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According to un inrlusatial, well informed subaocurce, the bufti of Jeruvsalems,
BaJ dicin Busayni, represents a dangerous msaron in the hands of the lrench, who
thus have ths powsr to use hir at an opportune xosent to causs erburrassrent to
Great Britain and possibly jeopariise the peece in the vhols of the iear Lust.
leopertedly the bufti is alrcady enguied in political intrigue in fulsutine and
neighborin; ocountries.

The sats subsource exirosses the opinion that the .ufti's return to Pulestine .
woulé not comstitute any great canger provicded thut tho Lufti's close advisers
«ro pot also perzitted to rctura. However, the subsource feels that the Lufad
should be sent to soce msutral country, ~wecen or owitserland for exmrple,
+hore he should be allcwed to live comfortably with his fesily at Oritish

" Covernzeut exponse. '

it appears that the Falestin® Arsb iurty hes sade efforts to :scure percis-
sion for the Luf'tl tc rotura to Palestine to resums his rcligicus work in his
capscit; us leador of raleatine :oslers, linwever, there is no indicaticn that .
thuse efforts huve bean successful, and soes Dritish sources believe his perrasent
exslysion ror. talastine is very lilely. oLhould he fall into Lritish hunds they
say he Tould rost likely be kept under surveillance in corpurative freedus in
soEs urva unuer iritioh jurisdiotion. Ce)lon has boen sentioned in this connsotion.

The lul'ti's populurity in the Lidclo Last rises and fall imversely as british
popularity falls unt riscs, and he is bocoring more and rare syrdbolio of arad
nationalism. lis atanding may be oxpected to contimie to irprove so long as he
is comsiderec a rurtyr to uritish inlerests.
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1o According to
lh Amdn Hus,

uential, well inforred subsource, the Yufti of Jerusalem,
» renragents a dangerous weapon in the hands of the Prench,

e nower to use hir at an opportuns morment to cause exbarrasse
-nant to ann. Britain and possibly jeoperdize the poaco in the whnlo of the
Near Tast, Renortedly the ufti is elready sagaged in politiocsl intrigue

in “slostine and neiphboring countries.

2« The sare subsource aexnresges ths opinion thai the '*ufti's return to "alastine
would not constitute any srect unnmier, nroviiued that the “ufti's closes advigers
are not also perritted to return. ‘owevor, thc aubaocurce feels that the Mufiti
should be se:t to some neutral country, Jweidon or Switzerlend for example,
where he should be allowsd to live corfortebly with his family at British
Tovornnent exnense.

Se It anpears that the Pmlastine Arsd i'nrty hes rmde silorts to secure porxission
for the 'ufti to roturn to alsetine tn regaro his relizious work im hie
capacity as loader of "alastine ''oslovs. Hmwav.r, thars is no indication that
these olfforts hZave boan successful, and soro Eritish sources beliove hwis
vormanont oxclusion from “alastine is vory likely. 3hould he fall into
British hands, they say ho would 108t likoly be kont under surveillance in
coroaretive froedom in some cros unuer Nritish Jjurisdiction. Ceylon has been
mentioned in this connection.

4, The Mufti's pooularity i{n the 'iddle “sat risns and falls inversely as
British 7onularity falls and rises, and he is tecomin: nore and more symboliec
of Arab natfonaliox. fis standin’ nay be exneotod to continue to irprove,
s0 long as ho is considored a martyr to British interests.
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10: Mr. Blum ‘ -
FROM: Jane Burrell ‘
SUBJECT: MUFTI of JERUSALEM

SOURCE: Reliable

7 March 1946

=<

he followicg facts concerning the MUFTI of JERUSALEM have been
reported by a reliabls source: -

l.mmmuptwmwohmchmtorotwmm
taken to Paris by the French,

z.mmwubmcmmmmcMIun
War Criminal, This plan was learned by the British who, ascording to sourve,
threatensd the French with Aredb uprisings in French Morocco.

3. In retaliation for British interference with their plans to

e the MUPTI as a War Criminal, the French are now planning to allow
the MUFTI to “escaps® from Paris to the Middle East,

& Raswp AL! ond tl reethone z W, WSON| H —
Aver asld AN SALD.
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1, A roliable source reports the receipt of letters from Hs

Hogy amin

Rusayni, the Jerusalea (‘ufti, by Xemal Haddad, and *Issat Darwase
who s now in Nanascus., In thees letters Husayni expressss enxiety
regarding % split that has developed in the Ared Leagus, and gives
the followiny, advioce to his correspondenta, ’

2. In the Mufti's opinion the Arabs of Palestine should avoid taking sides
in the differonce betwoon the two ssoti.ons of the iredb lesguws. Bwery
effort should Lo made to heal this breuch, and the :lufti supgeete that

influsnoce should bo brought to bear on President Chukri Cywwatli of Syrie

to persuade hin to try to reconcile Ireq and Saudi Arabia, rather then
to aggravate their nutual hostility,

8. Tho l‘uftt aleo warns the l'alestino Arabs againet dlindly following the
‘lead of !tusa ale'Algnis Palestine obsorver with t he Ared league Council.
Ho eamp. s that 'Alemi maintains too close relations with llur{ Pasha
alelia'id, whon he desorided as a tool of the Aritish; and he wishes to
renove his influence from t he Arad Propaganda bureaus in London and
. Vashingtaon, Propaganda directi{vos should, in the l‘ufti'e opinion, de
sontrolled by the Arad league Counoil,

4, Source astates that the “‘ufti has also sent messages to his followers
rominding t hen that the prinociplea of Communiem are completely at
variance with ths teashings of t he Koran: they should not, therefore,
allow thameslves tobe oarried awsy by enthusiam for any s upport pivean
by the Soviet delegate to the clains of the Levant Statss before she
Seaurity Council of the United Nations.

8. Tho report states that 4in thess letters the Hufti has definitely edvised
his followers that {if there s any question of t alicing sides in a dispute

between the “sviet and British Goverments, the laslem world should alwaye

bagk Great Britain.
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