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Arab !!ilitery Activity in Palentin , 2 Jan 53

PERTINENT INFOONETION

Palestine
Syrian reacti"w te the cease-fire
The foll owing dated the erd of July, cenes fror am. SOIWC9 Pal.
i.	 When the Prime Minister Jaril Mariam acce pted the cease-fire on behalf of Syria,
+ he Nati-nal Tarty urged nn IT the MPFTI, sent Nabih Amen and other Moslem leade rs t
Be" President Trrwatli t o protest.	 They asserted that the co--try no longer had fait
in its leeeerr, and demanded th,t the Mariam Government be replaced by one of "Nati-
charaetr-.	 Kamtli defended Vardar, on +he ernunds that the responsibilitylor ace'
the eeese-fire nrder beloneed to the Hashemites.
Ii.	 Privatel:- President Shnkri Auwatli was very depressed by the Ar-b acceptance of
the cease-fire order.	 He said that thanks to the Pritish and Hashemites ho had boon
placed in a very awkward si tuatien and tiered not toll the public tha truth. 	 The

Security Ce”ncil treated t he Arabs as lackeys and the Jews despised them. 	 The resul
war the seven Arab States with 70 million inhabitan • s covld not secure their legitim
claims.	 Partition was be"& cerried out under their noses, and Israel grew steadily
stronrer.	 The Arabs had cone tc realise that their interests ceuld only be defended
tr- force hnt the British barred the way to their obtaining arms and had stopped
Arab attempts to obtain arms in Czechoslovakia, 'roles, Belgium, Greece, Turkey,
Spain and in Great Britain itself.
iii.	 Many people had asIced why the Arabs did n et turn to Russia for help.	 They fo-
rot thrt the fussians were helping the Jews mer e than the Anr1n-Saxons. 	 Moreover
reoonree to Russia wou14 only r r sult in the wipinr out of the Arab World completely.
Iv.	 The laWTI had proposed that the Arab Stet es should officially donlare their
neutrality whilst secretly incitine, their peoples to acti -, but he had no solution
to e'er as to how +hey could obtnin arms in order to carry o-t this programme.
2.	 The following comes from o. r enures Jet.
I.	 Assam Pasha, Secretary-Gener6	 of the Arab Low-ne, discussed at Beirut on 21st
July with 'he Lebanese General Pta ff, the pos-ibilitior nr reopening hostilities	 .
agenst the Jews.	 The Lebane re (1.-.(1. declared atbat t ,-e only same paid./ for
the Arabs was t o accept nrovisionallY the de facto existence of the Jewish state
and to employ the next "ow years in brillier up the Arah armies into efficient and
well-equipree firhtinr mite.
ii.	 Assam Pasha arreed and undertook to impress this view en merbers of the Arab
Learue."	 .
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