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Report No. 399.
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POPULARITY (P HAJ AMIN EL HUSSEINI 'NARATED.

At the recent Neby Mouse restivities, the only Moslem feast
to coincide witn the unristian calendar and originally intended
to counter-dbalence any renewed Crusader uprisi ng, the name of
Haj Amin was lauded snd as popular as ever.

The Grand Mufti's pictures were offered for sale, =nd csrs
and trucks carrying the pilgrims from Yerusalem back to their
home towns and villages were often festooned, and the portrait
of Haj Apin was to be sven in front of the radiator or wind-screen.
Arad flags were nlso tlor~ from poles. As these vehicles moved
off the occupants were heard singing patriotic songs, clapping,
and quite often singing the praise of their hero.

In view of the fact that of late the question of bringing
Haj Amin to trial was brought up in the Sritish parliament,

" .interviewed a special friend and admirer of Haj Amin, sn
Arab nholding s respoasibvle position in the Pslestine Administra-
tion and wno has been twice decorated by the Hritish and recently
has boen elevnted in rank while holding the same executive post.
This person is not s member of any of the Arab political perties,
nor does he hold allegiance to the Palestine Arad Party - the
Haj Amin Husseini Party.

It was the intention also to interview leaders of opposing
groups. These were not at the moment in Falestine, and their
seconds could not be located in Jerusalem. nowever, the following
pronouncement may with surety be said to portra; the feelings
toward Haj Amin of the majority of rslestine Areshs,

Informant stated that wnile he rogretted that Haj Amin had
gone too far, still he was driven to it by the British, and had
no other course open to him. He drew a contrast between the
attitude of the British then, when the trend was quite pro-Jew,
snd not as now, when some understanding is shown ot the Arad
feelings and sympathy for the Arab League. ’

He steted that wnile starting his carcer as "Britain's man",
having become Yrend Xufti only through 3ritish intervention and
backing, nej Amin was unwilling to stend by and see Yalestine
turned over to the Zionists, and thorcfore hsd to fight the
British policy of the time. “hen he found he was to be seiszed,
he escaped from the Secrcd Sasnctusry first to Lebanon, and when
followed by the British after the conquest of the vichy resistsnce,
he moved on to Syria, lraq, snd finally to UYermany,

Informant stated that it was no soecret that during the last
wer the Arabs of Yaleatine on the wnole were pro-German, dbecause
they hoped that a Germsn victory would bring relief.from Jewish
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damination. ne stated that naj Amin was definitely snti-Uerman
in personel feeling. He quoted an Arsabd proverb:; "The enemy of
your enemy 1s your friend”, ss well as the here often quoted
stetoment attributed to Churchill in Parliament re the slliance

" with Soviet Russia, to the effect thst he would merke an allisnce
with Satan, if only it would nhelp win the war,

He went on to say that during “orld "er I the Arebs had
wholeheartudly becked Sritain, only to rind that promises made
to tnem were broken, and tnsrt Yalestine herd been sacrificed to
Zionism. Haj Amin looked upon himself es an Arsb, and therefore
while a subject under the iBritisn *“sndate could not be listed as
8 traitor, as he never worked except in the interests of his
nation.

SR

Informant went on to make a contrast between the Sritish
hendling of the Arad revolution and the present Jewish terrorist
activities., no stated that some three hundred Arahs had been
hanged for no greater crime thsn being found in possession of a
single rifle or pistol, and that a seven-year sentence was passed
for the finding of an empty cartridge shell. Buildings were blown
up as direct or collective punisnment.

Latterly the damage done by Jevish terrorist groups had run
up into millions of pounds worth of destruction, bdesides the loss
of many sritish and other iives. 5till, he ssid, not one terror-
ist of the number caught has been hanged or 2 single building
demolished, even when firvarms and smmunition of the most disdboli-
cal character had been found in it.

Informant intimated that now the Arabs were united, would
fight and were prepared to defend thumselves.

fr\u» Because of circuastances and the spproach of other persons,
. was unable to press a veiled question as to whetner the
\ Arsds in Pslestine hsd organised any secret armed resistence force,
sach as the Jews now possess in a large way, informant seemed to
hint that such existed, but when fu-~ther qQuestioned and pressed,
indicated that the Palestine Arabs were bscked by Arad armed states.
He also ninted thet in desparstion the Arebs might turn to the
8?1£g£&_2é§hough Soviet doctrines were repugnant to the Arabs.
e PR IS W
. ...still believes that no organised Arsb resistence of
eny consequence exists, snd that the Arad rank and file are fed
up with fignting and 1ts dire consequences through the Arad
rebellion. Besides, the Palestine Arabs could not today be s

look upon Britain as their enemy No. 1, IKrom recent happenings
1t 1s abundantly clear that the Zionists sre trylng to get the
Arad on the street on their side, and segregate him from his
political lenders, so that Zionist thought is to curry favour
with the Aradb, rather than fight him with weapons.

( )' .| maton for tne Jewish guerillas. And finally, both Arab and Jew
AR |
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