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SECEET 6 4
Office of Strategir~ Services
"S Arny Forces in the “iddle Zast .
66T Lo W&

Ho. Aoh3
PALESTINE : POLIT:CAL

(MI W 0.8.8. f'.airo).

The following is forwarded in response to the request mnde to
Laing on Sept. 6 for copies of the correspondence hetwsen Shakibh Arslan
and Hal Anm‘n Hussoind concerninr Italian propacanda. The photostatice
conies mentioned have not yet been located, tut the search is continnins.
flerewith is a contemmorary CID report on the matter. The concluding notes
are fornishad Yy the present ISIT representative in Jerusalem.

8ir,
Subjects~ Bumir Shakib Arslan - Ttalian Propaganda.

1. The publication by <Al Jamia el Tslamia® of a lettor alleped to
have been sent by Emir Shakib Arslen to Haj Amin on the subject of Italian
Propaganda has caused a great agitation in Arab political circles.

Political leaders and members of the Istiqlal in the begimnning
believed the authenticity of the report, but resented ths action of the
Sheikh Sleiman el Parouki as the publication of such a document is det~ -
rimental to Arad interests,

2. The gzeneral pvblic believed this document and express distrust
in the persons involved, namely, Haj Amin Husseini, BEmir Shakib, Ihsan
Jabiri and Riad el Sulh Thom they accuse of having made an asreement
with Ttaly for private benefit. The YMoglems in Palestine hate Italy on
account of its policy in Tripolitania and will nnt forget the news of
atrocities which she is alleged to have coemitted. The statement of "Al
Jamia al Arabia® denying the authenticity of the document had no effect
on the public, and unless a case is brought to fourt and its forged char-- .
acter is established, its effects will not be removed. It however, apvears
thats

(1). Haj Amin Husseini and Thsen Jabiri insist on regarding
the document as forged,

(2). Haj Amin Pu-seini rave 'nstructions to his suporters to
publish the report that it is forgzed,

(3). ¥aj Amin believes that the object of publishine this
document is to lower his prestige in, and out of Palestine,
and to msr the success of Rebi lfusa.

3. Thsan Jabiri is reported also to lave insisted in his conver-
sations on the inauthenticity of this document, He, however, could not
deny privately that the Palestine-Syrian delezation arrived at an agree~
ment with Italy two years ago in remard to its policy in Tripolitania
and the grantinpof self-rule to the loslems there, and as a result fifty
thousand Yoslems were returnsd to their territorias, and had their prop-
orties restored to them, were cranted agricultural loans, ete. The Syriane
Palestine delegation, on the other hand, undertook to0 cease its hostile
campaign against alleged Italian atrocities. Thsan Bay is further renorted
to have nointed ont that this apreemant with the Italfans had received the
prior agreement of Hoslem leaders such as Emir omar Tousson, Abdel Asis
Thaalibi, Abdel Ralman Azsam (who was deported from Palestine at the time
of the holding of the Islamic Congress on account of an anti Italian
sneech), Yashir Saadwai (s Tripolitania laader who is resident in Damascus,
and who attended the Tslamic “ongress), Yassin Pasha Hashemimi, Ibrahim

Hanano, and Sheikh Pashid Rida, who all favored a policy of friendship to=~ @
! ~
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vards Ttaly and promised to desist from agitation in consideration o
the satisfaction of the demands of the Trivolitanian Moslems.

L. Thsan Jabiri has furthermore declared (also in a private
l‘anner) that Italy greatly assisted ITraq in gecuring its independence,
while Nussolini has nro~iged to asait S'ria and show symnmathy, but
secrotly, towards the Palnsune Arahs in their fight against Zionism.

S. Tt is 'mderstood that the Istijlal leaders are intent on
denyiny the authenticity of this documentad bfigleve that this is neces-
sary in order to preserve the prestige of the Palestine-Syria delegation.
Certain members of the Istiqlal have written in this senss to their sup-
porters in Syria, Trans-Jordan amd Egypt, informing them that the letter
waa forgad by the National Defense Farty in order to spoil the reputation
of Haj Amin Husseini, place him in a eritical position with the British
authorities in Palestino, ond distiyp the relations between him and
Aniyr Abdalla,

I have ete.
Sgd.) B, P, Rice
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GEN:RAL
C.I.D.
6. (Concluding Notes:)

(1), On May S, 1935 SHAKIB ARSLAN wrote to the Igh fom-
misaioner declaring that tho letter was a forgery.

(2). Al Diffa Falastin = critical of the policy of Shanid
Arslan in March 1935

(3). Onportunists accused Mufti and his party of being in
Italian pay.

