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Bubject: Qrand Mufti Tightene Seourity Report No: RIB-1773

Date of Information: Current

Place Acquired: Bairut, Lebanem Date Acquired: 26 December 1949
Svaluation: P=2 Date of Report: 27 December 1949
Source: | j

le. Source states that Arab Higher Comuittee headquarters in Beirut are
being reduced in sise, and that follewers of the Grand Mufti in Syria
and Lebanon are being informed that they must prepare themselves to
work for the Mufti without pay. The Belrut offices sre being cut
from ten to four rooms, and most of the office equipment is now up
for sale,

2. Pollowers of the Mufti in Syria and Lebansa have received or are being !
seat forms which they are asked to sign and return to thedr local Ared '
Higher Comittee office, stating that they will serve the Mufti without !
PaYs

3. Source states that thise close to the Mufti realise that this is a
move designed to shake 1dose a great many peopls who pay lip service
to the Mufti but who are in realiiy s swourity hasard, The Mufti is
angry because there are too many infcnders — especially Isresld and .
British — in the ranks of his followers., Source says that the Arad : !
Higher Cammdttes is actually not short of monsy, but that this action !
1s being taken as an axcuse for attempting to tighten up the crganisza-
tion,

4. Source says that this "trick® is supposed to go s bit further; it i
supposed to indicate to Isrqel and Great Britain that the Mufti's

power is really on the decline, whereas actuslly planning teo !
ride into greater power by helping to re-emerge as
head of the Syrian govermnment in the near .
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