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Offic of Strategic Services
US Army Forces in “he Middle Rast

Ko, 8043

Oct. 18, 1943
PALESTINE + ~OLITICAL.
(NOTE: by 0.8.8. Cairo).

The following is forwarded in response to the request made
to Laing on Sept, 6 for copies of the correspondence between
8hakib Arslan and Haj Amin Husseini concerning Italian propaganda.
The photostatic coples mentiomed have not yet been located, but
the search is contimuing, Herewith is a con orary CID _
on the matter, The coneluding notes are furnis by the present
IBLD representative in Jerusalem,

81r,
Subjecti~ Emir Shakidb Arslan - Italian Propaganda.

1, The publication by "Al Jamia el Islamia®™ of a letter
alleged to have been sent by Emir Shakib Arslan to Haj Anin on
the subject oY Italian Propaganda has caused a great agitation
in Arsb political ocircles,

Political leaders and members of the Istiqlal 4in the
beginning believed the authenticity of the report, but resented
the action of the S8heikh Sleiman el Farouki as the publication
of such a dooument is étrimental to Arab interests,

2+, The general public believed this document and express
distrust in the persons involved, namely, Haj Amin Husseini,
Bair Shakib, Thsan Jabirl and Riad el Sulh, whom they accusé of
having made an agreement with Italy for private benefit, The
Moslems in Palestine hate Italy on eccount of its polioy in
Tripolitania and will not forget “he news of atrocities which
she is alleged to have committed, The statement of "Al Jamia
al Arabia” denying the au’'henticity of the document had no effect
on the publie, and unless a case is brought to Court and its
forged ohamﬁer is established, its effects will not be removed,
It however, appears thats

7 t1). Eaj Amin Husseini and Thsan Jabiri insis on

regarding the document as forged,

(2). Baj Amin Russeini gave instructions to his
supporters to publish the report that it is

forged.,

(3). Haj Amin believes that the object of publishing
this document 1s to lower his tﬁ:esfige in, and
out of Palest ne, and to mar success of

Nebi Jusa, @
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3. Ihsan Jabiri is reported also to have insisted in his
conversations on the inauthenticity of this document. He,
however, could not deny privately that the Palestine-Syrian
delegaticn arrived at an agreement with Italy two years ago in
regard to its policy in Tripolitania and the granting of selfe-
rule to the Moslems there, and as & result fifty thousand Moslems
were returned to their tarritories and had their properties
restored to them, were gran®ed agricnlmral loens, ete, The
Byrian-PaJ.escm delegation, on the other hand, undertocx to
cease its hostile campaign t§Mxmt alleged Itaiian atrocities,
Ihsan is further repor to have pointed out that r.hu
:gremm with the Italians had received the prior agreemen

Moslem leaders such as Enir omar Tousson, Abdel Asiz nmmu
Abde)l Rahman Aszam (who was deported from Palestine at the time
of the holdﬁ of *he Islanic Congress on account of an anti-
Italian speech), Bashir Saadwai (a Tripolitania leader who is
resident ‘in Damascus, and who at'ended the Islaric Congress)
Yassin Pesha Hashemini, Ibrahim Hanano, end Sheikh Rashid Rila,
who all favored a policy of friendship towards Italy and pronued
to desist from agitation in consideration of the satiaraction of
the demands of the Tripolitanien loslens.

4, Ihsan Jabiri has furthermore declared (also in a -
private manner) that Italy greatly assisted Iraq in securing
its ence, while Mussolini has promised to assist 8yria
and show sym thy but secretly, towards the Palestine Arabs
in their ﬁ.gg: asainat Zionism,

5. It is understood that the Istiqlal leaders are intent
on denying the authenticity of this document and believe that
this 1s necessary in order to preserve the prestige of the
Palestine-Syria delegation. Certain members of the Istiqlal
have written in this sense to their supporters in Syria, Trans-
Jordan and Bgypt, informing them that the latter was rorged by
the Naticnal Defense in order to spoil the

i Amin Husseini, place ina crit:l.cal position v:.th the
tish authoritiss in Palestine, and disturb the relations
botwaen him and Bmir Abdalla

I have etc, '
Sgd.) H.P, Rice
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GMAL

Cc.1.D.
Ecanoluding Notess:)
1), On May 5, 1935 SHAKIB ARSLAKN wrote to the High
Cormissioner declar f!hat the letter was a og
2). Al Diffa Falastin - critical of the policy of

(2)

Shanib Arslan in March. }2@? accused lufti snd his party of
(3). Opportuni®

being in Italian pay.

