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ENVER HQEHA: ALBANTA'S ANTI-TITOIST

(Writer on political, :{&Ln :ndxe:i;tral sopects of Communiam)
4lbanian Commnist Farty chisf Enver Hoxha is ome of the few
leading figures in the Sovist satellite countriss who 1s not Moscow
treined. This fact bas presented no spscial problems to .the Eremlin.
For the past twenty-five years, Hadi has been a devoted sdberent of
Moscow's policies — with one important exception.
The point on which Hoxba and his followerc differ frem ﬂn:{r
Soviet colleaguss ia on the matter of the USSR's desire for rapprochement
with Yugoslavia's Mershal Tito. In 1948, when the Cominform (the mowe
defunct Communist information tureau) attacked Tito's mational twand
of communism, Hoxha wag one of the first to support the deminciation,
Overnight Tito becams, in Hoxba's words, "the greatest mortal
enewy of the Albnninn pagple.” A number of prominant Party pembers, '
emong them Viee Premier and Min:l.eter of the Interior Koci Xoxa,ware
elimirated on chargss of being Titoists. Hexha has admitted that scme
1§ ,000 Albanjan Party ‘members vers expellad or ha'.d f’deaertod" to Belgreds
because of the schism, .
Sti11 hostils to Tito, Hoxha today s constrained to follow
Mosoow's lead and strive for friendly resltions with Yugoslavia, He ia

reportedly very dliatressed over the matter.
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Hoxhs hap also besn seriocugly epbarrassed by ancthsr, more
recant Soviat about-face. 'I:hin in the damotion of Sovist Marshal Georgl
Zhukov. When'the Marehal visited Albania in October, 1957, Haxhs, elated
at the viait of such an important Sovist personality, heaped pasans of
proise on him, On Cctober.27, the day after Zhukov wvap custed from
memborebip in the Sovist Commmist Party Presidimm, Albanian pepers vere
still carvying Hexha's sulogles of the Marabal., The Kremlin apparently
BAdn't bothered to let Hexha know of Ziukov's Ampending dimmiasal,

Enver Hoxhem was born in 1908 in Gjinckester, Altenia, reportsdly
into a family of mll lapdewners. Another report bas it that his
family was desperatsly poor and that Hexha laww misery and Inmger ss a
child, 4a with the 1ives of pany Commmnists, it s ifficult to separate
fact from fiction, Hawever,. it would seem that Haxha ms a youth bhad
some kind of fipancial support for he managed to attend the Hatiomal
Lyces at Korce before going on to the Univarsity of Montpellisr in Frence.

© "Hoxha loft the University at the end of his firet yoar,
spparently bacause of poor grades. But he 14 manage o aoquire a
gl‘ounding.inmch_whichlodtoapoatal clerk in the Albanian Con~

‘Sulate General in Brussels. It ves two years bafore the Albenian

Govermént learned that Hoxha was & frequent contributor to the Franch
Commmist Ferty organ L'wte' of articlas highly critical of hia

govermment, His appointmaﬁt was, of couree, then cancelled but oddly
encugh no punitive action was taken against him. Returning to Albenia
hs contirued hia political agitation but 1:t wap not unfr.i.l 1949 that he
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was arrestsd on charges of conspiring to cverthrow the goveroment. His
priscn term vas brief and after teaching school at Force for a whils
ho wemt to Tirena, the capital, where he cpened a tobacco shop which
bocazs & meeting-place for Commniets,

Physically Haxha 1s & tall man whose rather bandsams features
" ware, until recently, scmewhat marred by his excess weight. Of lats,
however, Haxha hes lost considerabls poundage, reportedly dus to 1llness.

