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Uperationn) Data

AV She sugg: stion “C'i )i , _meucdﬁ to Trass-
Jordan Guring the last weck of April 1948. He was assisted in
: tnﬂoriu material for t:.is Yeport by s young Traas-Jordasian

A high steading with King 'Abdallad amd who happens te de
soures's breth:r. In the sourse of the mission, souree aad
Bis brother head two privete, eonfidantial meetings with the
Trens-Jordanian King, meetings with several of the Kiag's
ministers, and en invitation from Glubb rashe to visit him ad
bis beadquerters. :

The Xing offered souree an appointa-nt in the Trans-Jerdansjaa
diplometie serviee whioh he has not yet either sseepted or re-
Jeet 4. Un the whole the offer 4oes mot appesl %0 him greestly
bessuse of its low remuneration,
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Sed jees: r‘“ 088 0008  eport Ne: 4.J-384

o Treas-
ordaa o Ustes of Iunformation: 8 .pril-l
_ Nay 1048
Flee: iequired: '~mzAnN Late iequilred! 1 May 2048
svaluation: »=0 Jate of neporst 6 yay 1948
Beuree: c ]
) Y8 King "ABUAL.AR {8 described by Seuree oo

abeslute monareh of Trans-Jorden *Bd & mal Who oxereises all
suthority asseciated with the word “kimg", He 15 seld to
be regarded doth by himself end Yy otners as swperier ia
overy way te all membde:s of Aie sntoursge, und ¢oee 2% hesli-
tate to exereise nis eonstisutional po-ers over his gevern~
meat. Is short, ‘ABLALIAH 4P Trams-Jordas,

8. shrousd Lis direst and stroag influenes, he
‘ing hae suece:dvd in orseting th Mot homegenseus etete in
She Liddle ast., Ast fow olements of op;ositien to his ed-
sslutisnm have shown t’.emselves,st one time oF anothery, were
premplly . rossed, The ring 10 said %0 bo a geed 1isten-
oy apd %0 give the inprsaion of aceepting sdvies, Mt se-
Sually dees net aet unless and until he e meds W ALS ewa
aind, 1he ome 00t bie exesption to this stetement 18 the
faet Shat he yolies i 'rently on GLUBB .asha,

AbSa)lah's spesent _1pa Lo :AlepMias

t Rrin tue week of 85 . prilel Mey 1948
*ABDALLAN Bed two private meetinmas with soures, 3The iing
explalned that Trens-Jordea 18 a smal, stete which caanet
ex18t unless oup ort - d by s strong outaide jpower or o3-
panded % inelude :editerensan ports, - hile the King pre-
sently r.eeives ~n anmusl _ritish amdeidy fer his arwuy e-
souatiag %o £ 2,500,000, he re-ortedly realises Shet tuies
great will .et suntinus indefinitely. .imee Trens<Jerdaa
eemnot suppors its army aod edainistretion frem i%e ewm re-
sowress, 'ABDALLAN §8 sald %0 seo a8 118 only selutien the
union of the casteorn and WestcPR Bides of the Yordan, whied
18 ale view are intriasieslly jarts of one ecuatsry. ™ the
woot, in 'ABUAL AH'S view, {: the direetion for hie expaa-

slen.

4 ~oording %0 '\Bo.L All's »lsm, the prodleme
pesulier %0 ~est-ra falastine, arising out of Juwish ss;ira-
S4oas end Jewish presence ther , should be solved slons the
11808 of the autencay wiieb wes ,.reated W the Jhristians

of XOuUBS :90ANOR after the Lassaeres of 1060, - hould the
Jows. 9% be amonabdle $o $his so.iution anu should theiy mili-
tary reesistenee preve too strong 40 be overeome by the

forees et '.RD L AK's dfREDMA Ahe ing Indlotca that be
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would Le wiliimg to sit with the Jows at a round-table
sonfer.nee, in the striotest confid-mee, °*ABDALLAK re-
ﬁmuy indicated thet he would be prepared te oconsider

rtition es a Hossible compremise. ls has restriocted e
dissenination of this view v.ry strietly, as he realines
that pres¢at arad publiec opinion runs very high agaimst
Jartition end that the sudden inoresse i his .rpucuy
18 ia lerge meessure eng-nder:d dy his potential role of
*Liberstor” of the Arals from “ionism following the failures
of the irad iiderstion ~ray snd the consequuat emergenes of
the arad Legion re the only rad foree at prescat eapsbdle
of ooping with Jewish forees,

