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‘Question TiSSR # 2 s Fas Stalin's partiocipation in the foreign affairs lessensd
- any by devolution to azssociates ? ‘

how Stalin through his position as General Secrstary of the Politburo became
the absolute dictator of the Soviet Union and how his will was the determining

~ factor in all fields of Rygsian policy.

" This.is particularly true of questions of foreign policy, Stalin had
always manifested a vivid interest in them and managed them from behind the
stage, without himself appearing before the publlc. He broke that habit for
the first time on 23 August 1939 when he dirscted personally the megotia~ ~ |
jons with Ribbentrop for the non-aggression pact between Russie and Cermany :
and when he witnessed the signing of that treaty by Ribbentrop and Molotov. .
From then om, his participation in important negotiations with the represent- ; :
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atives of foreign countries became a general rule. In the fall of 1939 he
participated in the negotiations with Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia concerning
the condusion of pacts of nom-aggressicn and mutual sgsistance. He negotiated-
with Ribbentrop the Border and Friendship Treaty betwsen Germany and Russis of. |
28 September 1939, and later om he took part in the discussions about the’ "
detaids of the trade agreemont betwsen Germeny and Russia, In esrly 4pril 1841 I
Stalin initiated the negotiations with Tugodlavia fer the -conolusion of a.
treaty of friendship. A week latsr he personally conducted the dlacussions with
the Japanese foreign minigter Metsuoka for the conclusion of the Ireaty of !

During the se nagotiations, Stalin -had no official position in the Soviet
‘zoverment. Only on 3 May 1941 did he replace Molctov as Chairman of the !
Council of the People's Commidsars of the USSR. (Molotov kept the position f
0 head of the People's Comuissariat for Foreign Affairs)s By doing so, Stalin
‘made himself the actusl head of the governméut, As such he met the rapre sentat-
iven of the USA end Great Britain in the cmferences at Moscow, Teheran and |
Potsdam., . - o |
: : . . ¥ S ) . . ;
Up o now thers has been no indication that Stalin intends to take a = |
legser part in foreign affairs and leave them to Molotovs Tha oourse of the
;negotiations during the last conference of the foreign ministers and the role
.which Molotov playdd there prove exactly the contrary. The fact that Molotov
was forced to retract a statement he had made 11 days. before 13\,510&11- avideheoo
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" of Stalints dictatoriel interference. ‘
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" The sappesition which recently appeared that Stalin intends to retire
Prom the direoction of foreign affairs for reasons of health and leave thess,
pctivities to his associates have not been confirmed. The reception of the
Ambassador of the USA Mr. Harrimen by Stel in in Sochi shows that Stalin
still wisims to hold the threads of foreign poliecy in his owm hands.

w 1
= ) i '_.
h "
‘ ool
i .'1
iy e
e . A
- YT
. . { . I
AT (} .
0 . |,
iz R
A0
& .. i
1
s
1.
i
- .
E S P, :
E R .\2_.
R A
. C ;
- 'B -‘}
- 1
. .
- I
S : |
: i
soad -8
LY
[5-. . .
L ) .
C oI, .,

0)]
o Ne s
owt
R R
| =
— ___,U e



