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STEFAN CONSTANTIN VICTOR POPESCU INTERNAL SECURITY - RU.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Information from another government agency reflects one.
STEFAN POFESCU, who is mentioned in the book, "Gards de Fer"
(Iron Guard) by PALAGHITA, as belng a trusted follower of -
gORi.A-SIHA. Infarmation from another source re subject set
orth. ’ - -

DETAILS: AT WASHRINGTON, D. C.

The records of Gonfidential Informant T-1, another
govarnment agenoy which conducts mecurity. inveatigations, roflected
in part the following informations .

In a book published In Argentina in 1951 entitled,

. "Garda do Fer" (Iron Guard), written by the late Reverend .
STEFAN PALAGHITA, described as a long-time Iron Guardist who -
has been conaldered to be a fairly rellable socurce, one- STEFAN .
POPESCU was alleged to be a trusted follower of HORIE-SIMA,

a principal Iron Guard leader. POPESCU was alleged to be &
"Beigadir" Legionnaire. A Brigadir Legionnaire was desoribed
£3s a personal and blind follower of HORIA-SIMA. The “Brigadiri®
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. = - of whom NICOLAE \ \PATRASCU was the ohlel was described as a person
who had probably vommitted illegal acts or crimes and, being thus
in a compromising position, were better able t;o ba handled by

SIMA for hia own ends.

In December, 1942, POPESCU was reportedly tortured and
beaten, along with other leglonnelies, at Rostook, Gemanz
a group of Brigadinri I.egionnaire loaders in order to "a 5"
having organiszed an imaginary "plot" against HORIA~SIMA. .
POPESCU was also appointed by NICOLAE PATRASCU to be iiaiaonmn
totwean “he Iron Guard _group at Rostock and the German Pollce

there.

* It ia to be noted that during an im;erview of POPESCU :
by the Washington Field Office of the FBI during February, 195, the
sub Jeot denled membership in the Iren Guard and stated his affi-
1liation with Guardists at Rostook unavoidable, POPESGCU stated
that he had become ldentifled with a sman group of Iron Guardists
at Roatook and Buchenwald. known as the "Mexicana,” who wars Iron .
Guardiata but sgainat the leadership of HORIK-SIMA. POPESCU stated
that he_had not been in sympatlw with the Xron Guardiats of EORTA-
SIHA nor with the™Mexicans.® o R o

. POPESCU atated that he had been,in taot,, ‘beaten by the_
Iron Guardists under HORIA-SIMA for an alleged plot againat ™ -
the latter. POPBSCU stated that he had, in faot, -been in -
oontaat with the German authoritiss while in German custody
-prirarily becauge of hig knowledgs of the German langnage.
POPESCU stated that he had never acted as an informant for
the German authorities at any timn during his internmont by

them. J

On July 28 end 29, 195h, Confidentisl Informent T-2, |-

or unkinown reliliability, advised ln part tho following mfoma-
tion relative to the subject:
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. T-2 advised that he met POPESCU in Italy subsequent
to Jorld War IY at which time POPESCU was working for a private
tranaportatlion agency. He later met POPESCU in Cleveland, Ohlo"
at the Hesdquarters of the Rumanian-Amsrican newspaper, "Solia,
T+2 stated that he had never esked POFESCU if the latter had
heen a member of the Iron Guard, howsver, T-2 recalled thet
ge hgd heard that POPESCU had once been beateon by the Iron

uard. . . ) .

" T-2 stated that POPESCU had left Cleveland because
he and his wife desired to escape from Rumanian intrigues an
political arguments, T-2 stated that POPESCU's wife, KIRSTERY
i3 a woman of Swadiah descant, wham he regards as being a
vory fine,honest, hard-warking parson, oo

. T-2 advised that POPESCU came to Washington, D.C.,
Irom Cleveland to enroll at the Catholic University, Washington,-
D.C, T2 advised -that POPESCU had told him that he could .
preoduce a certificate showing that he, POPESCU, had been in
attondance at the University of Bucharest. The purposs of .
the certificate fes for POPESCU to gain admittance to..fatholic..s. « 702
Univerality and to obtain oredit for previocua schooling}™“thare~ "~ "
fore, prior to POPESCU's ooming to Washington, D.C.; T-2 had
adviged Cathollc Univeraity officlala of the forthooming
‘certiflcate and they proceeded to enroll POPESCU at the -
University. T-2 stated thst when POPESOU came to Washington
howaver, he did not have the certificate; thns, T2 falt that .
he had been dlsgraced in the eyes of the officials of Cathollo
Univeraity. - T-2 advised that he beocame ‘angry with POPESCU
-over this incident and, while remeining friendly with the
latter for over two months, he subsequently ceased to contact

-

T2 advised that POPESCU knows TIBERIUN «Who
has been deascribed by both POPESCU and T=2 as a former Iron
Guardist reslding in Detrolt, Michigan, T-2 advised that -
POPRICYU 'and HUMITA are very unfriendly toward one another,
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