Spgepization of .ilitary :opees
8. Although it has not been cnorllly revealed

and in spite of indications to the eontrary is
said te have n200:>ted th suprems eommand o} all Arad forees
now enguged in the Palestine ocampaign. Foroes not yet iz
astion ip Felestine but wiich ere now dbeing prepered will
alse reportedly be undcer hin ocommand, Yawsi ANUKIYI, whe
until now has beon consider d the iusirument of the SHauA-
BATI group in Syria, hes in faot allegedly been ia seerst
agd constant cwun{oation with 'ABDALLALH sinee the begin-
Aing of the l'alestinian oneretions,

[ “s a result of militery developmeats ia
Falestine, Arsd league oirelss er- said to have eome %o thA:
sonslusion that the Arsed Lib.ratioa Aray, as presently eea-
stituted, is not e foree susecssfully to eombat Jewish
foress, &seportedly in the view of GLURE Pusha, one of its
major weaknesses is the diversity of its erms and complese
abseass of standaraization in its equipmens, Amnothcr weak-
Re88, in bis view, 18 sald to be that the Acleds 18 meither
& Fegular army »er a guerrille roree,

2 3ino0e neith r the Arad League nor 1%s nsmd »
luul by virte of iat raationsl com itaents eam upealy :
sead ruogular troops iato ralestine, the states are said te
have agresd that sueh of their foroces as do operate there
shall be und r the banmer of Trans-Jordes, whiek is in a
different international status, Soures states that in addi-
tion to the legal difficulties ia whieh the Ared States would
b involved should they send r gular troops inte ralestiae,
oertala eof thess States arv also afrald to despateh laxge
sontingents bdecause of unsettled eonditioms st home,

8. The preseat ylan for the Arad ferees appears
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%0 de to form all irregulars from -yria, lLebamen, °'Iraq, sad
Falestine into the wrad liberstion Aray, snd te {nolnu e
regulars £rom 'lraqg in the areb (egion. Th&S it eppears that
1% 15 plenned % incorporete all diseonneeted end semi-inde-
pend Bt bams Into the A.LsAs The detechment of th: ‘IrFagl
ermy whieh will eunter alcstine as part of the aped ~egion is
e group of motorised units, w.lol. is mow deing eoneentrated
in Trans-Jordas, hile the strength of the 'Iraqli waits has
20t boen definitively deeided, it is bellieved that & maxismm
of 13,000 mea has been s ¢,

| I8 It is raport 4 that Sa'udl :rabis will met
eontridute men or arms, not only bessuse of :img ‘Add-ale
'Agis’s antipathy to ‘*ABDALLAR but also beesuse of interms-
Sional eommitmsnts. (See also R/J=331), ‘ABDALLAN believes
Shat gypt will econtribute some arms ~nd equipaseat, but will
aet enmeourage th: participstion of her forees direetly ia
eperations, She has, however, reportedly indieated %o ‘AD-
DALLAK's nprmnn{n that she will contribute to the gemeral
offensive by conseatrating u large part of her regular army
alomg the scuthiera froatier of ralestine and by meameuvering
18 along the derder in ordcr to {m:obilize e substantial pars
of the Jowiah fi.rees,

Tupde

10. *ABDALLAH, who has slways been in fimameia)
distress, is said to heve succceded in convimeing the Ared
league to plece at his disposal for the prosesution of e
salcstine eampaign Lok, 8,000,000, the so-ocalled "Paleatine
Fusd®, He e0ts that the pressure of publie opimionm will
Tesult in further financial sontridutions from .gypt amd
Sa‘udl \redis, 'ABDAL:-H is seid to suxit that he wished %o
estadlish a preecdent should his British sudsidy de sut off,

JAMallad'e .opitiop Vis-g-Yip $he .alestinlan irsks Sad Mbe ERLAL.
11. The need of the alestinian .rads for mevw leader-

ohip, plus the potenti:]l military streagth of the ired Legien,
1s said %0 be turaimg the former Soward *ABDALLUE, The imit-
1ative in this direetion, after due enosureagesent by egests whom
'ARDALLAN all:gedly sumits t0 having dsspatehed, has deen taksn
by the mayors eof “sersheda, Nadlus, and Ledron. The last aXe
0w said 0 be dusy dullding up «rad pudlio epiniom %o regard
tha kimg as the sole  rad liderster,

