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Question U.S5.S.R. # 7 : What steps have been undertalsn to organize Russian '
c- rule in the part of Eastorn Prussia to be added to the !

Soviet Union ? Will that region be placad in the .

Lithuanian S: R. T .

Answer “# 71 - Tha econonic relatlons between Zast Prussia and Russia have
alweys been very strong-before the firgt World Mar. A consider-s
'able fraction of the BSussian export of leguminous plants was handled at the pont
' of Koenigsberg, which had special instsllations for that purpose. After thé l]
Bolehevist revolution and after trade between Yussia and Germany had beéa 11
resuned, the administration of the province of East Prussis and of .the city :
. of Koenigsberg made efforts to reestablish the former relations with Russia.
As part of these attempts the CGovermor of East PruSsia and the Mayor of i
. Koenigsberg made an officlal visit to Moscow arcund 1928/29, They tried to I
induce. the :Soviet govermment to route a part-of Its dgri ealtural exporta i
through Koenigsberg. Thay pot a“friendly reception, but their mission failed, lgb oy
i ~ becasuse the Soviet Union apperently con sidered it more sdmtngeous to handle , =
' its exporta through the part of Leningrad which had beon sxpanded and through i L
L tha port of Odessa. - Even after the essumption of power in Germany by the - il ’ !
Na4is, the city of Koenigsberg comtimued to try to flirt with Moscow, Brich |
« ° Koch), who was.made Governor of East Prussia by Hitler and later infamous {
 Camniesar of the Beich in the Ukraine, was known to be at the beginning in * j'
favor of good ecomomic relations betwean Russia and Bagt Prussia. _The Soviet :
* Union also participated regularly in the amual "German Bastern Fafr" :
(Denatsche Ostmssses in Koenigsbarg until about 1936. s

: On the other hnnd the comservative East Pruassian Junkars always loolnad
upon the Soviet goverfinent as a thorn in their side. For this reason the
Soviet govermuent was very anxious right after the German collapae to destroy
this forward bastion of the German "Drang nach dem Qsten” (thrust towards >
the East) and to take possession’ ‘of Bagt Prussie.= Furhhamore the Soviet ° ‘i

.  government’ considers East Eruasin ‘as the most. strategio snd most important |

position forthe domimation of tne Baltic Sea and ths harbor of Koenigsberg | -
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‘'as a valuable supplement to fha facilities of the harbor of Liepaja which is
*ip the Latvian Soviet Republie’ and shich wag the only jce-free port at
Rusggia'a. disposal af'ter Latvi.a s amexation_by the Soviet ttni.on. o

‘ Informant has mo concreto docurientation which would ena'ble him to judge |,
to vhat extent the sovietization of Bast Prussia has already besd completed. ¥
A considerable portion of East Prussia's population loft the country boforek j

. the: Red Army marched in and another portion left ':lilling].y g at n
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the cccupation. Thus the Soviet govermment will be able to make & clean
sweep and establish condl tdins best suited for her mims. This will probably

mean that Bast Prussia is to be a Porward bastion of Bussia's thrust towardsthe

Wast which could serve if nacasmry as a valuable plaee-d'ames .

Not lmowing theevents which have taken place in BEast Prussia 1n the
meantime, informant can only swmise the future intentions.of the Sovist
government in Bast Prussia, basing his suppositions on hia obaervations of
Rus sian political methods acquired during many yoars. Informant bellevea
that the Soviet government will administer Bast Prussis at first through a
military govermment and expand it as a military and econmomic base. Later on
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this territory will probably be incorporated into the RSFER (Rnssian Sooialist
Federated Soviet Republic)s The fast that East Prussia does not have a common
border with that Republic will not be a determining factor in thst decision.‘

[

‘the Autonomous Socialist Soviet Repudlic of the Crimea is also part of the
RSFHR, although it is seprated from it: by the Ukraine. It is impossible to

say vhether or not East Prugsia will be, populated with Russiang exalu sively.
If not, the Soviet government might use the remnants of the Masurians 11v1ng
“there as the "national” basis on which the fiction of an mutomcmous territory

2211 be builte

' Informant considers it least probablg that the Soviet goverrment will ;
‘incorporate East Prussia into the Lithuanian SSR. Lithuania has been amply i

compensated by regaining the Memel territory with the harbor of Memel

(Klaipeda) end the oity of Wilna. Furthermore the Soviet goverment will be'
|

+anxious to use this: strategic base :m East Pruasﬁn A5 & means of exerting
‘pressure on Poland. ] .
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