DISTRIBUTION: te of Info: 20, 123
Tashe > Yl 2ol
Files. r.valuat.ion e 00
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A LETTER FROM THE AMIR SHAKIB ARSSLAN DATED FEBRUARY 20, 1935,
TO HAJ AMIN EL HUSSEINI, GRAND MUFTI OF JBRUSALEM, A PHOTOSTATIC
COPY OF WHICH APPBARED IR FALASTIN OF APRIL 19, 1936, UNDER THE
TITLE OF'THE I ABLE PROOF, A PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF A LETTER
HE AM ARSSLA : 'RLISN HIS EMINERUE BA

Geneva, February 20, 1936.

To my friend, His Eminence Sayyed Amin Effendi e) Husseinis

Some ten days ago after my return from my trip ebout which
you know I wrote to you a letter\ containing some views regarding
the campaign asgainst you which I have seen in the Pale:itine press
because you did not appear to have taken a course opposing the
Bnglish. You will pardon me if I say that I share some of these
oontentions with the press and I do not agree with you., With the
Bnglish no humoring or bribe or polioy avails, No one ocan deceive
them because they are the moat deceitful people, No appeal could
be made to their sympathies nor to proofs, Compromise is a lgnguage
whioh an lishman does not understand. The only tongue he does
understand is opposition, That is why I believe that your adherance
to the friendship of these people will cost you your prestige not
only with your compatriots in Palestine dbut also with other people.
If this is the prepared plan of your foes, it would be better if
you will not give the foe a ohance. You know what I mean,

I do not know if our friend Ihsan Bey /6l Jabiri/ has told

you of what has heppened in Rome besween the men of Government
and myeselfl regarding what we disoussed in Mecos and agreed upon
in Jerusalem. I will now tell you that I am satisfied [fv conscience
is clear/ as a result of the last meeting and from the assurance

-y Whioh Miissolini bimself gave. I am certain that Italy will not dare
roa he English or French have treated us. If you are adble to
send our friend Jamel / el Husseini/ here on his way to London
I will acguaint him with things I may not here elucidate.

At any rate it was agreed to proceed as soon &s possible
to disseminate Italian propaganda in the Arab countries as the man
said that he fears & world war will break out and that if all
means are not now adeguate then the gain which we antiocipate will
be lost. I have made some preparations which you will see in the
next issue of Ia Nation Arebe. It is my opinion that we eewse sisZe
the opportunity of Abyssinia's confliot with them to show the
ovils of the Abyssinians to the Moslems,

The Propaganda Office in Rome may send some information for
publication in our papers. I gave them the addresses of Al Jami'a
&) Arabi and Al Wibda al Arabivva. But I did not give them the
address o% A) Jami'a al relanmd: :cinoe our friend Jamel informed
me on your be. [ eness of its proprietor. I have
written to Riad Bey [51 8o to take charge of the matter in Syria
and requested. him to see you so that you could give him the
neocessary instruotions.

b




Mussolini asked me about your personal relations with Amir
Abdullah. I 414 not consider it appropriate to inolude this element
with us and I told him that the Amir was & tool with the Bnglish
and that no good ocould be eipected from him partiocularly since I

bave seen the Palestine papers that he has returned to the lap
of Raghed / Bey naa!nshib; and his supporters,

I will write to you more explaining oither important matters.
Peaoce and God's meroy be with you.

Your friemd, G 441

SHAKIB ARSSLAN.

¢
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The Amir Shakid Arsslan's letter appeared in Falastin, the
organ of the Nashashibi Party opposing the Mufti. The letter
appeared at & time when the defeat of the Nashashibi Party in
the Jerusalem Municipal elections was still burning hot in the
hearts of the Nashashibi partisans, It was a time when each side
villified the other. The letter was instantly olaimed to be
a forgery. The Mufti's press went to some length to prove that
the writing, the language and style  and the signature were not
Arsslan's, The Nashashibi papers claimed the letter to be genuine
and that ocircumstances showed the possibility of the letter. Such
p:gers as ocould manage to stay non-partisan in such a storm
only deplored the faot that there oould be some people who lemd
thomselves to the interests of foreign intruders.

Ad-Difaa (Jaffa), for instance, wrote that now it appears
there are people working only for personal gain aniselfish interests.
They work to assist imperialists.

Al Carmel (Haifa) wrote that propaganda for Italy meant
propaganda for slavery to Italy. Such propagands will only ensourage
others to propagate the cause of England, France, Germany and others.
Since it is agreed that such propaganda is traitorous, tr:n it is
not necessary to disocuss vhether the letter was gemmine or not,

Saut ash-Sha'd (Bethlehem) was convinced that the document
was & TOrgery. .

Mertat esh-Sharq (Jerusalem) wrote that this is how some
people stoop to sell their country and scoffs at the idea that -
the Gocument oould be forged. :
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