He has considerabls persomal charm and i1s an excellent oratar,
vith a rether appsaling platform marmer. He also has & marked capacity
for leadership, / N

B Baxhe founded the Albenian Commnist Party in 1941, and he
imediately began paking positive plans for Commundst take--over of the
country. Indeed, aonnHmmtthoCcmmisteoupin
Albania has frequently been cited as posaibly' an even more classic
example of gubversion than the coup d'dtat in Czechoslovakia,

During & period when his countrymen were attsmpting to repel
firet the Italien and then the Nas! invaders, Hexha set as his task the
maneuvering of non~Communist and enti-Communist factlons in Albenia into
fighting for the Miﬁ. cause under tha guilq of nationalism, He
formed the Nationmal Liberation Front &s & rallying point for Albanians
determined to 1iberets their country. |

- Hexha's National Id.barat:-‘nnn Front had a formidabls rival in
the National Front, a geminsly natlonalistic organization with members
recrulted frop all ranks except the Communists.
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Indeed, Hexha's orgenization was s.unpen't from the first, but
in verious resolutions end proclamations its Commnist affiliaticns were
vigorously denisd, For exampls, & proclamation issued on July 10, 1943,
stated: "All Albanians ﬁat understand and brand as foﬂig;i mropagands )
the snti-pational propagands campeign which alleges the wovemant .of
Hational Libsration is & Communist movement,®

Thus vhile in public statements the NLF wme represented as
nop~Commmist, Boxha and his colleaguse were 1sming secret ordars to
Party colls to seize comtrol of the National Front in ander to destroy
it or use 1toruaoiﬁrorthc1rwnendaatthepmportim.

In September, 1943, the Altenian Commmist Perty Cantral Gous
mittso issued the following secret directive to Party memberm: "/You are/

“with relentless work to diacredit the Natlonal Front before ths peopls,

to dotach the peopla from it and to unite them with us,.. to Fresent 1t
as atrivipg for dlvision and 8o an-instigator of fretricidal fighting ...
to mke it so look that the whole people will reveolt because of it, In ,
thia way the hiptorical responsibility for the disunity of the Albeniun
peopls and for the armed conflict will fall on the National Front."
Ono device employed by Hoxha te discredit the National Fromt
vap to attritute to it tha ruin of every village burned by the Hazia,
Anothsr was to portray National Front mexbers 'ss Faecists in the pay of

-Italy. The Hationel Front was unabls to withstend Hoxia's all-cut.

attack and, with its dieintegration, Foxha turied his attention to the srmy.
Subversion of the ermy was directed through the Shpetl eir- |
culars {so-called because the signaturs Shpati, one of Hoxha's pssudomyms
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vea affizsd to them), The Shpati circular of November 3, 1943, for
instance, had this to say: 'B;aarin:pindth;tthaammtbomu
undsr the control of the Party, Raéontly, w have poticed in pany bat-
telions e marked lack of Party influsnce, This mist be remedied imme—
diately ard ermphasis mst be 1aid on complate‘ control of all Party
organisations, FParty oslls must be formed within the bettalions, and
through conferences and varicus courses the soldiers must be kept under

" " the guidance of Party members.”

In October, 1944, after the withdrewel of the Nasi forces
from Albania, Hoxha's National Liberation Fromt, confident of its
ability to seise and hold power, hdmd itul.t.tha Democratic Govern-
ment of Alhsnj,a Hexha was nemad .Premier, a post he has aineu ul.i.nquiehad
to Malmet Sbam, en srdent Party member.

Commmist control of Albania hams meant that over the years
the Albanian pecpls have been persuaded to believs that the whole of
the free \rorld. haa ni.ni.sbor designe on their little count;ry.

It has been said of Albanda that its center of gravity ia
Moscow, Albanian youth looke to Mosoow for cul.t,ural and ideslogical
guldance. Despltse the downgrading hs has uﬁargm in his own country

and elsewhers, the lats Sovist dictator Stalin is #till a hero to!

Albanisng. Portraits and statuss of hip are evarywhers. They are oute
mmbered only by those of Hoxha,

- e om o,
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CAPTION
4 close-up of Enver Hoxha, Commnist Party chief of Albapia, ‘ - O
Hoxha, an avowsd eneny of Yugoslavia's Marshal Tito, is troubled by

Moacow's insistence that he strive for frisndly relations with Yugoslavia,
(56-18384) ‘
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