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Question USSR # 1 : With the dissolution of the Natlomal Defense Cammittes,
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Angwer # 1 1 In order to answer guestion # 1, P/W has to desribe ths new f
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whore is the focus of cmtrol in the SOvlet exacutive. ¥

Soviet Constitution of 1936 in brief.

'lha Constitation of the Union of Soclalist Soviet Republics.
Suprm Gouncil, .

-

The h:lg:a st government authority in the USSR ia the

© ~ which consiste of two chambers = the Union Council ("Sojusny Sowjet") and the . =/ ..

¥ -

a
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NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT SEG.R

. Bo-ons oan, be elected unless he is acceptable to the Party. -
H

Councid of Natiomalities ("Sowjet Nationalnostei™). The members of the Unien! :
Council are elected Iyy the population by gensral and direct ballot. Cne delegato D
répresents & population of 300,000, All persons of both sexes who have passed .
their 18th birthday and are in possesgsion of their civil rights can vote, . ‘Iho 1

Gouncil of Natiomlities congists of national representatives of the 16 Union
fblics as well as the.sutonomous republics and the automomous terrl.tori.oa.

P believes that the 16 Union Republica are ‘reprasented by 25 delegates each. . |.

They too are elected in gimilar fashf.on by the pogulation of the respeotiw pon ’

republics andterritories. .

B According to ﬂte principles 6f the, consti:tlxtion the elactions for the ! i
delegates.for both chambers of the Suprme Coun'eil are free.and secret. Never- I
thelesa, the Soviet system of alactiona is ontiroly dirferant from tha demncratio,

"ons and this for two reasonss: -
1. Only the Cammuni st Party is perm:.‘“tted in the USSR; it stands nbove the govarn- .
ment; it 1s thé gpardian of the politleal system. Its dirnctivea are hinding o |
govermmental declsions and measuress . ; i '
. 2+ The local mrty organizatioms in conjunction with other ldcal nuthoriﬁes put. .
_up the list of candidates who are to be elected by the population. No name onn .
' be included in these lists without the approval of the Party. This means that  °|

! 1=

AT

ot

~. * The above is sufficient proof that the so-eal‘led democratic system of;

olections in the USSR is entirely fictitious. What good 18 it for the populationa.,es ;

to be entitled to general, direct and sacret voting privileges, if the delegates .

“have to be elscted from & limited number of, candidntas who are prascribed by - 'l"‘
[
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the Party, that i3, from sbove? : . .
. K

The consequence of this sysbe;n 15 that the two chambera of the Suprems
Couneil are the willimg tools of the agency in which the power of the Party ia
concentratad. This agency is the Politburo of the Cemtral Committes of
Communist Party of the USSR. Stalin is the abaolute dictatm- Br o 8hEsRs]
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L P/W desoribed in deta.il in his treatise of 30 Oct 1945 the Politburo, , '
i

. BfWwaz & reglar spectator st ths seasions of the Supreme Council with the .
mriicipaticn of both’chembers, as wéll as at the separate sessioms of ‘the Union
Council and the Youncil of Nationslities. These seasions took place in Moscow inm ,
the Kremlin in the former Creat Palace of the Tsar. Iwo grsat stately halls were

|

rebuilt end put together and a hall was thus eraated ‘which could hld 2000
participan'bs. . o _ ) '

T These aassions always took pla.ce according to a definite acheme, The variow
people's commissiers made sp eches which were simply reports of their aastivities
"in their respective fields and which were always received with learty applauses. I
After that, certain ddlegates who had been selected and instrusted for that |

purpose had the floor. These men always supported 100% the statements of the | .
poople’s commissarse In order to preserve the apprarance of free, discussion ths
speakers were permitted .when discussing edministrative; economic and financial J' :
questions, to make scme insighificant suggestions and amendments. These preposals |
always were along the line of. the attitude of the respective people's comissars.
No discussion taok place, let alone criticism of the meagures of the govermmant. )

'l'he adleme always worked out perfeotly end there was nevar 8 mishap. i ’

-

. = After listening to the reports of the people‘a commissars and the speechas .
s of " the delegates,.resolutions were passed approving the actions of the executiva .
branch, accepting the proposed budget, etc. The sessions were concluded with ‘t‘.ha :
eleotion of "the Presid.ium of the Supreme cnunc..l by aoclnmntion. ' // L l
{i i

© . This prasidium rulfilled the functions of govemment durinf; 'the periods {whe:
the Supreme Souncil did not convens. This included such functions as ratifi cation
of treaties, the making of important nominations, particularly for the poats of |
pecple's cmmiasars, the bestowing of decorations, & to, '

'.6'.

E The Soviet const;tution does not establish my diatinct:.on between the legia
lative and execitive branch of the goverment. Thus the Supreme Council is accord-
ing to comstitutional law & parl:.amont as woll as the highest govermment authoriiy L

" " The Ghairman of. the Presidilm of the Supreme Council, Kalinninp.is therofore
. nominally the Chief of Stafe of the USSR, but in praétics he has no more to aay :
» than the Supreme Council itself which is mersly e decorstive forum similating f

ably and not without success an alleged parti.c:.pation by the pecples of the Sovie‘l

Union in the government. = I :

The Counci.l of the People's Gomissars ia an executive organ vhich corres-
ponds to the cabinet in other gountries, At the same time it fulfills certain :

. legi slative functl oz{la.

. The b er of people g ccmissars correspdnded until 1936 appro:d.mutely to

the nsual pumber of ministers in other countries, But m"'ingarecent yearas, the P

Council of the People's Commissars has grown to be & body of about 40 persaus, S

. bessuse independemt Commissariats for all branches of the natiopal e canomy ] - '
" - ineluding fishing, milk pr‘oduoti.on. meat productwn. etcs. wore created in
addition to the existing important Commissariats such as forai@ affairs,
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ds'x\énsa, foreig;n trada, treasury, mtaﬂoz:, affairs, etoe . _ . j
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The pogt of Chaimmen of the Cuunczl of People's Commissars of the USSR, that|
is so to speak, Prime Minister or head of the govermment, was held by Molotov :
until 3 May 1943, at which time Stalin took over the post. He did mot do this in |
|

ordor to strengthen hig position of power - he did not have to - but rather in

order to muchor his posltion with respect to the world according to oumﬁtutinnal

law and elso to show hix own people that he was prepsred to tale full :'eponaibu... g -
o

:I.'('.y towards the outside world as well as towards Buagiq.

The defenss Council was created after the Carman a ttack on the USSR i.n ¢:.~z.'d.az°j

1.
to improve the coordination of the various egencies.of the govermmeut and adfust | .
does not recall tie.wording of the proclamation

them to the exigencies of war. P/W

on the faundation of tho defemss council. The outstanding features of this counoil
wore its being cmmposed of the moat important members of the Politburo who at the !
seme time adninistered the weridus depariments such as: People 8 Cmigmg, and
Stalin's presiding over it. The defemse cuncil was therafoxo anagency hich
during the war exercised sbsolute power de jura and de facto. But since ths” )
creation of the defense camocll was & war mesisure its diasolution is 8 legi.an.l
consequence at the ecnolus:.on of the war. ,

T Its funetions. as far a3 they had 1ag1slative chsr actar, will revert auto=
matically to the Council of the Paople's Gumisnara 8s a whole md to the various
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‘individual Gomnissarse . o . S
| S

)

a
&

.

]

1

!

i

{

= ’ ’ : ‘
. - . .“ . - ij

.'

!

3

e

f
|




