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Subject: Grand Multi Tightens Security Report No: RLB-1773

Place Acquired: Burnt, Lebanon

Svaluation: B.4

Source:

Date of Information: current

Date Acquired: 26 December 1949

Date of Report: 27 December 1949

1. Source states that Arab Higher Committee headquarters in Beirut are
being reduced in iii., and that followers of the Grand Multi in Syria
and Lebanon are Doing informed that they must prepare themselves to
work for the Mufti without pay. The Beirut offices ere being out
fronton to four rocas, and most of the office eqmipment is now up
for sale.

2. Followers of theltufti in Syria and Lebanon have received or are being
sent forms which they are asked to sign and return to their local Arab
Higher Committee office, stating that they will ~vs the Mufti without
pay.

3. Source states that Wee olose to the Mufti realise that this is a
move designed to shake 16ose a great many people who pay lip service
to the Mufti but who are in reality a smourity haaard. The Mufti is
angry because there are too many Weavers -- especially Israeli and
British -- in the ranks of his followers. Source says that the Arab
Higher Committee is actual]; not short of money, but that this action
is being taken as an muss for attempting to tighten up the organisa-
tion.

4. Soiree stye that this 'trice is supposed to go a bit further; it is
euppeeed to indicate to Ism]. and Great Britain that the Mufti's
power is really on the decline, whereas 	 actually planang to
rids into greater power by helping	 tore-emerge as
head of the Syrian government in the near
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