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" magort B %‘F‘%ga%a%%%ﬁﬁ%&tREN%jﬁggi%wﬁasrx 7. sboqeh, tha:

"Unltt Foreign Office

‘Regort: Answer to Periodio Intelligence Questionnaire, MIS Sep~0ct 1945,

 Answer #12: Most inclusive caloulations have been made for the &trength of

- deducting those persons claimed by industry and the goverzment buseaus, and

" are indications of this in Molotov's spesch of & November 1545, The cont
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Report of Interrogation: No. 5875 16 Nuvember 1345 :
P/W:  HILGER, Gustav . ‘ 1/0: Capt. Halle o
l
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Rank: Counsellor of Embassy
Captd: 19 May 1945, Salzburge '

1.

Var#dg: Beliéved reliable -

Question USSR #12: What is the cantemplated size of the Red Arny. after
- demobilization? To what extent will problems of

absorption in civil economy hinder the demobilization? .

the Red Army by the proper Gemsn military departments. P/W asswumes that there
has been no changs in the statistics kmown to lst Lt. Dr. Zinnemann, vwho wag
employed on the War Bconomy Staffs According to P/W's kmowledge, he is a 1722

!
. Ag far as P/W remgmbers the number of men old enough to bear arms in |
the USSR was estimated/about 29 million by the Germans, Of these, !
i
!

also taking into comsideration the number of casualties, there were about 12.5
million still in the Red Amy at the end. . ‘ .
: ' Yo . ) - ) . :
. According to certain information, the suthentfcity of which P/Wis - |
not able to prove, the Soviet government planned to have a peace time strength.
of 3 million men in the Red Amy, msaning that about 9-10 million would ) }
| I
|

gradually be discharged.

' The problem of absorbing these men into industry, which is a complete
state monopoly down to the sualle st and tiniest sectiam, or is under the
immediste supervision of the state, operating according to fixed plans deter-
mined by the govermment; is mo problem at all in the USSR. .Besides, there has
always been such 8 great lack of laborin the USSR that nearly half of the in-'|
dustrial workers have been women. During the war, the percemtage of wizen !
in industry bas risen to 80% snd more. In the Soviet Union even before the !
war women were employed in the regular work program with no consideration aas .
to the type and heaviness of the work © be done. -During the war they were | r_l
employed in many places which had formerly been predomipately the sphere of
‘men, 8.5 on the reilroads and in transportation in general. After the war, :
the Soviet govermment for Biological ressons will ‘place importance on replacing :
women -perfoming heavy work by men, thus turning them to a greatsr extent towards
their natural function. The Soviet government is so certain of ths inexe j :
haustible need of man~power by industry in the USSR that, for the time being,:
it does not even comsider releasing Geman POW's who are able to work, ;

ot

.7 Fhe plans of the Soviet goverrment f£Or rebuilding what was destr
by the war and the further industrialization of the USSi are tremendous,

of the new S-year plan which the Soviet govermment intends to start will
more exact details about vaich B/W knows nothing, as P/W does not have the| |
necegsary Soviet publications. Lo : . kel SN
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grdimary lack of housing in the Soviet Union - onme might even say catastrophiocs :
As a result of the dastruction caused by the war, and in conjunction with the ! _
freturn of the soldie#s, this problem will reach proportions which we quite | ‘
/beycnd the scops of & western imagination. The Soviet govermment will have |
{ to give serious comsideration to this problem. Much of the success of re- ,
¢ coutruction in the USSR will depend upon the sclution of this problem. {
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