Date of Infos Apr. 20, 1935
Sources Jerusalem
Evaluations: Doeuv entary
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A LETTER FROI' THE A'IR SHAKIB ARSLAN DATED FEBRUARY 20, 193

5
20 HAJ AMIN El HUSSEINI, GRAND ITFTL OF JERUSALEL: A p&o'rosri"lc
c%‘gwog.mu Appmnznn’a PALAS

OFAPRIL19 19
PUOTOS T 1]

Yo j.til(th'iﬂ‘&d-wmtflulw nnni b
; R ACREE BRY IN JERURALEN - 70 DYEER ALY
hmw\.m‘n T I T ATAD TR

Geneva, Pebruary 20, 1935.
To my friend, His Eminence Sayyed Amin Effendi el Husseinis

Some ten days ago after my return from ry trip about which

{h know I wrote to you a letter containirg some regarding

e campaign against you which I have seen 1n +he Palestine ]
booanse you did not appear to have taken a course oppoa% e
Bnglish, You will pardon me if I say that I share some these
contentions wiilh the press and I do not agree with you, With the
English no humoring or bribe or policy avails., Ko one can deceive
them because they are the most deceitful people. No appeal could
be made to their sympathies nor to proofs. Compromise is & language
which an BEnglishman does not understand, The only tongue he does
understand is opposition, That is I believe that your adherance
to the friendship of these peonle cost you your prestige not
only with your compatriots in Palestine but also with other people.
If this 48 the p planotyourfoes it would be better if
you will not give - foe a chance, fmo'whatlm

1 do not know if our triend Ihsan Bey (el Jabirt) has told
you of what has happened in Rome betwoen the men of the Govermment
and myself regarding what we disdussed in Mecca and agreed upon
in Jerusalem. I will now tell you that I am sa‘isfied (my conscience
is ciear) as a result of the last meeting and from the assurance
which Mussolini himself gave., I am certain that Italy will not dare
to treat us like the English or French have treated us, If you are
able to send our friend Jamal (el Husseini) here on his way to
London I will acquaint him with things I amy not here elucidate,

At any rate it was agreed to proceed as sonn as possible

to disseninate Italian propaganda in the Arad conntrioa as the
mai: said that he fears a world war will break out and that if all
means are not now adequate then the gain which we anticipate will
be lost, I have made some preparations which you will see in t he
next issue W I* 18 my opinion that we sieze the
opporutnity 88 8 conflict with them to show the ovils
of the Abyssinians to the Moslems,

b 11'!1:1Pnopaganda Office in Rome ﬁy segd :do::e mfon‘\,\;tion for
publica oninonrpars. Isave e1n the sses %m&s
Arabiyya, But I did not ‘give

address of Al J U'I’SDOT'"! 7va since our friend Jamal informed
me of the flck] eness of 1ts propriotor. I have written to Riad Bey




- SECRET
L

(e 8o0lh) to take charge of the matter in iirh and requested
e

ou could give him negessary

E
g
g
E
o
E
qo

Musgolini asked me about your personal relations with
1 414 not consider it appropriate to include
this element with us and I told him that the Amir was a tool
with the English and that no good could be expected from him
g.:ticululy since I have seen in the Palestine papers that he
returned to the lap of Ragheb (Boy Nashashibi) apd his

;
1
g
g

ou more explaining other important
matters., Pesce and God’s mercy be with you,

Your friend,

SHAKTB ARSSLAN
2k~

The Amir Shakid Arsslan's letter eared in W
organ of the Nashashidi Party opposing the Mufti, 3
appeared at a time when the defeat of the Nashashibi Party in
Jerusalen Muniocl elections was still burning hot in the
hearts of the Naal bi partisans, It was a time whem each
side villified ths other, The letter was instantly claimed to
be a forgery. The Mufti's preass went to some length to prove
that the 'riting‘ the language, and style and the u&am
weore not Araslan's, The bi papers claimed loet or
tho Tebter. Such papere as could manage to stay men-paTtisen
e . pers as ¢ manage s non=
in such & storm deplmdthefactthatthorooouﬁrbesm
people who lend themselves to the interests of foreign intruders,

Ad=Difen (Jaffa), for instance, wrote that now it appears
e working ish

there are only for personal gain and self
interests, y work to assist imperialists,

