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P/W • Ailger Gustav
Rank : Counsellor of Embassy
Unit, : Foreisp Office
Csptd : 19 May 1945, Salzburg.

Veracity: Believed reliable.

Report BOOWer to Periodic Intelligence Questionnaire,

Question ! U.S.SJ1. # 7 : What steps have been undertaken to organize Russian
rule in the part of Eastern Prussia to be added to the
Soviet Union t 1111 that region be placed inthe
Lithuanian pit ?	 . !

•

Answer 71 „The economic relations between East Prussia and Russia have
always been very strong cbefore the first World Tar. A =eider-0

'able fraction of the Russian export of leguminous plants was handled at the,port
'of Koenigsberg; *lido had special installations for that purpose. After thii-
Bolshevist revOlution and after trade between wussia and Germany had beah
resumed; the administration of the province of East Prussia and of the city
or Koenigsberg Made efforts to reestabliah'the former relations mith Russia. j.

As part of these attempts the Governor of East Pruisia and the Mayor of
tKoenigsberg.made an official visit to Moscow around 1926/E9. They tried to
induce.the Soviet government to routes part'of its agricultural exports
thrOugh Koenigsberg. They got a'"ftiendly reception, but their mission 'failed,

.	 because the Soviet Union.apparently considered it more advantageous to handle I,
its exports through the port of Leningrad Which had been expanded and through I

! the . port of Odessa. Even after the adsumption of power in Germany by the
NOtiS, the City of Koenigsberg continued to try to flirt with Moscow. Erich

' NOW, who wasdsade Governor of East Prussia by Hitler and later infamous
Comemissar of k:he Reich in the Ukraine, was knewn to be at the beginning in '4

favor of good economic relations between Russia and East Prussia. ,The ! Soviet 1 !
Union also pnrticdpated regularly in the Annual "German Eastern Fair"
(Deutsche Ostmesse) in Koenigsberg until about 1936.

	

1	 '
On the other head the conservative East Prussian Junkers alwaye looked

upon the Soviet goveriCnent as a thorn in their side. For this reason thM. 	I:
	Soviet gOveroment was very anxious right after the German collapse to destroyi, 	 1

this forward bastion of the German "Drang nach dam Osten" (thrust towards
the East) and to take posaession:hf East Prussia.'n Furthermore the Soviet
government'considers East Prussia as the moststrategi c:a and ,oat toritirtOOt
position forthe domination al. the Baltic Sea and the harbor of Koenigsberg I

, as a valuable supplement to th facilities of the harbor of Liepaja whit is J

in the Latvian Soviet . Republieand which was the only ice-free port at
• Russia's:disposal after Latvia's annexationcby the Soviet Union.

Informant has no concrete documentation Which mould enableThim to judge I,

to What extent the sovietiiation of East Prussia has already beei completed. •,
A considerable portion of East Prussia's population left the country before !
the Red Army marched in and another portion left
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the occupation. Thus the Soviet government 'will be able to make a clean
sweep and establish condit4ns best suited for her SIMS. This will probably
mean that East Prussia is to be a forward bastion of Russia's thrust towardedthe
Nest which could serve if necessary as a valuable "placeellarmes".

j,
Not kaawing theevents which have taken place in East Prussia in the

meantime, informauxi can only surmise the future intentions of the Soviet
government in East Prussia. basing his sappositions on his observations of 1

Russian political methods acquired during many years. Informant believes
that the Soviet government will administer East Prussia at first through a !
military government and expand it as a military and economic base. Later on i

this territory will probably be incorporated into the RSFSR (Russian Socialist
Federated Soviet Republic). The feet that East Prussia does' not have a Gammen
border with that Republic will not be a determining factor in that decision:'
the Autonomous Socialist Soviet Republic of the' Crimea is ales part of the t

RSFSR, although it is aerated from it , by the Ukraine. It is impossible to
say 'tether or not East Prussia will be, populated with Russians exclusively:
If not, the Soviet government might use the remnants of the Masurians living
'there as the "national" basis on which the fiction of an autonomous territory
will be built..	 .	 •

•	 ,

Informant considers it least probable that the Soviet goVernment will
incorporate East Prussia into the Lithuanian SSR. Lithuania has been amply I

compensated by regaining the Memel territory with the harbor Of Memel f

(Klaipeda) and the city of Milne. Furthermore the Soviet government will be
.ansious to use this!strategic base in East Prussia,as a means of exerting
pressure on Poland. 	 : -	 .


