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Background Information Concerning Gustav HL‘Lger ;

!
In reply to your request of September 13, we sutmit the follow:l.pg .

background information concerning Dr. Gusta.v Hilger: - : T
u::ustav Hi]ger, was ‘born :Ln@usaia of German pa.rents and apent most .

of his 1ifé in Russia. He went t6 Hoseow in 1920 in commection rit,h the

repatriation of prisoners of war and remained there as Delegate—General

of the Red Crosg and J[gnsen representative. He joined the first German .
s‘i in Moscow in 1923)as head of the Economic Department, remad.ning

there until the- war-broke out im 19l1. . During this time he is' reported_

to have moved in very high Russian circles, occasionally acting as | “

Charge d'Affaires in the absence of the Ambassador and SQnior Caunselor. O

Al

accompanied Molotov to Berlin in Nevember 1940, serving as @rprete:n
in his ﬁﬁ?‘sations with Hitler. After the outbreak of war, he was
assigned to-the staff of the %{f Forelign Affai¥s (Ribbentrop)
whom he accompanied to the Ukraine in 1912, Hilger was not a member of'
the NSDAP. During the war he joined Hitler's headquarters on the" eaat.ern
front. His son was killed in the battle of Moscow. Before his arrest
by the US Army on May 30, 1945, he had attained the rank of Botschaftrat

'(Counselor of Embassy)- . _ _ : . i ’

Little known abroad but a huge figure behind the scenes of Sovie'b-

_German relations, Hilger was undoubtedly the Gest of the experts: There
was nothing about him, pale and quiet, with dull brown heair and t.hick- ;
rimmed glasses, of average size and riddle age, and lacking in any color,
to ettract public attention.l/ A number of sources have mad.ntained |that

. he had connections with the(Russian secret police: and gave them information
concerning political events and submarime #ctivity. In this connection twvo
explanations of the reason why the Foreign Office did nothing to ha.lt

- this top-level esplonage present themselves: first, that Hilgeris. reporta
to the Russian secret police were considered by the German Foreign Off:'..ce
to be of less significance than his woerk on behalf of his owmn government;

" and second, that Hilger was & Gefman secret intelligence operative who
was dupling the Russian secret po.'L'!.ce.g/ He 18 reported to knmr Russia. :
thoroughly and is supposed to have been one of the officials who strongly
advised against a war with Russia.3/ ‘
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Further information will be submitted as soon as it becomes' ava.i.'lable. :
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1/ Moscow Dateline. by Henry G Cassidy, 1943, Houghton Mifflin Co.,| Boston:
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