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Subject: Mufti's Resurgence Regort No: a,f.}-;;;

Date of Information: “Ab “’ .
Place Acquired:  Jepusalem Date Acquired: 11 August 1948
Evalustion: C-3 Date of Report: 12 August 19L8

Source:
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C
rhomnpommtu:/ 1s launching a renewsd campaign in
Areab-occupied areas of Pales e« The pattern of the campaign sppears
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a) Reoruit of new gangs to be used breaking cease-fire
b) To undermine King Abdullah's prestige and to force
the withdremal of the Ared legiom from Palestine,

2. Mafti 1s said to bo receiving considerebls help from Egyptisns in Hebron
and scuthern districts of Palastine. refereucs to b) sbove, Abdullah's
Military Governor of Hebron, SALEH is reportedly s

target for this campaign. The civilimn tion 19 being systematically
incited to demand withdremal of the Arab legiom,

3. nn.gﬂ-hamﬂ;mm'otmuwum
centrel of the comtry. (During the Mandate, he was comeoted with
the British Palestine, md was well known for his pro-dufti sentimsnts,.
Tollowing British withdrasdl, he scmewhat vaccilated between Mufti's fastions,
then definitely on a decline, and King Abdullah's followers., He even suo-
oseded in being sppointed as Chief of Polioe for the City of Jerusalem
during the early stages of Abdullah's Falestine osmpsign, He was, however,
replaced after a very short tour of duty, and more or less from
the scens, Thare had been rumours of his renewed connection with the Mufti,
but no definite information as to his whereabouts was available untdl now,

Se . :’chumtamuonmmummwmemm,

who are naturelly oppossd to Transjordan, to rehabilitate the Mufti and his
slogan of *Falsstine affairs for the Palestine Arebe®,

Plans alledgedly exist for mobdlisstion of an Army composed of Palestinian
Arabe, to be reinforced bty irregulars snd experts from neighbaring states,
he main task of this partisan army would be to conduct guerrilla warfare
principally csloulated to disrupt Jewish lines of communiocations, to maintain
s stats of insscurity, possibly in an effort to prevent fruitful consolidation
[
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a) Arsd Governments would again be in a position to deny

responsibility for acts of aggressions and would possibly

mrmmmncqnmuwmwwwmu
onse

b) Ared forces would gain time for reorganisation, train-
ing and for re-equipping themselves in the light of the
experience suffered in Palastine, ’

¢) Maintenance of & partisan army would tend to weaken
Jowish resistance dus to necessity of maintaining large
forces over a protracted peiriod. It is considered, there-
fore, that the moment will arrive whem Arad Porces will
be able to deliver a death blow to the Jews.

7. states tnat¥23Ax PASEL 1s the moving spirit of this plan.
Hs axpects to get on deteils of this plan from all of theAred
oomtriss. Al is considered as a possible stumbling block,
1% will be diffioult for to object vigorously, inasmmch as he hes
committed himself on the use of irregulars as auxiliary forces in his
omm opsratiem, —

8. A belisf alledgedly inspired by the British, that the Jews will be
wealoned to a consideradble extent by continued unrest and haressing
operations, and that thet faot, together with the threat of a possible
ssoond invagion, will induce the Jews to acoept terms more in line with
Arad demands,
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