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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE US r-tional with many intimste friends ia the government of West Germany.
¥as received from a source vithin that govermment. The evalu-

ation showvn adove is that suggested by the US mational.

1. A German businessman, vhc has had consideradle political treining and vho 1s

t, bad & long couversation with the Grend Mufti of
:m,mummmm,mumanmmm The
meeting took place the first week of August at Cairo. The Mufti lives there

- a9 & guest of King Parouk in @ vills in Belicpolis near Cairo. The conversation
wvas arTengsd by Aszam Pasha, the Secretary Generel of the Arad lesgue, in great
socrecy. The meeting tock place at night vith many precasutions.

2. The Mufti mlcwbxttorumrmnttmormﬁutm”uu
compared to the press 1n the Sovie: ozcupied tone. The latter,. in the Mufti's
opinion, shoved much more comprebensicn of the Ared point of view; vhereas, the .
West Germen press decidedly favors lsreel. mmxmmmum “
way vith Russia. "Ve Nohammedans vill vever be Bolsheviks,” he axplained. Never-
theless, o one in the West was helpicg the Arsbs, and cold reflection showed
that the only help the Arad states could expect, at least in propaganda and
4iplomacy, came froms the “"Basterp block of nations.” The Muft{ said he realised
that the Western German Federal Republic could not shov any gpen sympathies toward
the Aradbs, 80 Germany bad 4cbe formerly, becsuse of England. The Arade, however,
could sever compromise with England in any fors whatsoever, becausse England had
betrayed thea g0 often.

3. Source had the distinct fmpresaion thet the Mufti was implying thet in case of
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working vith the Soviets. Such rumors had previocusly eppeered in the Swiss press.
Source, however, does not discount the fact that such contacts exist st leest
wdirectly and are being maintained through Dr. Grodde, a German ex-Minister to
Bagisd, vho dDelongs to the growp of German diplomats in Russisn captivity. Thais
group is beaded by Dr. Clodius, Hitler's former specisal embessador and Balkan
economic expert, vho is frequently said to work for the Soviets,

A, Source states that there is no denying that the Mufti has been in Kabul several
times recently. In fact, the Nufti admitted as much, but said he hed only met

Communist agents there. The Nufti vas rather optimistic about the Pereian ofl
conflict for the success cf Persia, Be is convinced that the Ared states will

belp Persis financially. Persis slso bas the decided advantags that neither
Inglend nor the Unated States can tolerate any kind of chaoe uamﬂz}::mrug

the Soviet Union. Be considers this the main ace §n the Persisn game, 1a'e
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weakness is Persia's stre " he said. He obviously counts on increasing
divergencies between Englan Alrmrica.

The above-mentioned German businessman subsequently had several intimate
conversations with ldris Bey, a functionary of the Centrasl Office of the Arsd
league and & good friend of his. Idris Bey, although officially only an
interpreter, seems to occupy an important position and to enjoy the confidence
of Aszan Pasha, the Secretary General of the League. According to Idris Bey

the influence of the Mufti within the inner circle of the Arab League has
weakened, but his prestige in the Arad vorld at large is still high. The
leaders of the League, however, are worried about his secret activities, and

his dangerous political intrigues, especially those that had to do with the
assassination of King Abdullah. A sign of ircreasing suspicion, according to
Idris Bey, is that the administration of thc .unds for the help of Arad refugees
from Palestine was taken away from the Mufti, because he used it freely for his
political purposes. Also the Mufti's comnections with Moscov are suspected of
being dangerous and implying a threat against the general line of the Arad
League, vhich leads tovards a "third position” between East and West rather
than to taking sides vith Russia, even against England, Idris Bey's German frienmd
took special note that the expression "third force" wvas carefully avoided both
by the Grand Mufti and Idris Bey.

According to Idris Bey, not only the relationship between the Mufti and the

Arad League is in & critical condition, but also his personal relations to

King FParouk. Parouk, on the one side, distrusts the Mufti and on the other, does
not vant to antagonize him because of his plan to be proclaimed one day Caliph
of all Mohammedans. According to Idris Bey, this plan is dominant in Parouk's
thinking.
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