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WETO &8
s tuhieddin Effondi, sn Arab of vision snd pioneer banme=planter of
R / Paleatine, is about 8¢ years old, doms. tho Jubah and turbaned
B ANAL. has never boen modern in aspoct, but is most modern snd far-seoing in
[TYY 7 4 vision. His education was limited,
o, DIV. 7 : .
= FA 1. About 1879 = 1880 ho first bought lond in the plain of Jericho,
0 . ’d along the southern oank of 'ad o Xelt. He also purchased the
[ 4 springs of Famwar and Hiad ol Xelt in tho rocky chasn of the latter nome.
X~ During the first years Muhieddin flooded bits of land, planted
- s grain and vogetablos, and irrigated with the winter overflow from the. -
2 v Eelt. In é&rought yoars the Kelt dried wp promaturely, and his orops
wEYO failed « the -ater supoly wus too insecure, '
HAYO .
2AVO 2. By 1913 ho had obtained a clear title doed to the wabsr in the Kelt
¥ETO & orge mnd the traot of dese t south of the Wad ol Kelt, from the foote
APR. hills 6o the Jordan end : trotohing nearly as far as the Usad 3ea.
& BUR. .
». BASY o Aes There aro remains of sase six snolent agqueduots in the gorge. .
ALY . HMuhieddin deoided to repair one to give him & deady supply of water,
N, G EUR suzer as wll as winter, . .
R, GASY { ' ’ .
W, SGR. Bo Just prior to "Torld Var One" Muhieddin borrowed 4000 gold
LONDOM D, pounds snd investod nost in inported cement. Tho ocutdreak of war put
ALY, O s stop to inportation, but nothing damted, ho found two Groek oone
GAING O vonts in the Jordan Valley had stocks of cement. With this he puahed
[ dén with the roconstruction.
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Co At this time thero woro many deserters from thy Durkish army, emo!

them (hristim Ared and Arzenisn artisans. hunhemmrodnndldpdu
the mill or in the OGreek Orthodox Convent of St. Georgo. Ho fed as well a band
of armed Turkish deserters, who protected them, mnd suy offiocer who might have
sought the desorters he kept"oontont®.

D. \ihen his monoy gave out, ho started dialin: in whout at Xerak in
Transjordsn, supplying it to t'e Turkish amy, sud 1ade 4800 Turkish pold
pomds, all of which, along with the incons froa the mill, was in turn investsd
in the aquoduct, mwumormzmgammuomm
the mill, no maintained a large family dependent upon hime

B, mwmnmumxommnﬂuworumtum

o -Boon afterthis Muhieddin /ffendl startod planting benmas on large tracts.
UP t111 then the banma was & rere fruit, gromn anly in small quantities in the
orance grovos of Jaffa snd Jerioho.

A, “han the plantation cutgrew the water supply he extended the osmmal
wumrm(mwxu')mmmmmtmmrmu
drought years,

About this time Jerusalem had outgrown its old oistern and inadequate water
‘Sopply piped in froe Solomou's PoolsAAin Ferah, Tie mmnicipality, disregards
ing Mubieddints clais to the ownership of the Pawar water, bullt 43 dn, of
road to the epring, end at a cost of &P 15,000, piped and pumped the wator up
tommmugmmmmmu.mnmmwu

?

Tims he was the first person in #alostine in modern times to construot and
privately omn sn irrigeting agueduct nvtable for its length, cost, and tie
vision bdehind i, Since then, Govermmant end Jewish commmal calonies have
constructed other much advertised irrigating systems,.

Ba With no wastage now through loskage and soopays, NMuhieddin was sble to
irrigate 360 dumms of banana plantotion, and sucoeoded in raising on a
caxasrcial scalo, frult wilch before that time had boen largely luxury im -
Palostine,

His examplo has been widely followed, so that the Arabs of Palostine now

owmn 3000 dunems of benona plantations, mostly in tho lower Jordan Valley,
with en addition of 1100 on the Transjordsn side of the VallSy, likewive the
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yielding a yoorly aversge orop of 6800 tons, valued at & 150,000.
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