18, The long-stan.ins emnity between '.BDALLAN and

the MUFTI is ssld to be es strong as ever and there seems to

be 1ittle likelihood of their differcascs deimg reeoneiled.,

Jhea souree asked ' .BC LL.H for his ortun of the XUFTI, the

1iag allegedly replied, "oer man, he's finished, HHe has

tried his best, but mow he has eomes to the emd of his re-
o o b S 2
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sourees, I am sorry for him.” Two faotors have reportedly
prevented the LKUTTI from taking steps toward initiating

» Teoopoiliation with 'ABDALLANS a personal pride and fear

of hamiliation; b) thc feeling that a visit to '/mman would
oompletely undermine his prestige emd spell the end of his
political ambitions. The MUFTI is said, therefere, to de
Pleying a waiting game, and to be hoping that eireles in Syrias
will thwart 'ARDALLAH's ambitions or that some outside element,
with which he may be able to ally himself, may enter the. areas,
'ABDALT.AE believes that the treditional friendship betw. en the
MOPYTI and IBN-3A'UD will yield nmo tangidle result deocause the
latter will not ally himself with a man whose Star has sunk 8o
low,

% At present the MUFTI's only stronghold is in
she oity of Jerusalem, but sven there his imfluence is dimin-
ishing. In order .to eliminate this last souree of the MUFYI's
ewer and %0 enhance his own, 'ABDALLAH is said to be determined
© make a symbolic entry into Jerusalem. “s a2 seund student of
Arad emotionslism, 'ABUALLAH is said to appreoiate the highly
volatile texp. ament of the Ar b masses and therefore fears that
12 ke dees not now movs to gaim eontrol of Jerusalem, Aradb pudb-
11ie opinion may veer awa) from him, even t0 the extent of bdlaming
his for .rab reverses, and thus enable the MUFTI to regain loss
power and prestige, ‘

ABga)lan'y Tacties

10, YABDALLAH appears to realize that he must be
both paticnt and ¢ . utious, and thai at tuis point he ocanget
meke publioc the full extent of his intentions., In order to
obtain th: full suprort of other arad states he must appear

te tek. notiee of their wishes. Tlherefore his publically
avowed ein 18 to conquer Faslestine on vehelf of the Falestinian
Arads, This is said to be & sop to aradb publie opinion, for
souree be. eves that onoe the .ing considers his position with
Togard to the Pelestine issue secure politically and militarily,
he will be p epared to helt hius advanoce at the boundaries laid
down by the U.K, Partition agreement. The Ling, an ardent shess
Player, likes to compare chess to politiocs, He allegedly told
souree, "In ohess you do not bring into piay at the beginning
your heavy piec-s, but you start by advaneing your pawns into
positions which will enable you, at the chosen momeat, S0 strike
with your heavier pieces to win an advantage. “s in chess, so
in polities, one must be patient and wary®". The King is sail
20 bellieve ‘hat his chosen moment has arrived,

1. 9inoe 'ABDALLAH intends to use the preseat
developments ix lalestine to furthcr his own plams for aggramd-
isemeat, he has taken eare to maintain extremely eerdisl rela-
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ations with th. Op osition in eertain other irabd ecuntries,
is on the best of terms with the Drug of Syris, who are said
%0 be loyal to him rather tham to the lyrian GCovernmmst, and
bes even given sanctuary to the amir Nuhed ARSLAN. The latter,
leader of an abortive revolt against the Ledanese GCoverameat a
{n.:o—nt:l ago, now allegedly oocouples e suite in the Royal Palase
| °

29pition of Cabinet Ministers

18, The ¥ine's ministers, wi.o are oonltltutloul):
responsidle to him alone and who hold thelr posts purely by
his grace, are uere pawns in 'ABD.\L..H's schemes. Little or
Re notiee sppears to bde taxen of their asdvioe, although the
Kiag grants them hearings, '

