forced labors | Imprisonsd engineers
and other experts did very valuable research and special work in offices ° |
and laboratories which were erected for that particular purpom. Discharged ‘
convicts are included immediately in the production pmcass. They do not !
have a free choice of their place of work, but are used wh.ere thelr ‘qualific- |
‘ a‘l::.ons show that they are needed the most. They have neither the possibility .
\of' free cholce of their place of work nor can they change their job later
according to their ¢m desires. A cleverly figured out system of pieoo—mges
and special premiums and dther meesures of the Soviet govarnmant dosigned

to increase production account for tha fact that the relensed cunvicta con'l:ima

to proo‘nco to the limit of th.ur eﬂpnbihty. ; . ,

It is tbarefora “hardiy possi_ble to f£ind any eaconomic repercussiona of the
amnesty e:.ther"favorabla or otherwise. ; ‘

: The propaganrh stic and paychological- effoc‘b of thess meamzras, on the |
other hand is.very important. This is true for those d:.reotly affected by
them, as well as for the entire populatiom, wuich applnuds the mnnesty ag b
evidence of the moderati.on of the course of the govermmexte :
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