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15 Novembar 1945
I/0: Capt, Halle

Gdie Intelligance Questionnaira, MIS Sep-Oct 1945.

To vhat extent is it true thaet anti-Semitism has risen
in the USSR, especially in Laningrad?

which was furthered by the govermment for political reasons in order to

draw the at'bentim or tho massss away from sbuses at hand.
the infamous "Pogroms” ih which the Czarist police regularly took a hand.

Insofer as one cam spesk of axrl:i-Semtzan iri“Bugsia, it was limitad Lo the

"settlement district’ (Hussian: cherta  csedlosti), i .
area in which the Jews were alloed to settle and where the majority of
the Russian and Polisy Jews were forced to live together en masse.
‘areas wora the former Congress Poland (Poland aftar the Congress of Viennma

Angwor #0 1 Anti-Semitism #n Czarist Russia was: ‘an artificial phenemenon, %
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so-called
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From this came
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in 1815) and. several provinces.in western and socuthwestern Russis which.now
. beléng to hite Russia and thi" ODkraine. But“even in these areas bafore 1506 . i

when & mumber of changes for the better were introduced, the Jews'wers not
ermitted to gettle on the land but-had to remain in the citlex and "Flecken”
“Spots? - small end even tinmyy towns}, where they engnged in smail -l:rading,

wm-kad on cummss:.on, or. chd manua}. labor.

. In other parts of Russia, end especially in the large cities, Jews
* wBre allawe?i to setile down only:-1if they had had a complets or partial
geademt ¢ training, or had been taken into the 1st guild of the merchanta.
The firstimentioned ‘sondition was impossible of fulfillment as Rusgian

@ - high schools were closed to Jowsp .the.latter was wry. difficult because of
- Positiona in the state and in the .
The Mosaic

the high feea and other limitationasr

of ficers corps were closed to Jews es a matter of principle.

aonfession wa g thencri.terimn used in establishing whether a man was Jewlish,
+ c88 the majority of -the Russisu Jews hald fagt to that and 1t was nét easily

. poaaible for them to chengs over to the Ghriat:.an religion.

i

anvy or hate towabds the Jews.

* Congress Poland,

| The Russiam is basically not antl-Samj.‘cic., For did the difftemlt

econcmic situation of the Jews in the settlement area ta:nd to produce either
Insofar: as ‘such sentiment appeared in the

open, or took the form of rlclonre against the Jows, they were srtifieially ‘

‘encguraged by the goremment and the Greek-Orthodox church. The progressive

- Rugaian intelligentia refused to have enything to -do with anti~Semitism et

deslared it to be the quintessence of the darkest react:.onism.
where the Jows played an {mportant role in ‘the acunamc

111'9. wag there any antagonian on the side of the Polishs .

The Bolshevist "October Revolution" of :1917 lirted all ‘the
o lmitations on the Jews in the area’s ruledsby the Soviet gowrmen‘b. =
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' revolution wBs very ‘n:lgh.

&EGRHT

recei.ved camplete freedm of movement and full righta of citizenship.

e Yoviet government questiomed neithér one's origin nor religion, Many
Jews pleyed an important role in the Octdber revolution, and were mamsd to
leading posts inithe Sovist Republic (Trotzky, Sverdlov, Eamenev, Sinovev,
Unschlicht, Tomsky, Esganovich, Litvinov, Radek, and others). - Thanks to
their nptive intelligerce and mentsel agility, their tireless zeal for work,

end their bettey lmowledge of language (most Jewsspoke or understood at le‘a\s‘t

o

German), widch in genersl were siperior to the Eussians, they attained
TUme row s posts in. the Peoples Commissariats and in other Soviet bureaus,

'Especirlly in-the Pecple's Commissariat for Foreign Affairs and Forelgn = /. ¢

Trade, the pereentage of Jews in the first 10-15 years after the 1917

anti-Semitism«at this time. There was no questiom, however, af any kind
of eiiti-Samitic outbreak as propaganda in the Soviet Union” forbids race
hatred am- 1t was punishable by the most severe measures. ) 1

'l'he parti cipati.on of Jews in high and seoondary ‘positions in the Statg

grédually décreased, on the one hand, because many more Russians reached

the corresponding stage of education and. had the necessary qualificatioms .

to fill- such I aml on the otheér hand, because guring the struggle
qgainst ‘thjﬂ "Trotzkyites"” many Jews feoll a sacr:.ﬁce to Ste.lm's purga.
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It did heppen that there were some expressions of
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A.ﬂ:er the Germsn attaok on the Soviet Union in 1941 many Jews

’»were evacuated from the westorn parts of the country to the east and to C

%

central Asia. It is kpown that the local population received them with |

mixad fealing s, comprehensible enough, camsidering the needy condition of 1] | .

the ‘inhabitents and the great ‘lack of housing. To B/W's knowledge, there | |

have bee’n»no other more important examples of anti-Semitism. Nor has B/W. ° ]
heard. anyth% ¢f there being noticeable curremts of anti-Semitiam to T

“in oth.er parts of the.Soviet Unjon, md especially in Leningrad. In P T
opinion there is no cause to think that this is so &b the present tlme. S , B
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