Reivien of Gludd Pushe
8. The principal advisor of '‘BD.I.AH is QLUBB
Peola, without whose advice and ssreement the ¥ing e~

porte not dbudge a frapgtion of an i-eh, The eantire
populatien of Trans~Jordan 1s said alsc %0 be blindly degeted
0 GLUBB snd he t0 1t, It is through GLUBB that the King re-
Dortedly exersises a strong hold over the trides,

Isreiss Belstions

e, To souree the iing summed up his attitude
Soward foreigm relations by stating that smell statcs sammot
survive if thcy sttempt to stand alome,

1. Britels

The King hes eomplete and absolute scufidease
iz BEritish friendship and suprort, raintein'ng thet britaia
is fuily aware that Truns-Jordan is the only relisdble state -
in the bMicdle ~ast as far as Britein is ccncerned and may serve
es & bdulwerk of Eritish imperial defenses. ‘'ABDALLAN is said
%o be further convineed that the Rritish “overnsent will go to
almest any lengths to sstisfy his wishes and requests Il‘.-
vided ﬂut in 80 doing she does not comprcnise hornl.f ater-
astionelly,

1‘. IO!DAO

4Ag a result of the resent iagle-Trans-Jordasian
Sreaty, 'ABDALLAH feels that sll his desires are fully ocatered
te by the sritish, and he therefore 1is ssid $0 profess to de
sompletely disintercsted in any sncoial rslasions witk the
Unit d 3tates. Le report dly stated that the U,8,A, san give
him nothing whieh he eannot get r?q Qreay .mﬁh.
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17, U.3.9eRe

'ARDALLAN is said to oconsider eom unism aa
ovil, anti-Islamic movenent and to spend some time writing
Sreatises on the subjeot, .lthough one of his ministers,
Sulaymap SUKG.AR, is known to have been in contact with Sevies
representatives in the iiddle -a:t, the ..ing does not relish
the thought of any reictionshipy with Lussie and icdecd aprears
$0 resent strongly nussia's interest in the kKiddle Lass,

18, Yo¥e

'aABJ.L AH loathes the U.Ne "I spit whem I
Rear the word,” he told souree, "icsording to the UJN,, I s
kiag of aa unresogniszed country”,

19, 8Ss'ydi Aredies

with Je'udi :rabiu, Zplations are ecel asd
A8t epparently a soures of undue worry to the ~ing. He appears
%0 bdelieve thst oprosition to Truns-iordamien,expansioa will
20t bed serious from that .uarter, in view of Sa'udl aradia’s
internaticnal oom itments, espreoiauily that to the U,8,46

20. .grp%

" 4YPt 18 bor:d with .alestsine”, the king ve-
mazksd to souree, ‘'ABD.L.‘'H 1s said to believe that gypt is
mainly intercst:d in her relationship to Se'udi Arabia emnd has,
mereover, considarable int.rmal trocoles, ie therefore feels
that she would be preparcd t0 give him e free hagd ia Palestine,
previded tha. Be discards the Ureater syria seheme, whieh 18 ope
posed by ring IBN-8..'UD, .

81. Lebanpp

In *.BDAL. AHR's view the lecamon relies oa
*ABDALLAH &8 a means of count ring oyrisn pressure, and is
Shorefere viewing with faver his lead on the ralestine isswe,
Further, the King believes, the Jebamsa would weleome & speedy
sett) meat of the Yalestime ,uestion in view of her int ram)
faotiona)l strife and finanoial instability whieh make her som-
mitaents for the <alustine cause somswhat of a strais,

5. Spris

.d1though the -yrias uoveramess ia gemersl a.d
the SHAR JBATI group in pertieuler .re suid te view 'ABDALL.H'S
meves in ialestinc wish apprenensiun, be believes that they are
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presently ia a0 position to cheek him, dus t0 e reverses
surfer 4 by the AleA. Seither 1s the 3yriaa “Overamens,
in nis opiniom, im & position to stremgthen her coatridee
tions of arms and men because of int ryaal trouble arisimg
from uarcst amoag the Drus end other mimerities, and be-
eauee of eceenemis eonfusion ana #inameial hardships. 8yris,
he believes, alse hopes that if Ais hands are mi is sales-
tine, he will meglect his Oreater Syria plans,

- Jote: fOeures st a near date will submit furthsr infermstiea
on Sulsymas SUKKA~ sad his pro~tussiaa setivities.
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