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SOURCE US L-tfomal with manly Latinate friends in the government of Wet lermsey.
Fallowing report vas received from a source within that poversmeet. The evalu-
ation shave above is that suggested by the US nmtionel.

1. A Germ businessman, who has had considerable political training and who is
an expert on the Pear east, had a long conversation with the Grand Mil of
Juveniles, moneeme join gl Easseini, whoa he kaew well during the var. Tbe
meeting took place the first week of August st Cairo. Tbe Mufti lives there

- as Sleet of Farouk in villa in Sellopolis near Cairo. Tbe conversation
vas arranged by Assam Pasha, the Secretory General of the Arab Leap*, in greet
secrecy. The meeting took plate at night with smayprecautioas.

2. The Mufti complained bitterly about the attitude of the West Omen press es
compaimat to the press in the Soviet a:copied tone. The latter, in the llattl's
opinion, shoved sick more comprehension of the Arab point of view; 'heroes, the
West German press eeci4,41, favors Israel. Tbe Nati did sot sympathise in OW
VW with Bessie. "We Hohelesedans will never be Bolsbeviks," he explalaed. Never.

no ose in the West was helping the Arabs, and cold reflection showed
that the only help the Arab states could expect, at least 'soapsuds and
dlplamacy, come from the "Eastern block of nations." The Nati said he realised
that the Becton Persia federal Republic could mot show *WPM 8711Phatimg Uvula
the Arabs, as °enemy had done formerly, because of leased. The Arabs, however,
could sever compromise with England in any fora whatsoever, because Zusland had
betrayed them so often.

3. Source had the distinct *prosaic* that the NOM ems implying that in case of
an emersemcr the Arabs could Join the Soviet*, although be denied categorically
amy senses that he vas in contact with Bosom throve' German ex-diplomsts mow
eating with the Soviets. Stick more had previously eppeared in the Swiss press.
Source, however, does not discoumt the fact that such contacts exist at least
indirectly and are being mmintelmed through Dr. Orobba, &German ex-Ininister to
▪ who belongs to the group of dermandiplomets in Busies ceptivitY.
grew 141 heeded by De. Clodius, litler's former special embeseedor ant Balkan
economic expert, who is frequently said to work for the Soviets.

4. Source states that there is no Omits( that the Nati her bees In Mel Amoral
tines recently. In fact, the Nufti admitted as much, but said he bed only net
sons G4TOMB friends who were living there. Weever, freebie personal kmowledge
of theme source considers it likely teat he has had direct contact with
Communist ;pests there. The Witi was rather optimistic about the Persian oil
conflict for the success of Persia. Be is convinced that the Arab states mill
help Persia fissecially. Persia also has the decided adventsge that neither
legend nor the gaited States can tolerate any kind of charm, is a cowetq bordering
the Soviet Won. Be considers this the in ace in the Persist gems. 	 Laos
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• weakness is Persia's strengt 67 he said. Be obviously counts on increasing
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divergencies between EnglanCkssrica.

5. The above-mentioned German businessman subsequently had several intimate
conversations with Idris Bey, a functionary of the Central Office of the Arab
League and a good friend of his. Idris Bey, although officially only an
interpreter, seems to occupy an important position and to enjoy the confidence
of Assam Pasha, the Secretary General of the League. According to Idris Bey
the influence of the Mufti within the inner circle of the Arab League has
weakened, but his prestige in the Arab world at large is still high. The
leaders of the League, however, are worried about his secret activities, and
his dangerous political intrigues, especially those that had to do with the
assassination of King Abdullah. A sign of increasing suspicion, according to
Idris Bey, is that the administration of the unds for the help of Arab refugees
from Palestine was taken away from the Mufti, because he used it freely for his
political purposes. Also the Mufti's connect ;.ons with Moscov are suspected of
being dangerous and implying a threat against the general line of the Arab
League, which leads towards a "third position" between East and West rather
than to taking sides with Russia, even against England. Idris Bey's German friend
took special note that the expression "third force" was carefully avoided both
by the Grand Mufti and Idris Bey.

6. According to Idris Bey, not only the relationship between the Mufti and the
Arab League is in a critical condition, but also his personal relations to
King Farouk. Farouk, on the one side, distrusts the Mufti and on the other, does
not want to antagonise him because of his plan to be proclaimed one day Caliph
of all Mohmmsedans. According to Idris Bey, this plan is dominant in Farouk's
thinking.

- end -
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