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y laft to
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Sﬁ'&?’ y npg't‘x;'i‘.,n.ent Aporican Jowrnalist and author now in the Mi‘dle Rast. oll

re sxcerpts from one of his unpublished reports,
« "The MIFTI of Jerusalem (Hajt Amin e1-HUSAYRI), (about 55 years old), is {mmerved,|
course, in a political strr~rle vhich has all but cnpulfed him inmmerehle times

he part two~ty years. He does not talk of volicy in the same troad texrms as AL e]-
4m:  he har only one svbject, +hich is Palestine, I obtained from his—with the aid
mmll pocket dairv ne has Yapt throrh the past ten yoars—-e de*ailed accownt of
onr wanderings from Jerusalem, By his own acoornt it is a perpetual story of esecape.

wture of Moslem, Christian and Jewish sanctitizs, he was safe enourh because urder
inary cirrimstances ‘rcops world never enter it, He received information, hovever,
hat the troops vere roing to pepetrate *he Haram and arrest him. The Haram was ful
armed Arats who were in a rrost statn of excitements Fajj Amin foresaw a clash and
h hloodshed in th: assered enclosvrs. H~ the=sfore dizapvear~d in the nicht and
ppeared agnin in the Lebanom.
e "Fram then on, his appearances and disappearancas were pert of the story of the .
e vas in Barhdad vher the Pritish brought Ira~ into the war and Rashid Al4 (thenm pr
ster)revolted; he fled from thore to Trhren, where he was in hiding far moiths.
om Tehran he made his way by caravan--in disruise, of course——across Persia, K'wrdis
nd Anatolia, Un ome oecnasionin north Persian his carsvan wa= detained b tho Russ
he thorght the end had come, In Turkey, whore he came apein to ths surface, his
sence 1as an embarrasmment ‘o the govermment. By t-is time the priece on his head,
ccordinr to his own information, was twenty-five tho:sand p~unds. He took the onl;"

3, "His visits tn Pome and Barlin during the last three years of tho var pave him
he mar», in wes‘orn covntries, of an Axis collaborator., He denies that he eve-

of arfrthine but Palestin~ and the indep>ndence of the Arabs. And sirce, in the
imy I have Inovn hir, thase are the subjeets whichhawe completely dominated his talk
think it wory likely. H~ spolie in Arabic on the Brrlin radio, but according to his
story spoke only of tha Aradb cause. In btrief, his story is that he wert to the

8 comiries becanse he had novhers else Lo o, and that, bo’ng there, he tonk what
vantage he could for tho Arabs, ) :

aid obtair from *h- Garmen and Italian rovermments a dedlaration in favor of Arah
ndepsndence and mmity, mut out officially on *‘heir redios, bnt says himself that he
1ittle faith 4n th~ intnontion hehind thase words,

"The nosition o2 the M'™TI, s0 “ar a8 ‘he wes* 18 concorned , has baen greatly

qourse~-they did not know or care as we did ahn-t ;;'le uifcues at stake, But *“her-is
u D

hesiemed in the Haram ash-Sherif-wthe erest oneloew»z in Jerwaalem vhich

rntai-s the so-called Mosque of Omar, the Dame of the Rock—fer* thr-e months Yy Britiph

he mads his first ee~ape in 1937, In thai extradordinary area, with its

hime—to Vienna.

tha flirht to Bevlin. It makes 1ittle o no differ~nce to the Arabs, of
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an enamaly about a leader who cannot sprak to the west atall, and in wy opinion HaJj Amin

himeelf faels it Yeenly., T Rave been inld thatthe intellectuals ond nover eloments in
Arabh thonrht in Jerusalm, no lonsmar look o him for leoadership: he ins haen away from
Jerusalem £n t°n years. Put I vmsalno told that his hold upon tlhe Aradb masses 1s as
rreat as evar, And certainlr throu~hot the Moslem worl® his more title—-MUFTI of
Jerusalem—in a rymbol ofergat power. “'ithot poing into the intricacies of Arab clan
politics, we can observe that ~n all tho cvidence 1t is coing to be exiram~lrr difiioult
for any elermnta to dislodsre Haj! Anin from a centra) and at tires decisive role in the
Palestin- strupgle.

5. The forms vhich that struerle is taking and is abont %o take are clearly enougsh
discerniblr from Cairo, Ther  is no doubt vhatever that a great depsneraticn has been
brorsht abont in Palesii-o dur re ik~ vac’ tuontr swars amone Arabe, Jews and British
alike, So fa~ as T can tell, the British have only one wish in the matter now, vhich

4a %o ret out, Their old mastery of ~overnment. is paralyzed Y- an wmrorkable poliocyy and

in spite of having sown the corntry with moed blocks and strong points they cammot ewen
keep order, Among the Je''s and Arab murders, bank ro , blacmail and every sort of
. Skuldurgery seer to be accepted as ordincry instruments of the political strursle. It

-18 not merely a strurgle betweer Jows o~d Arabs; Jews also X111 Jews and Arabs kill
Arars, The atmosphere of debate 1a impossihle now, and a]l that can be fareseer 1pom
the chow of probabslitior are chaos and anarchy."
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