(Baife) wrote that manndn for Italy meant
propag or slavery to I'aly. propaganda will only

enc e others to propagate the cause of England, France
Qerpany and others.  8inos it is agreed that such propagania
1s tzaitorous, then it is not necessary to discuss whether the
letter was gemiine or not, :

‘b (Bethlehem) was convinced *hat the document
was & IoYgery.

at & (Jerusalem) wrote that this is how sume
people s oog sell their country and scoffs at the idea that
. the document could be ‘orged,
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Continuatinn of rancrt m the sorrs-crndance hetween Tnir
Shakib Aralan and fia§ fmig, This was in rasponse to a specisl request
from Washington.

LITERAY. TRANSIATION RO AL JAMY'A AL ISTAMIYA OF
THE 18th APRTL, 1935. T

After g;ilbnshinc the following veraeazr"!.’atend yoursel!l on the
day when every sonl comes to defend itsol? and says all that 4t hes
dons, 2nd they will not he anpvessed® "la who deceives u1s is not of us®
#The pioneer does not deceive his peonle® *™hether you hide what is in
your hreast or show it fod knows 1t and knows what is in Heaven and
Barth. 7od is all-nowerful. hen the sonl finds ot what evil 4t did
it wishes that its mestinz with Sod =y be very far ofZ, flod warns you
of Mimsolf and God nities tho people”, the paner publishes ths cliche

" of the following letter.

Geneva
20th February 1935,
Our brother His Pminence Amin al Husseind,

Ten days ago, after returning from my trip of which yon know, I
m:mvn a letter containing my remarks on the mﬁmﬂdcb!sn
directed against you in the Palestine Press for your not coming out with
a policy of hostility to the Enrlish, Do not dlame mo 1f I tell you that
I share the opinfon of the Press snd do not agree with you. Flattery,

tribery and policr ars nseless with them, Yo one can trick then for they

sre the cleverest of tricksters., You cemmot conquer them by sentiments
and proofs, Softness i3 a lanmage which the M™ngslisheman does not wnder-
stand, The ¥nzlishman understands only emposition. Therefore, I believe
that yonr stickins to the friendship of this peopls will make you lose .

your influence not anly with the neople of your country in Palestine btut .-
with other peopls as well, If this is a plan schemed by your enemies, 1
is preferable that you should not sllow the enexy to sttack you and you ~

fnow well what I mean,

~

~-
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I. wonder &£ onr trother Ihsan Rev has in“ormn? ynu ahont what his boen
acromnlished between me and the man of the Novernment in Rome with rorard
to what, we have talked shamt in YMerca snd a~reed td in Jerusalem, lNow I
inform vou that my conscisnce was satisfied by the last interviaw and by
the assurances which Mussolini hiaself cave, T am ronfidant that Tesly
will not dare to treat us as the Enslish and Franen have, If you can sen¢
Jemal to me here on his way to London I will show him what I find not
nermissible to explain hare.
At any rate we have agreet to start soreading propasanda for
Itely in the Arab co'ntries as snon as possidlos for the =man told ne

that he feared & world war and if the ciwmtancej m not available from
da Ol Aae

iy Rg WOy M’-"&

now on, the advantages which we expect will, see it in the next muber of

fia magasine "la Nation Arake®, In 2w oninion we should take the opportunity
of their dispute with Abvssinia and sho'ld show the evils which the Abys~
sinians have done to the Moslems.

The Proparanda Bureau in Rome may send some information to our
newspapers for pablication. I gave the eddrosses of "Al Jami's al Arab-
iya® and "Al Wihda al Arabiya®, I have not given MﬁQMa of
51 Jamita al Telamiya® sesing that Jemal informed me on your behalf of
the instability of its propristor.

I mrote to Riad Bey about this in order that he may tako command
of the situation in Syﬂamdukedvhim to see yom sn that you may give
him the necessary instructions:

"Yussolini asked me about your versonsl relations with the Amir
Abdullah, I fownd 1t not suitable to introduce this element with us, I
informed him that the Amir was the ruppet of t“e English and that no
good is to be expected from him especially after I have seen in the
Palestine Press his retum to the lap of Ragheb and his supporters, I
will write to you another lstter full of details of other important

matters,
Gresting and the wercy of God unon you,
{signed) Your Brother
Shakib ARSLAN.
Source ¢ PBUSA
PONEY

Jerusalem Oct. 15, 1943,

)




