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Sourco in touch with Iunir Abu Fadil.
On approximtely 1 Uarch 19LS Isracli troops attacked three emall villages

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED {{FORMATION

occupied by Areb troops of the Grand Lusti, Hajj Amin Husoyni, in the
irmediato vicinity of Dethlehen and Jerusalen, and advenced to within
threo kiloroters of Dethlchan,

2.

that an atteck in strongth was apoctod before

on 15 Uarch the Iufti's sccrot radio reportod that 3,000 isracli troops;

by armorod vohicles, were concontrating at Artuf and Deiraban, ond

Harch, 3uch an attack,

if successful, would open thc road to Dethlehem o the Israolis.

3.

Abu Fadil, commander of the Iuft:ts forces. Abu Fadil, wo wes fm Cairo
soeking help, stated that the Ecyptien Aruy had refuscd to aid in any way,
and he beldoved that the Epyptions would be pleased if tho Arebs vere driven
out of tho area in quostion, as in this ovent tho soctor of Isranli control
would be driven into the hear: of tho area which King ‘Abdullah of Trans-

Jo
League, also

ordan tould like to annax.

Aszam Pasha, Sccretary Coneral of the Arab
rofused to belp the Lufti's troops. On 15 lorch Abu Fadil tried

Toeal comcanders of the Wufti's troops sent urgent appeals for help to Murdr

to epproach the British through an intermediary in an attempt to ocure &id,
and ho was considering asking tho Arsb Legion for amxmmition, since his men
are well armmed but are short of amxmnition,
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